
Time remaining has a funny effect on us.  All of us have deadlines.  We may be on a committee or have a responsibility to our job or work.  When that deadline is far away, we may say something like, “I will see them at lunch next week, I will ask them then.”  Now, if we go to lunch that week and they are not there for some reason, we will begin seeking them out.  We might stop by their place of work if convenient, or call their cell phone, text, or e-mail them.  We are seeking them.  When it comes to crunch time, with no time to spare and we are desperate.  We will still be frantically calling and texting them, but we will be doing so as we are on the way to their house to knock on their door.  There is no time left for pleasantries, common courtesy, or convenience.  We need to talk with them and waiting is no longer an option.


Jesus, in today's passage tells us, no matter the situation, to seek out the father.  If it is an issue that we need an answer, but is not our top priority at that moment, still ask and the Father will not delay in responding.  If we are feeling the pressure mount and are seeking out the Father's answer, but still have other options yet to use, seek him out and we will find the response we need.  If we are desperate, we can go and knock on the door, no matter the hour, and it will be opened, even if we know we should have done so earlier.  God is our Father, there is no time that a father is not available.


This is the promise we are given.  If we ask, seek, or knock we will receive a response.  Our culture has taken this and either run with it or thrown it back in our face.  We either start asking God for any and everything and believe we will receive because we asked.  Or, if we have done that extreme too long, we realize that even if we prayed unceasingly, the person still died, the miraculous cure never happened, or I am still waiting for the lottery to call and tell me I have won, despite the fact I have yet to buy a ticket.  From this standpoint,  Jesus' words seem false and empty.  


The commands becomes more jumbled when we remember Jesus' critique of the pagan's prayers which they pile up, thinking that the more that they say, the better chance they are to be heard.  In response to this, Jesus tells us to pray simply, for our father knows what we need.  Yet, the grammar that Jesus uses here tells us that we should be continually asking, seeking, and knocking.  It should not be a one time event, but an event that never stops.


We are commanded to ask, seek, and knock.  But the tense used is the present tense instead of the aorist tense.  If you have no clue what that means, that's okay, I had to refresh myself.  The aorist is a one time command, “Shut the door, there is a bear outside.”  Hopefully you do not have a bear outside your door everyday.  The present is a continuing command, “Always shut the door, or the bugs, rain, cold, or whatever pestilence will get in.”  My mother wishes I would have understood this difference in her commands.  I always assumed they were aorist commands instead of present commands.  The fact that she repeated them each day should have been a hint. 


To cloud up the picture a little more, Jesus says, “Everyone who asks.”  Who is this everyone?  Is it his disciples, his followers, John Q Public, everyone who knows the magic word?  Who is included in this promise, and if it is everyone, why do I need to be a disciple?


So where does that put us with understanding what Jesus is saying?  If you are like me, I have confused and put myself into a mysterious floating haze, unsure of where I am.  When we need that haze to clear, we look for landmarks to realize where we are at.


Last week, we were told do not judge.  In the course of that discussion, we discovered huge planks in our own eyes.  If I did a half way decent job of getting the message across, hopefully you realized that you were, are, and always be a sinner until Christ returns.  The less harsh way of saying that is that, hopefully you are poor in spirit.  We are back to the first beatitude.  It puts us in a place where we know we are dependent upon God and can do nothing on our own.  The reason we can do nothing on our own is because,...wait for it...we are sinners.  We, in our fallen state, are evil, wicked, bad people.  We are all tainted by sin, even in our goodness.


Jesus makes this clear distinction about the state sin has placed us in verse 11.  If you, then, though you are evil.  Notice it is you, not we, for it is Jesus speaking and he has not fallen prey to sin.  We are evil.  For we often think we can do it on our own.  Jesus never experienced that false thought.


If this is what we are and we don't want to be, what might we be doing to change it.  How are we to change?  The only way it is possible to change.  Through the Holy Spirit.  Verse 11 speaks of the good gifts that the father will given.  The Father's good gift  is clearly defined as the Holy Spirit in Luke's parallel version of this passage.  Luke 11:13 reads, “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”


We are to be asking for, seeking, and knocking if we have been that stubborn, for the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  The places we fall short, the places we sin, can only be shored up by the work of the Holy Spirit.  Since we are constantly in a state of sin, we should find ourselves constantly asking for the Spirit's wisdom, seeking the Spirit's guidance, and knocking to be let in on the Spirit's Godly ways.


This then should give us some clarity as to who the everyone may be.  Anyone can ask for the Holy Spirit's wisdom, everybody should ask for the Holy Spirit's gifts.  Only the disciples of Jesus Christ have had the courage and poorness in Spirit to do so.


For if you received the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, you would immediately realize that you yourself are insufficient and unable to do anything yourself.  All the talents, abilities, time, resources, friends, family, relationships, health, daily bread, breaths of air are made possible through the gifts of God.  Once you realize that, there is no where else you would want to be other than a disciple of Jesus Christ.


Those who want to take ask, seek, and knock and say they did that and God has not answered their prayers because he did not do what they wanted God to do, are right.  We often close our prayers with, “In Jesus' name.”  The reason we use this, is that we are asking the request in the character or name of Jesus.  Jesus did not give people what they wanted, he gave them what they needed first.  What do we really need?  We need God and God is excited to give himself.  


As we find God, we will find ourselves seeking first the Kingdom of God and God's righteousness.  As we are doing this, we will be blessed with all the other things being given as well.  For it is our father.  But our father wants to first give us himself.  Our father knows us, because he created us.  So he knows where we are likely to falter.  


We like the idea of justification, we like that in that in asking Jesus to come into our lives, all our sins have been forgiven.  We like that and want to believe the rest of life has been taken care of, we have our place in heaven secure so what more is there to worry about?


We would be fine if the verse read, “Seek first your own eternal salvation and all these other things will be added unto you.”  Unfortunately, we are seeking the Kingdom of Heaven, which is here right now.  We are called to be like we will someday be when Christ returns right now.  Therefore, justification is not the end of the journey.  We still have sanctification to walk along.  We are to live as we were created right now.  We are needing the Holy Spirit to continually be present in each and every decision right now.  We should pray unceasingly because we need to constantly be asking, seeking, and knocking for direction in our lives.


While this seems like burdensome, toilsome work that may never end, we must not forget the promise.  All that ask receive.  Not only that, all who seek find.  The cherry on top, all that knock, are free to walk in through the wide open door into the father's counsel.  As we face the promise that God will provide a response to our blindness, the planks of wood in our own eyes, so that we are able to then build his kingdom bu allowing us to clearly see the splinter in our neighbor’s eye, why do we wait?


Time is of the essence.  Our time has limits in this life.  Why do we kid ourselves that we can handle it on our own.  The sermon on the mount is drawing to a close.  We should have no doubt that we are poor in spirit, there is much to mourn about, we should be meek, we should be thirsting and hungering after God, peace making should be a priority, pure hearts a.k.a santification should be clear.  For when we are there, we will receive the kingdom of heaven, inherit the earth, be comforted, filled, receive mercy, and with our clear vision, we should be able to see God.  So knock on the door now and get yourself to a point in your walk with God to where you only have to ask.  But know that our merciful God responds to his disciples when they seek or knock as well.  No hour is too late, no issue is too small, to not take care of it now and be that much more able to see what God is really doing.

