 
Before we dive right into this text, I thought it would be prudent to set a strong foundation on which to understand what is happening here.  We are entering a text that we all have heard and know.  We all have ideas of what we want Christ to be saying here, but what is he really saying and to who.  I believe once we have a few premises underfoot, we will be able to look at our own previous understandings and sift out the sand within them and be standing on Christ's Word alone.


First, remember we are in the warnings, we are at the end of the Sermon on the Mount.  These are Jesus' last words for this introduction on what it means to be a disciple of him.  This means that everyone who hears this warning has also heard the whole rest of the sermon.  They have sat at his feet and heard his teaching.  They are well aware of everything Jesus promises and everything he asks for.


They are the same as everyone in this room right now.  Hopefully, when I finish this sermon in an hour or two, you will all still be here.  You will all have heard the same words.  Now the question becomes, who will put them into practice?  It is not hearing the words alone that is enough for Jesus.  It is not reading the words alone each morning that meets Jesus' standard.  It is doing the words, obeying the words, acting on the words that meet Jesus' standard.

We really can't be angry at God for this standard.  For things that matter, there is always a two step test.  There is the written and practical for our drivers test, a written and practical for first aid and CPR, surgeons not only need to know the information about the body, they need to be able to work within it.  The knowledge alone will not carry the day.  The ability to act is non-existent without the knowledge, but it is not the end goal.  Carrying out the words of Jesus Christ is.


So we have everyone in this parable hearing the words, but we still have a different result.  What else do we need to know?  We need to know that the two houses were built in the same area.  They might even be what we would consider across the street from each other or neighbors.  We can assume this, because they both receive the same weather, they are both within proximity to the rivers that rise and threaten the house.  All of the same conditions occur, but a different result.  The reason is nothing more than the foundation they started with.


The last piece we need to have clear in our minds, is that the storms did not happen during the construction, but after the homes had been established.  They both were living and enjoying life for a period of time.  In Palestine, there are many dry river beds for a season.  They are flat, with the ground already cleared, and lush vegetation around them.  They are ideal places to pitch a tent, as long as there is not a storm coming.  You would not want to build a house there however.


You would think we would know this, but the fact that every Spring, we get television coverage of houses being flooded by rivers reminds us we are a stubborn people.  We have pieces of land that are on different flood plains.  Some are annual, others are 10, 50, and 100 year plains.  There are people who build houses on 10 year flood plains.  Why?  The location is so nice, beautiful, and convienent.  When I looked at it, the water was 10 feet down, there is no way it can come up that high!


If I were new into town, the beach at Yakatania Point would look like a great place to camp.  6 to 12 hours later, I would be rethinking my choice.  I would wish that I might have taken the lead from the year round residents who for some reason built a shelter and fire pit forty feet above on the rocks instead of down here, right next to the lapping waves.  But it was so nice on the beach when I showed up.  Why change?


One is rock, the other sand.  So What is the difference between rock and sand?  Why does the house on the rock remain despite the storms and the house on the sand falter?  Is not sand eroded rock?  I am building my house on millions of smaller rocks, instead of one big one.  Why should that make a difference?


It is significant that Jesus says rock instead of rocks.  Most of us would prefer rocks, because that is what we do.  Our lives are most likely built on something between sand and rocks, but not fully rock, singular.  We may not have millions of places we seek out to live our life, but it often includes at least ourselves instead of Jesus' words alone.  It may also include our culture, customs, family, spouse, upbringing, books we've read, desires, or just sheer marketing.  All of this and more is in competition to be the foundation upon which we build our lives.


Why should there be a competition when we know the end result.  Why don't we all build on the one solid rock?  We know why.  Rock is not easily moldable to to our needs.  Sand is, or at least smaller rocks are.  Hence, why we now have cement for our foundations.  One solid rock would cause us to react to it, instead of it to us.  We are limited by its size, shape, texture.  We lose control of the situaiton and are shaped by it.


Finding such a rock is not a lazy man's enterprise either.  Finding a flat spot on sand is easy.  If it has a divot, you can fill it in by just using your foot to make it flat.  Luke's version has the wise man digging down deep to the bedrock.  That which is fixed and unmoving.  Who wants to do that much digging.  I want the house up because there are other things to worry about.  There is my family to feed, business to do, people to see.  Why, should I stay here and dig when I could be done already.  


We can also conclude the difference between a wise and foolish man is the lack of foresight.  When are we living.  Are we living purely in the now, or are we also aware of the consequences of our actions in the now?  I have heard and said more than once in my lifetime, “If I would have known this was going to happen, I would have done something different!”


We know things are going to happen.  Just because we are listening and doing Jesus' words, does not mean that the rain does not come, the streams do not rise, the wind does not blow.  It just means that when the storm subsides, we are still standing.  We can not tell Jesus that we were unaware the waters of chaos were coming to our life.  We can not tell him we did not know the world was going to try and find every crack in our life and come in that way.


The only difference is that we have the ability to weather the storms, because of who our foundation is built upon.  The source of all of our actions gives us the ability to stand.  The foolish builder's life will weather for awhile, but in the end, when the full force of the elements of life have taken their toll, there is a great crash.  It is not a slow gentle eroding in the end, even though that will have weakened it, in the end, what was thought to be live able becomes rubble for the cameras.


Jesus does not mix words here.  Are we ready for the storms, the floods?  What does our foundation look like?  Do we have granules of sand from the rock as our foundation, or the rock alone?  Are we picking and choosing which words to do and leaving others out, or are we taking Jesus in the fullness of his words?  Are we hearing his words and responding, or just hearing.  If we are just hearing, everything will appear okay, until the day of the storm.  Then, it will all come down.  Not just part of it, but the crash will be great, it will all come down.  Let us hear Jesus' words and respond accordingly, by doing them, not just knowing them.

Amen.

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.  27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”
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