
This morning, we enter into the first of four warnings given by Jesus to conclude the sermon on the mount.  Jesus does this, because he knows human nature.  He is well aware that we did not trust him and his father in the Garden of Eden to tell us what is good and what is evil.  So, since we have eaten from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, Jesus now gives us the full disclosure of what will happen as we choose our response to his call to discipleship.  If sin were not prevelant in our lives, this whole section would have been unnecessary.  For we would hear the words of our loving Father and responded with a simple, “Yes Father.”

As it stands, Jesus needs to give us four warnings about how we react to his sermon.  The first is the narrow gate and way.  In this passage, Jesus lays out that we now have two choices.  We have heard what he calls us to do and we can do it or we can ignore it.  It is a take it or leave it offer.  It is not a sampler platter, you choose Jesus or you choose someone else.  Choosing someone else is also known as idolatry.

We would hope that there is a place where we can float along and be okay.  That place does not exist in this passage.  There are two gates and two paths.  The two gates are the only entry ways and they lead in two different directions.


The narrow gate is more than our salvation, it is Jesus Christ.  In John’s gospel, we hear that Jesus is not only the way, truth, and the life, the path that we must follow, but Jesus is also the gate.  It is through Jesus that we must enter.  Now, as I say this, my mind immediately goes to our salvation.  And yes, it is true that Jesus’ blood is all that is necessary for our salvation, his work alone was sufficient.  But look at when Jesus was saying this.  This was his first sermon in public, it was to his followers, he does not raise the issue of his death and resurrection for an extended period of time.  He is talking about the way they live their lives right now.


The narrow gate is a call for right living, living in relationship to Jesus and responding to the Lordship of Christ right now.  Which gate are you going through will determine the path you take.


The wide gate is any other gate but Jesus.  That could be the gate of religion, ethics, politics, self, lasai faire, Hinduism, Islam, Methodism, Catholocism or even  Presbyterianism.  Our constitution is aware of this possibility.  In the Presbyterian Book of Order, it tells us that the church constitution is made up of the book of order, the book of confessions, and the Holy Bible.  When in question, the Bible itself, God’s word is the final authority.  They placed authority that way, because they were aware of their human tendencies to take the easier path.   Yet, if the gate is not Jesus and Jesus himself alone, then we are going down the broad path after the broad gate.  So scripture is first, because Jesus is first.

Now the question is, why is Jesus the narrow gate.  Wouldn’t he rather be the wide gate and the narrow gate being only a few really bad people?  He is a God of love, is he not?  Why are there only a few that find the way instead of countless throngs?

First, we need to look at the gates that Jesus would have been using as his point of reference.  In cities, especially Jerusalem, there were wide gates that any and everybody could come in with their camels and carts fully loaded to provide for themselves.  There was also a few gates that only one person could slip get through.  One such gate, is the “eye of the needle” which is known for being too small to fit a camel through.


In Jesus’ call to discipleship, we as individuals and we alone can make that call.  We are not brought in by our parents coat tails, our ancestory, or even or rank and position in town. It is all dependent on our relationship with Christ.  All our money, fame, work, and whatever else are left outside.  The only thing we are to have on as we pass through this gate is our desire for God’s righteousness and kingdom.  Anything more and we won’t fit through the gate.  


We were meant to travel light and depend on Christ alone.  Look at the broadway in this town on a Wednesday.  A wide, well paved street should be easy to travel upon.  Yet, it is not.  Mainly because people are traveling where ever they want with whatever they want with no clear goal in mind.  Slower walkers with large bags make so pedestrians walk in the street, which slows the buses and cars, which were behind the horses.  A path 2 to three times the normal width of a sidewalk is insufficient.

Our natural response, is to widen things to make the world work.  Yet, if we look at what really works, it is not widening that helps, but narrowing.  The New York subway moves 5 million people a day.  Each person enters through a narrow turnstile.  73,000 can pile into the Louisiana Superdome for a football game in a night.  The only way no one is hurt, is they go through a narrow gate.


The narrow gate creates order to a chaotic universe.  It asks the person what they are willing to leave behind in order to enter.  Whether that is a large cooler to get into the superdome or selfish ambition to enter through the narrow gate.  The broad gate puts no restrictions upon us.  Large buses, semi’s, sometimes even buildings have been moved along it.  There are no restrictions on the path.  Yes, people may self voluntarily pack more efficiently or lighter to move along faster, but the destination is the same, destruction.

When climbing on a glacier, it is best to stay on a narrow path.  You step where the person ahead of you has stepped.  You step there, because the route held them, so you are fairly certain it will hold you.  You don’t step in the same area, but the same exact footprint if possible.  To walk across a glacier abreast would be foolishness, a crevasse could be at the next step.  You are best to follow a proven path until shown otherwise.  
The path that Jesus has walked is our path that we are to follow.  It is a clearly defined path at this point in the sermon.  It is a well marked path.  But it is not an easy path.  It is not a carefree path.  Narrow paths require your full faculties to be engaged, broad paths require you to have a pulse.  Back in Montana, once out of the mountains and driving the praries, there were areas that one could put the car on cruise control and a club on the wheel and drive 300 miles while asleep.  I have also been on trails where a single misstep meant certain peril or calamity.  
Jesus calls us to the narrow, not broad path.  We enter onto the narrow path through the narrow gate for good reason.  It is not a gently narrowing path like the one from here to Yakatania Point.  Starting out on a paved road, then sidewalk, bridge, dirt road, then trail.  It is narrow trail or the broadway.  The only way we can survive on this narrow road is if we have Jesus guiding us.  For there will be days when we will stumble off the path.  There will be days when the path is not easy and we will face storms and tribulation.  As we slide off route, we would be left to slide to our death if we had a different leader.  If we had a leader who had not defeated death.  If we had a leader who was unable to offer us new life.  Then the narrow way would not only have few on it, but few would finish the walk.  Yet, with entering through Christ, when we stumble, we have mercy, grace, and most importantly forgiveness offered to us.  

We know that most people who come to Skagway, spend some time on Broadway.  Yet, those who really want to live and experience Skagway, leave broadway and head to places where the path is narrower, there are fewer people, and they experience God’s creation in a whole new way.  May we be bold enough to enter the gate of discipleship with Christ and experience life anew.

Amen.

