When we start to look at the verse, do unto others, as you would have them do unto you, we feel so ethically high.  Our culture has deemed this phrase, “The Golden Rule.”  It is the high point and summation of the Sermon on the Mount.  From here on out, Jesus will just give us warnings of why we must follow what has already been said.  He will conclude with the narrow gate and the house built on rock and sand.  Those will be our warnings if we fail to respond to his words.  
So, here we sit at 7:12 and realize how brilliant and unique Jesus is as a teacher.  He started us off with the beatitudes which set the stage for the rest of the sermon.  He told us how we are to be, how we are to fulfill those according to the law as God saw it, according to religious practices of praying, tithing, and fasting, and real life living.  He then summed up any uncertainties with 24 hour customer support with seek, ask and knock.  Now, Jesus, the teacher of all teachers, sums up in 15 words what had previously taken 593,493 words for the law and the prophets to enunciate.

“So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.”  It seems so simple.  It is amazing that no one else could have come up with something on their own.  If you do a little research, you realize that others have come up with something like that on their own.  In our need to be all of one faith, there are whole websites that show you that everyone has the same message.  From Islam to Native American Spirituality.


Listen to a few examples:  Muhammad instructs his followers, “Hurt no one so that no one may hurt you.”  Hinduism teaches, “One should never do that to another which one regards as injurious to one’s own self. This, in brief, is the rule of dharma. Other behavior is due to selfish desires.”  Rabbi Hillel guided his disciples with, “That which is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow. That is the whole Torah; the rest is the explanation; go and learn.”  Isocrates, the ancient Greek philosopher even had it figured out, “"Do not do to others what would anger you if done to you by others."

So universal is this teaching, that in 1993 the Parliament of the World’s Religions (1993) proclaimed the Golden Rule, (both in negative and positive form), as the common principle for many religions. The Initial Declaration was signed by 143 leaders from different faith traditions and spiritual communities.  While we can feel good about this common ethic, the way it is lived out leaves us in different places.  The first clue comes in the statement of the Parliament.  There is the negative and postive form of the golden rule.


The negative form is a prohibitive command.  Do not is a much narrower range than do.  Look at the difference when we take a few of the ten commandments and leave them as prohibitions verses commands.  Do not murder versus do love one another is a totally different ball game.  With the murder, as long as I don’t stop the brain or heart function of a fellow man, I am fine.  I can break his arm or leg and still be within the letter of the law.  Jesus taught earlier that if we take the command correctly, and live out its positive reciprical, to even call a man an idiot was to break the relationship in which the law was to protect.  The majority of the versions are prohibitive.  They tell us what not to do.  There are two or three that are framed in the positive voice, but are still weak.  Verbs like ascribe, wish, and seek fail to produce the same message.  They exist on a mental level, with out any physical actions being required.  We all hope, wish, and dream of world peace.  But Jesus is not just a thinker, he is a doer.  He calls his disciples to be peace makers.  He moves our ethic from the etherial to the physical.


We are not able to drift with his command about what would be ideal, but what can be done.  I can talk about what would be best for our country all I want, or even our city.  But until I leave the SweetTooth and do something different with my life, nothing really changes.  We are to be doing things, not avoiding things or wishing for things, for others that we would want done to us.


The philosophers are quick to point out that even this by itself is not safe.  For each person is different and we are all ready to highlight the masochists of the world, the suicide bombers, the ruthless dictators who show an inability to discern well what is best and most desirable to do to others.  Karl Popper suggests, “"The golden rule is a good standard which is further improved by doing unto others, wherever possible, as they want to be done by." Immanuel Kant, Friedrich Nietzsche, and Bertrand Russell raise similar objections. How does one know how others want to be treated? The obvious way is to ask them, but this cannot be done if one assumes they have not reached a particular and relevant understanding. Children want everything given to them that they see.  Adults do things that get them in trouble, even though they know better.  How can we live by this rule of doing?

The philosophers are correct, we lack the understanding.  We are back to the problem that has plagued humanity from the beginning.  Sin.  Again, our sinful nature is complicating our lives.  How are we to do for others what we would have done if left to our own will we would do something that does us no good.  Left to our own devices, we shouldn’t follow Jesus’ golden rule at all.  We would be better off sticking with the rest of the religions who stick to the prohibitive.


The only reason Jesus gives us something different than the other religions is that he gives himself.  He is aware that we do have a loving Father that knows how to give good gifts.  He knows that we will have the Holy Spirit living in and amongst us to enable us to determine what our brothers and sisters would most benefit from.  He knows that he is telling this to his disciples, not just anyone off the street.  We are not to do anything before we have started to respond to the call of the beatitudes.  We are to first be trusting the guidance of the Father in our lives before we try to bless others.  Anything more and we are calling chaos upon the world.

Jesus calls us to action in this verse, because he has already given us instructions so that we know how to live.  The particular and relevant understanding that the philosphers are asking for has been presented to us in the sermon on the mount.  Where we are still unclear, we should notice that the golden rule is part of the same section that tells us to seek, ask, and knock.  The same paragraph that tells the person who will open the door is our father who knows only how to give great gifts.  Upon that, we can meet the questions of the philosophers and say, “Christ has defined how I should live and I as I seek out his kingdom and righteousness, I know that is what my person I am seeking to serve desires most.”  With Christ’s teaching, I can stop preventing people from doing things, and encourage them to live fully, just as Christ commands them.  Not by sitting idly, but by doing, and doing it all, in everything, for God’s inbreaking Kingdom.

Amen
