
You have to give Jesus credit, he is very clear about his expectations in the Sermon on the Mount.  When you reach Paul's epistles, I find my self having to diagram the sentence structure to make sure I am putting first things first, emphasizing the proper places.  Not so with Jesus.  It is very straight forward.  He gives us an overarching principle of what not to do, two examples with summaries of why we should listen, and then gives us the positive choice to conclude.


In this case, we get, “be not anxious,” look at the birds, learn thoroughly the lilies, and then seek the Kingdom of God instead of being anxious.  I am sure that that is his structure, because those are the four imperatives or commands of this passage.  Everything else just fleshes out those four big ideas.  So it is by looking at each of those four commands that we are going to proceed.


First, we are told, be not anxious.  What are we told to not be anxious about?  Our life and our body.  Our soul and body.  What we will eat, drink, and wear.  Why are we told not to worry about such things, for they are at the base of Maslow's Hiearchy of Needs, without which we are not able to survive?  It is because these are our basic needs that we are not to worry.  God did not make us to fret about such things as being the highest part of our lives.  What would our life look like it that is all the further we made it each day?  If our highest calling in life was to worry over what to eat, drink, and wear tomorrow.


Yes, you did hear the word tomorrow.  The reason is, the greek word for anxious carries with it future concerns.  I and God appreciate that you made a decision on what to wear, eat and drink today so that you can be here filled and decent.  But the future is where we often live.  This is a dangerous place to live, in the future.  What can you do to change the future?  Nothing.  You do not know what tomorrow will bring until tomorrow becomes the present.  


Part of Jesus' good news was that his Kingdom is presently here right now.  There was no more worrying about when it will come and what it will look like.  It is here and it will look like what is currently here.  So we need not worry about the future, but focus on the present and what we are called to today.  Jesus sums this whole section up by saying, “Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don’t get worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever hard things come up when the time comes.”  Live in the present, not the future!


Okay, Jesus, I won't get worked up, but then tell me, how will I eat or drink?  Jesus counters   our question with a command to consider a concrete example, the birds of the air.  We see them around here all the time, but they are not known for their worldly concern.  Yet, how wide is their range of food?  


Let's take the bald eagle.  They can be seen year round, but come winter, food is not as prevalent.  Yet, they are fed as they feed on carcasses of dead animals that fall from cliffs.  Come spring and summer, they become consistent hunters of the ocean, rivers, and lakes, having to majestically swoop down, skim the water, to bring their meal home.  Yet, come fall, they all head to Haines and can lazily move from one buffet to the other as the dead salmon line the lake shore.  They eat year round, from so many different sources, yet they eat without worrying, “What happens if the salmon run is down next year, what happens if it falls below freezing early this year?”  They go from one year to the next looking for the food for that day.  They still work, but they do not worry about tomorrows food, they worry about the next catch.  They look for their daily bread as God reveals it that day.


If God, the eagle's creator, provides food for them and the pigeons, ravens, and sparrows of the land, how much more will God our creator, and what is more, our father provide for our needs?  Jesus is working from the argument of, if I take care of these smaller things, that do not have God's image living within them, imagine what I will do for you who do have God living with in you.


Still not  convinced.  Jesus asks one final question to summarize and drive home his point.  How many of you have been able to grow taller because you spent your mental energy doing so?  How many of you could make the day last longer because you wanted it to.  We are not in control.  Our Father is.  To quote a popular roadside sign, “Worry is a waste of the imagination.”  We have grown, we have lived full days, but those things were not up to us.  God has everything under his care and there are many things we need to just live with and react to, because there is nothing we can do to be proactive about them.


We like to pretend that we can control hair loss or the length of our life and there are always new scientific breakthroughs helping us to do so.  Yet, in the end, science still has no say.  How many times have doctors been wrong about the time we have left.  They are giving us the averages, but they are the averages of how long God kept people alive who had this condition.  We know of outliers to the prediction.  Some who quadrupled the best guess of science, because science is not God, with a capital G, it is an idol when placed above God, it is at times a god with a small G.


Just to make sure we get what he is saying, Jesus gives us another example.  This time, it is not look at, but learn thoroughly, carefully examine the lilies of the field.  Hopefully, everyone had a chance to do so this past week at the garden and flower show.  In case you missed it, you were given one to examine carefully.  If you did, you would have seen a variety of flowers that were grown here in Skagway.  There were roses, lilies, gladiolas, geraniums and more.  Jesus is calling his disciples to look at a similar array of flowers with this word commonly translated lilies, but meaning wildflowers in general.


We know they are worth looking at, otherwise we would not bother to grow them or have a show to celebrate their collective beauty.  The variety I saw within each category was amazing.  Even the same type of flower on the same plant, was beautifully and uniquely made.  None of the flowers missed a chance to speak something to each viewer.  If we were to study them, we would see that they do not try planning ahead, but live in the circumstances that they are given.  Opening and closing according to the conditions, sprouting when the ground is thawed, not when the calendar said they did last year.  Soaking in the rain and sun, each when it is available, and growing to its fullest as long as it has time.  All of this, we could learn from flowers.  


This is before we get into their unique beauty.  When there, we know that there is a creator God, because each is unique and like none other.  If you look at plastic flowers, you will find a variety, but quite often, the uniqueness does not exist, for it is too expensive.  Yet, God spared no expense on the wildflowers, many that will never be viewed by man.  If God intentionally does so much to dress the flowers of the field, will he not take care of us, not only his creation, but his children.  The grass will be here today and thrown into the fire tomorrow.  But God has called us to be with him for all eternity as his children.  Will he not put sufficient effort for us to be prepared and beautiful for all eternity?  


Jesus then tells us that we are lacking in faith.  We do have some faith, but our faith is small.  We are aware of his promises, but we have not really looked at them, have not really examined them fully.  With this lack of action, our faith, knowing who God is and does is small.  We do not have much to stand on, when there is plenty to stand on.  If we lived on the simple example of the birds and lilies our lives would be drastically different.  That is before the calling of the Father to his children.  That is before the work of the brother for his siblings on the cross.  That is before the sending of the spirit.  If we were to do such things, how might our view of our worries change?


If we really knew the Father and his promises, actions, and love, we would do one thing and one things alone.  Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness.  Our minds would not worry about what we would wear, eat, and drink, but ensuring that others had enough to wear, eat, and drink.  We would make sure we were hearing God's call for our life that day.  We would be present continually before the Lord, seeking out his way, his will, his character, just as we were taught to pray in the Lords prayer.  We need not worry about achieving his way, will, or character, for that is his to do.  We just need to be open to what God provides for us to do as part of his way, will and character.  


The birds to not worry about getting the harvest into the barns, but knowing where to go next to get the food their creator provided that day.  Whether that be on the mountain side, the lake, or the ocean.  The flowers are not working away or spinning to make themselves beautiful, they just live in the fullness of who God made them to be.  If you look at the flower in your hand, you can see that living the way God created you provides sufficient beauty.  Being a child of the Father is sufficient all in itself.  Living as a child of the Father's Kingdom and following his calling in redeeming and renewing creation is all that needs to be done.


As we do so, all of these other, lesser things will be provided as well, for it is our father and he already knows what we need.

Amen

