
Living in Skagway, you see things that you would not see anywhere else.  There is always something breaking the normalcy of life.  Yet even here in Skagway, where there is not an official hearse, you still never see the car carrying the deceased to the cometary followed by u-haul trailer.  The reason is, you can't take it with you.  Instead, you die, and your family either sorts through it or it is sold to the museum.  


This town's economy is based upon this idea.  Selling only what you can take with you.  I could not think of a store that really sold anything that a cruise ship passenger could not take with them.  Everything can be carried back to the boat.  There is not a car dealership, nor is there a furniture store, no boat or RV dealer.  Why, because people only want what they can take with them.  So, it is obvious that someone did the math and figured out what is the smallest, most expensive thing that people can take with them.  Now, we have an abundance of jewelry stores.  If you are not selling diamonds, furs, or food, you are selling experiences to people.  They can come and participate, take a few pictures, and walk back on the ship with memories a views to last a lifetime.


With this reality staring us in the face every summer, it is amazing we do not get the message very clearly in our lives.  We are not the first though, otherwise, Jesus would not have to lay it out so blatantly.  This passage marks the transition from spiritual practices of giving, praying, and fasting to everyday living like goals and viewpoints.  Jesus knows we need instruction in both and covers both because he is the Lord of the spiritual and everyday concerns.  He was tempted by both spiritual and everyday things, like eating bread.


Jesus Christ's disciples needed light shone on their everyday routines even as they walked with the light himself.  If they needed things pointed out, we might need to spend some time reflecting on our practices as well.  Jesus attacks the same issue from three different angles in this passage.  The issue of God being first in our life.


The first angle is treasures, what we use to give us worth.  In this context, we are forced to ask ourselves, what gives us worth?  Why should we be listened to?  Our natural response is to look at someone's experience, education, wealth, family of origin, or role in the community.  Which of those can be jammed into the coffin with you?  Which of those will still be giving us standing when we are face to face with Christ?


Jesus encourages us to find our value not in things but in a person, our father.  Some of us have our value from people, but that is not our father and still stands to be eroded away.  Look at politicians who have lived respectable lives, only to have every good and decent thing they have done twisted by their opponent to make them look weak.  Our deepest selves we keep locked away in bolted cedar chests, otherwise wearing them in the open would leave them open to moths.  People we have invested parts of our selves into are not guaranteed to be here tomorrow.  Death may come and steal them away from us.  So what is left, what is still safe? 


Everything that is on this earth is currently subject to death, decay, and sin.  In heaven, where God is, death, decay and sin do not exist.  We are told to place our riches there.  We are not told to deny ourselves friends and family, we are not to avoid clothing nor riches, but we are told not to find our value there.  We are told to find our value in being children of the King.  We are to find our value in using the gifts the father gives us to give him glory.  Our relationships are opportunities to share the love of the Father with others.  Our goods are opportunities to bless others with God's grace.  What good is providing a better start for our children financially, emotionally, or socially if they do not know the source of our hope, Jesus Christ and his promise of eternal life right now.  Fully lived lives right now!


Jesus moves to a new vantage point and works at the issue from a different angle.  He talks about our eyes.  Our eyes are how we see the world.  Is our life egocentric or christocentric?  Is life based on seeing the world revolved around us or Christ?  For if it is based on us, life will be lived one way and if it is on Christ, life will appear much differently.


Now, when I first started working this passage in my head, I viewed the eye as a window.  If it was clean, lots of light would come in and our life would get cleaned up.  While that is probably a true statement, it is not what Christ is saying here.  If Christ wanted to say window, he would have.  But he did not, he said the, “Lamp of the body is the eye.”  The eye, depending on the type of light it is shining out upon the world, we will see things differently.  If the eye sees death and destruction everywhere it looks, the lamp is not shining brightly, but dimly.  It does not see what Christ sees.  The Father sees the potential, the good, his own image in each one of us and calls us to that.  We all know that parents are more likely to see the potential of their child rather than weaknesses.  They are usually aware of the weaknesses, but they do not live there.  Neither does our heavenly father, and Jesus tells us, neither should we.


If we view this world as already wasted and God's choices already in place with nothing we do making a difference, we will have an eye that is dark, and how dark everything will be.  If we take the time to realize that God's Kingdom is breaking in, that our treasures can be experienced now, God is good and redeeming his whole creation, how bright will that light be.  We will have hope against all hope.  We will be able to walk through, around, and in places where others dare not travel due to fear and uncertainty.  The lamp is not to illumine our insides, but to burn from the inside and shine out onto the world to see it as the light himself sees it.  Worthy of giving his precious life for, so that the light might shine in the darkness, and the darkness is unable to overcome it. 


Finally, if Jesus has not been clear that God and his Kingdom should be our highest priority even in our daily lives, he gives us an ultimatum.  It is either God first or not at all.  It is an either or situation, not a both and.  The reason is, God and his promises do not work if there is something higher than they are.  As U.S. Christians, we are sometimes forced to choose between God and country, God and freedom, God and patriotism.  In other counties, it is God and life.


The reason for this is because Jesus does not use the word serve in the hired butler sense, but serve in the doulos or slave sense.  In the greco-roman world, slaves were the possession of their master.  The master was the dictator of their lives.  Every thing they did, including their children was for their master.  When they ate, slept, worked and rested was up to their master.  So there is no way they could be the possession of two masters.  If they were to try and serve two, they are both going to want a full days work out of you, yet for one of them, you will be working when you should be sleeping.  My money would be on that one as the one you hate or despise.


Yet, we try to do it all of the time.  We have my time, my job, my family, my money and even my Lord.  We act as two year olds.  Everything is mine.  We call Jesus our Lord and Savior but do not realize the fullness of the title Lord.  When we accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord, we became indebted to him, because he paid the price we could not pay.  We committed our life to him, because he knew better how our lives should be than we did.  Somehow, even as we have done all of this, we think we still have something that is ours and ours alone.


As we live this way, we are really saying is that Jesus is not our Lord, he is not our savior.  He can help out if he wants, but I have done all of this.  Maybe we are more progressive and say that humanity has done all of this.


This is why Jesus uses the word Mammon here.  Mammon originally meant what you entrust to others to keep safe.  What you give to the bank to hold in your safe deposit box.  Over time, the denotation shifted to mean what you trust to keep you safe.  The possessions were no longer serving the person, but the person serving the possessions.  Money is the common english translation, because that is the source of our economy which gains us all we perceive we need to keep us alive.  


If you look carefully at the NIV version, you will see an oddity, the last word of verse 24 is capitalized, that word is Money.  The reason money is capitalized is because it or Mamon is taking the role of a god.  Jesus clearly tells us that either we trust God the Father or we choose something else.  There is nothing in between.  There is no middle ground.


If we choose God, our treasures will last and bless all eternity, we will see the world full of light, and we will serve the Master that should be served instead of some lower knockoff version.  We will be serving the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit with all that we are.  For not only will we be able to take it with us, but they are all already there, ready to bring it back to the new heaven and new earth.  Amen.

