
Last week, we finished the Lord's Prayer.  We covered six petitions that covered every aspect of our lives.  We covered everything that God needs to do and we covered everything that we needed done.  We needed our basic meals, forgiveness, and help staying away from temptation.  Yet, of all six things, only forgiveness is mentioned a second time.  We see this happening often in the New Testament as in the reading from Colossians


What part did Jesus emphasize again?  Not that we needed forgiveness, that was a givn, but that we need to forgive one another in order to be forgiven by God.  This, again, seems like a dangerous place to be.  It almost seems that our forgiveness is based on our actions.  Are they?  The answer is one that will drive some of you crazy, yes and no.


Jesus died for our sins and the forgiveness of those sins has been paid for once and for all.  Yet, we need also to be forgiven for our continuing actions in order for our relationship to be right with God and one another each day.  The word used here for sin that is often translated as trespasses  means a type of slipping past the line.  In Christ, we have been reborn and have the Holy Spirit living within us.  The Holy Spirit's role in our lives is hopefully ever growing and expanding.  Yet, within us in this life, we also have our earthly self still existing.


Don't believe me?  Let me tell you a story.  In a land far far away, there was kingdom that had a high and mighty king.  That king had called one of his children to shepherd some of his people in a small remote village that had long winters with dark nights and busy summers where pirates, sea merchants, and wanderers came and stumbled through the town.


Now this shepherd had been called to help the people forgive one another and walk within the light that emanated from the king.  He did a fair job of it, at least his parents thought so, but they might be biased.  However, this shepherd was far removed from one of his fiercest tests that showed his worldliness.  The test known as, siblings.  As the shepherd had grown up, he accomplished many things his older brother wanted to do but the circumstances of life had not presented themselves for him.  The older brother may have also started out bitter due to the younger brother being taller than him since mid adolescents, yet three years younger.  This led to numerous challenges on the court where the white net hung gallantly off the orange rim.  All such contests in the past two decades belonging decisively to the younger brother.  So it was with this history behind them that our protagonist faced the first conflict of our tale.


The siblings actually numbered three total, not just the two brothers, but a third sister to try and balance out the equation.  This third character possessed a mix of good and bad qualities of both brothers, with the gender difference being used to mix the good and the bad together.  This mix, allowed the sister to feel connected to both brothers and thus desiring a reunion of sorts.


So, the three siblings, last together at the eldest brothers marriage five years prior, united again for the first time in the land of Zed.  This land was not like the old Zed, but was a newer version, commonly referred to by the shepherds eastern neighbors as N, Zed.


The two brothers were united together first, for 24 hours before the sister joined them.  Things went as they usually did.  The older brother talking about life and the younger just listening, sneaking in a sentence here and there.  Yet, when the sister joined the mix, the careful balance was dissinigrated and chaos began.


A covenant had been agreed upon before meeting together, that all would have equal share in decision making and costs would be covered as each had ability to pay.  Unfortunately, for the older brother, times had recently been tough in his home country of Oz and he came unable to contribute as he felt the eldest sibling should.  This lead to a shut down in communication.  The eldest had been to the land of N Zed before, since it was close to his country of Oz, so it was difficult to satisfy his wants and desires since he was having difficulty expressing them.  


The two younger siblings had traveled around the globe to meet with the older brother, but were rejected over and over.  They older brother chose to eat alone on his birthday, because his 'real' family was not there to celebrate with him.  Meals were not shared as a community, but snuck in when the other two were not looking, to gain the air of independence.  The value and worth was repeatedly questioned and tarnished in conversations trying to clear the air.  The shepherd of the people was having difficulty continuing to forgive his brothers indiscretions and attacks even though he knew he should.


Finally, after ten days, the two parties were unable to find grace for each other again and left the brother on the side of the thorough way, as he had expressed was his desire in order to enjoy the remaining three days of the gathering.  The two other siblings knew that this was not a good ending to their adventure, but at the time, a necessary intervention.


Soon, the three all found themselves at home in their lands, yet the communication between the older brother and the younger siblings was non-existent.  The guilt of the current situation grew upon the younger siblings, but was easily quenched by replaying reality.  The hurt and damage done by the older brother was enough to extinguish any thought of reconciliation.  The older brother was the jerk, he must be the one to apologize first and begin reconciliation.  His wrongs were what was causing all of the separation.  Look at what he had done and had been doing for years!  He had gone too far this time!


Now, the younger siblings knew the reasons why the brother acted the way he did, what burdens he was carrying, what pain had already visited his heart.  Yet, despite knowing all of this, self seeking justice pervaded and held court in their lives.  The sister eventually, tried to break the silence of the camps and demanded an apology in order for a relationship to resume, her request was denied and so the silence remained and thickened.


Each side knew somewhere in their heart that forgiveness would be the ideal thing to happen, but the righteousness of waiting for an apology held the trump card over any such humbleness.  As time continued, the positions of the hearts solidified and walls were built up to maintain the rightness of each side.


This continued until the wise king of the shepherd decided to intervene after four months of watching the stubbornness of his people.  The kings desire for his people to forgive each other was the kings priority.  For he knew if the people could not forgive one another, how could they know the King's forgiveness.


So the king changed the situation of the siblings dramatically.  What the king did helped the siblings put things into reality.  They had been living in a world where self was the highest calling.  The siblings had not spoken because they each thought they were right and were not willing to humble themselves again.  They had put a cap on the number of times they would forgive each other.  The trip had called for at least 70 times, but they were not ready to go 7 times 70.  They could forgive each other only so many times, but was sacrificing their dignity and self respect really worth it?


Yes!  The king made that clear when the eldest brother was attacked by a dragon that had haunted his land for years.  The dragons attack left him hanging onto life by a thread as people came to his side praying to the King that his life would continue.  Through the grace of the king, the eldest brothers life was spared from certain death yet again.  The number of times which has been too many to count.


While the eldest brother was in a deep sleep, the other siblings were forced to consider the length they were willing to go to get their way.  Was letting the brother pass away without speaking worth being right over?  Was the apology they longed for valuable enough to them that forgiveness was beyond consideration?


The brother who was a shepherd in his home land was forced to ask himself, “How great has the King's forgiveness been to me?  Is the act of forgiving my brother greater than what the king has forgiven me for?”


The shepherd remembered that the King had previously sent his Son.  His son had died and upon doing so, his blood was sufficient to cover the whole land's sins, and not a thin layer, but a deep pool.  The King's forgiveness was far greater than the Shepherd's brother had sinned.  It was then, that the shepherd knew that waiting for the elder brother to change was not the way to live.  For the King did not live that way.  The shepherd knew that long before his children were ready to change their ways and live as the king did, that they were forgiven.  


So the shepherd opened communication with the brother again while he was still in the recovering from the attack.  The previous incident was not immediately mentioned, but the gift and value of life was.  Over time, since the brothers now talked again, the time for the failed reunion came up.  The elder brother did eventually apologize for his behavior and the shepherd realized the pain was not really in his possession anymore and was able to tell his brother he was forgiven easily, because he understood what the king had already done for him.  Who was he to deny such grace, mercy, and lifting of guilt from anyone else.


It is a story worth repeating every day.  The story of the greatness of the Fatherly King who loves his children beyond anything that they can do.  The more they understand that, the easier it is for them to forgive one another.  If they can't forgive one another, they obviously do no really understand what the Father wishes to do in their life and therefore deny the Father's forgiveness for themselves, because they are asking for something else.


The End

