
This week was an eye opening week for me.  The reason being, I spent the week wrestling with the final petition of the Lord's Prayer.  You all know it.  You have just heard it.  “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  We like to say it, and I know I focus on the second clause more, because it makes sense.  God would deliver us from evil.  However, this week as I was preparing to expound on what the first clause says, I hit a major roadblock.  Why would we be asking our Father who loves us as his children not to lead us into temptation?


If we understand this with our english translation literal glasses, we soon find ourselves with a different God than the one in the Bible.  For God can not lead us into temptation, for he would cease to be God.  He would no longer be just good.  Luke's version does not even have the easy part, just lead us not into temptation.  What are we really saying when we ask God to not do this?  Why are we asking him to do something he would not do.  Is it wasted words or is there something else that we really need to be praying?


Eugene Peterson in the Message translation wrote this petition as: “Keep us safe from ourselves and the Devil.” Is this all that we are dealing with?  How does he incorporate the lead  us not into temptation with that short phrase?


In my study this week, and yes, I did study this week on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, I had the opportunity to look at the word for temptation.  We have looked at the word before when we were covering discernment.  It is a word that has two different meanings that end up relying on the context.  Peirazein (Pay Ra Zayn) can mean either to seek to seduce into evil as in tempt, or it can mean submit to a test of loyalty and obedience.


God makes himself clear that he does test us.  God also makes it clear that Satan tries to take those tests and turn them into temptations.  Now, God's tests are not done in order for us to fail them.  They are meant to help us grow closer and deeper in a relationship with God.  We should not fail, for there are limits to the test.  1 Corinthians 10:13 tells us that, “13 No pierazein (Pay Ra Zaned) has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be pierazeined beyond what you can bear. But when you are pierazeined, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” 


God gives us tests that will push us further than we want to go, but not beyond where we can go.  This spring, I had a goal of trying to run up and back to lower Dewey.  For the first month or so, I would make it shortly past the water towers, and then walk to the top.  Once at the top, I let gravity help me run and and would come down fine.  Over time I increased my distance, but would fluxuate with my mood, but would always stop well before I reached the top.  I would feel tightness in my legs or breathing would become hard and I would stop.  


One day, as I was running, I realized that God had given me a fairly decent body, and I was by no means pushing it to its limits.  I had been physically exhausted before and I was no where near there.  Instead, as soon as my muscles became tight or I started to feel tired, I would stop.  As I passed the water towers, I felt the sweat pour down my face and the legs were heavier, but I was just uncomfortable.  By the time I reached the steep switchbacks, I felt 100 pounds heavier, but still could move, so I plodded on.  Before my spirit gave way, I saw the high point.  It was just a matter of digging in and getting over.  I knew at the top, it was a nice easy downhill, since I had run it many times before.  So I dug deep, asked God for the mental focus to keep going and soon found myself on the down hill, back towards home without having stopped.


I realized, I probably could have done the climb much earlier, but had not pushed myself that far.  Once I finally did, I had tested God's faithfulness and knew that the limits were much further than I had placed them.  Whatever we are called to do, he will provide the daily bread and forgiveness necessary to accomplish it in order for his kingdom to come so that his will can be done and his name honored.


So how do we know whether we are being tested and tempted.  It is a fairly simple exercise.  Who is doing the pierazeining?  More specifically, who's voice is doing the questioning?  We can look at Abraham and Jesus and see that God does test us.  He tested Abraham for his faithfulness with Isaac.  He tested Jesus in the wilderness as well.  In both these cases, the voice both men listened to was God's voice.  Yet that was not the only voice there.  In Jesus' temptation, Satan's is clearly there, but Jesus listens  to his Father's words and quotes scripture back to Satan.  Abraham follows God's voice at each step of the way and eventually finds a ram to sacrifice instead of his son in the end.  But the whole way, you can guess that Satan is there trying to distort God's word, to change the promises there in the minds of those he is tempting and God is testing.


So how can it be good if one person is doing it and not the other?  Both Satan and God are Pierazeining humanity.  Why is God's good and called testing and Satan's bad and called temptation?  It all depends on the status of the person at work.  Who the person is and their motives changes the desired result, thus meaning.  Take the word married.  I have married four people this year.  Yet, someday, I hope to be married to my wife.  My calling as pastor makes it so I can marry all kinds of people.  My calling as pastor complicates my ability to marry a potential wife.  I have tried to be very clear, that last summer, I did not go back to Montana to marry my cousin, but preside over my cousin's wedding, but I did marry her and her husband.  Who the person is and their motives changes the meaning.


In both uses, Pieraziening is testing the character, just as people are getting married in both uses.  The end result greatly differs.  Satan's desire is for failure and destruction of character and God's desire is for success and building of character.  Just as one use means others are married and the other use means I am married.


Still, with all of that clear, maybe, if God is the one testing us, why are we praying that he doesn't do it.  The answer to that question takes us back to the beginning of the sermon on the mount.  Are we poor in spirit yet?  If the answer is yes, than we know why we pray not to be tested.  On our own, even if we were meant to succeed, we have a knack for finding a way to fail.  We are very good at that.  There are a number of things we were created to do and have chosen not to do, even though they would be beneficial.  Again, if this were not true, than we could skip praying for our forgiveness.  


The good news is that I said on our own.  However, if we remember the first word of the prayer, “Father,” we know we are not alone.  As God's children, he cares for us and will make sure we have all that we need.  He sent his son and then the Holy Spirit to live in and amongst us.  We are surely not alone.  We are surrounded by God himself to ensure that we succeed.


A man named Harrison is currently in the top 5 of the salmon derby because he caught a 25 pound salmon.  Now there are a number of heavier and lighter fish being caught, so it shouldn't be a big deal, until you realize that Harrison is 7 years old, which makes him 2 years older than the fish and two inches taller than the fish.  He does have 14 pounds on his fish.  


So the question is, how did Harrison land such a fish?  Did he do it all by himself?  No, trust me, he did not.  He did reel it in for about five minutes until he could reel no more, he did bring up the down rigger it was attached to, he did get the net.  The test of Harrison versus the Fat Salmon was meant for Harrison to succeed.  Now the line could have broke, or the fish got off and that would have been a different test, but the test that happened made sure that Harrison could succeed with what he had.  Someone else held the pole, because the fighting end was too long for him to reach the reel, but everything Harrison could do, he did until the fish was in the boat.  His character was solidified.  He is excited about fishing and being able to help provide for his family, God gave him a situation to succeed in.


We are no different than Harrison was. We have a father who has and will continue to do everything we need to pass the test and grow in character.  We just need to make sure we are doing the test the Father is proctoring instead of the variation on the test that Satan wants us to try.


Satan's tests are not set up like God's.  The character is to be distorted instead of solidified.  The successful test with the fish now has the potential to be another test, or he could brag to his siblings and friends how he caught a big fish and all they ever landed were some nutritious, but smaller pink salmon.


Since that is Satan's intention, we pray to God, deliver us from the Evil or the Evil one.  The reality is that there is a choice, accept God's help or not.  That is why the Message translates this verse, save us from ourselves and the devil.  Satan tempts, but we choose which God we will serve. Satan, before it became a name, meant adversary.  He was the prosecuting attorney of the heavenly realm.  He stood against those who sinned and brought their failures before God as he does in the story of Job.  Yet, somewhere along the line, he changed his job description and no longer just brought the case, but began slandering those he prosecuted.  He brought lies in to the situation, no matter how small, they were not the truth, and truth is the only thing God is concerned about. 


Adam and Eve fell away from God because the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth so help them God was not what they were operating in.  Instead, they were dealing with a distorted truth and that is what Satan still does to this day.  He opposes God and us by trying to break us apart from each other by not having the full truth.  So that is why, we demand that God save us from Evil.  He must not only help us past the test, but come and snatch us up and rescue us from the impending doom or evil.


Hence, our petition today to God is praying, “Our Father in heaven, as you lead us to the test, do not let the test become a temptation, for we don't do well with temptation, but rescue us from the one who seeks to destroy our faith” in you when we switch from test to temptation, because we can not do either test or temptation on our own. Amen

