
History has a funny way of proving us wrong.  In reading this weeks commentaries, more than once, I read, “While we can not imagine such a large debt being erased, as God has done so for us.”  They then went on to cite a million dollar debt being forgiven as large.  This year, our government passed a 700 billion dollar bailout.  That was just for banks and car companies.  Overall, according to the Wall Street Journal, we have committed 12.2 Trillion dollars to help bail out the economy.  Yes, you heard me correctly, that was 12.2 Trillion with a T.  That is 12  000,000,000,000, or 12 zeros behind it.


I do not know where you stand with the whole bailout, but it is an interesting situation to consider with today's text.  Why did we do it?  Who benefits?  Is it really that beneficial to the individual tax payer?  Is it fair?  Was it needed?


Why did we have to do it is a good question?  The main reason is that people and companies thought that they could predict the future better than God could.  They overextended themselves and were caught doing it.  Sin and greed made the bailout necessary.


Who benefits?  Obviously the people of the companies that are still in business.  Which, in the end via the trickle down affects each one of us in this room in some way.  Without it, we probably would all know someone who is now unemployed or lost their job.  But overall, there are some who are much more thankful for this act of mercy than those of us who are having to pay for the mistakes.


Is it beneficial for me?  Not directly, but overall probably.  Would we each of appropriated that amount of money differently?  Yes.  But for now, we are living with what has happened and dealing with the consequences.


Was it fair?  Why have certain banks closed and others remained open?  What was the determining factors?  Most likely, most of the bigger ones have remained open or merged because they have a bigger voice to ask for forgiveness, also known as lobbyists.


This huge bailout and the questions it brings up can be transferred to what God has done and is doing every day.  In Matthews version of the Lord's prayer, he uses one of the 5 possible greek terms for sin, the one commonly translated as debts.  One option Matthew did not use is Hamartia or missing the mark, the failure to be what we might or could have been.  Luke did use it in his version and that is why some people use the term sins in the Lord's Prayer, because Luke uses the commonest word for sin, missing the mark, which all that follow do do.   Another is Parabasis, stepping across the line between right and wrong.  Paraptoma was another option, the slipping across like when you meant to stop at the sign and you slide right through it because of the ice.  Anomia is the fourth, meaning lawlessness.  Knowing right and clearly choosing wrong.  


These four, Matthew did not use.  None of them mean trespasses and neither does the fifth.  Tresspasses exists because the English book of common prayer made a mistranslation.  The word trespasses appears in verse 14, but not here in 12.  


So why did Matthew choose debts or opheilema.  Why do we pray for a failure to pay that which is due, a failure in duty.  The main reason is that no one can claim they have done all that they could to fulfill their duty.  There are weeks that, no matter how diligent and committed I am, everything that I could do will not be done.  I could visit everyone in town and not meet everyones needs.  I could preach the perfect sermon and then be fairly accused of not praying enough.  Luke focuses on what we did, Matthew on what we have not done.  Matthew's version of the Lord's Prayer helps us to see that no matter what we do, we will not satisfy what we are indebted for.  


The main reason for that is that we have been given so much!  We have been given life.  How long do we need to worship to thank God sufficiently for that.  At least all our life and then for the rest of eternity.  That would probably give us a good down payment.  We have been given family, friends, homes, our daily bread.  Do we think we can repay those gifts?  If we could, we would not need to ask God to give us our daily bread, we could just purchase it.  We have been given Jesus and his Kingdom, the Father and his Character, and the Holy Spirit and God's will.  


All of this was given to us before we did a thing.  Even before the fall, man was in debt to God.  Adam and Eve could have prayed this prayer.  When they did, they knew what they had could not be repayed, they were dependent upon God, their father.  How about us.  Have we tried repaying our parents for their time, talents, and money spent raising us.  How much would you have to spend to thank them for the gift of birth?  Even if you were raised by foster parents, your original parents gave you a gift you can not repay.


So if Adam and Eve were in debt to God for his goodness and mercy, how about us.  How indebted are we to God?  We were offered salvation when we were furthest from worshipping and giving God the glory.  Yet he gave it anyway.  We can not repay with enough praise and worship to restore us to the proper place in God's eyes, even if you come to both the morning and evening service.  So why does God do it?  Who benefits?  Is it really that beneficial to the individual debtor?  Is it fair?  Was it needed?


God forgives our debts because he is our Father.  Our Father does it because it is needed.  The guilt would be too overwhelming to ever fully live again.  The car companies will probably make 700 billion again, but the interest would probably create a much larger number that would not allow them to survive long enough to pay it off.  Same with guilt, if we had to live with the shame of all our failures around our necks, who could move, who could breathe?  We are forgiven of our guilt as often as we ask so that we may continue to work to bring in the Kingdom.  


In the forgiveness, it is only our guilt that is forgiven.  The actions that have occurred are still a reality, but it is a reality we can live in because we are free from the burden of the guilt.  When we are forgiven for hitting someone, the bruise does not magically disappear, the consequences of the sin remain, but the guilt does not.  The same goes for name calling, broken relationships, and missed opportunities.  The guilt disappears, but mercy is needed to walk with the other through the consequences of the actions that needed forgiveness.  


As far as those benefitting from forgiveness of debts, we all do again.  Anyone who is not weighed down with the reality of their failures is a much more pleasant person to be around.  However, those who really benefit are those who actually ask for the forgiveness of the debts.  Those who command God to do it and know that he has live life fuller.  This benefits all who come into contact with them, but as we pray this we are given life.  


The individual debtor does benefit, but we do not pray, forgive me my debts but forgive us our debts.  One of the main reasons for this is that we can not control everything.  If we were able to isolate and raise one child to live the perfect life, this is a hypothetical if, he would still need to pray this prayer because he is part of the world.  The sins of others effect us.  The Amish, who never drive a cars benefitted from the bailout, because it enabled others to have a profession in which to exchange goods.  If the whole financial system would have collapsed, those who had been responsible with their money would have still had nothing as the dollar became valueless.  


Is it fair that God is willing to do this?  I sure hope not.  If it were fair, we would need to do something that makes it fair for God.  Part of the reason we pray this petition is because we realize that God's mercy is extends far beyond what we actually need.  Even as we forgive those who are indebted to us, we are still behind on what God has paid to forgive our debts.  By forgiving others, we are showing we realize what has been given to us.


Was it needed?  Do we need God to forgive us?  Do we need others to forgive us?  Do we need to forgive ourselves?  How many of us are walking around with a burden from either a failure of someone else to forgive us or a refusal of us to forgive them.  We know that it is needed if our relationship with them is going to be as great as it could be.  Yes, we can work with them and push through it, but it will not be the relationship as God full intends.  


Not only that, we are telling God that there is something else we would like him to do.  We do not want our guilt removed, we want it overlooked.  It is not worthy of fussing about, because if it was, we would be doing the same thing to others.  To say father forgive me and then not forgive someone who owes us is a slap in the face to God's mercy.  To hold onto something someone said or did to you, shows we have not understood the greatness of what God has forgiven us for.  When we do realize what God has done, there will be no way we can continue to hold onto the debts of others.


The promotion for the canceling of developing nations debts comes from showing what it is doing to them.  How it is keeping them from promoting what needs to be done in order to ensure they are able to get their daily bread.  How they are spending more paying the interest than they are on health care or food.  God's forgiveness is so great, that we see the value in forgiving our neighbors and brothers and sisters so that they too can live and Christ is able to continue his work through us.


So the wild events of the last year really do amaze us and give us a better understanding to pray the simple words, “Forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors.”

