
Give us this day our daily bread.  What are we asking for when we tell God that we need this and command that he gives it to us?  We are definitely moving from God to us, from theological to human concerns.  We are no longer telling God what he should do himself.  We are not telling him to make his name holy, kingdom come, or the Father's will be done.  We are asking that God do something for us.  Something very practical at that, give us bread for this day.  


We probably would like to interpret this from the spiritual standpoint, because if it were from the literal, we would have to admit we may not be able to do that ourselves.  So in praying give us this day our daily bread, we could be asking for Jesus to be part of our lives, since he is the bread of heaven.  We could go from the perspective of the Lord's Supper.  We could be asking Jesus to be present to us when we eat the bread that is a sign and symbol of his body that is given for us.  It could be the bread that is the word of God.  As we feast on scripture, we are filled with God's wisdom and knowledge.  These are all possibilities for what the bread could be.  There are strong reasons to support each of these possibilities.


The question I would like to ask is, “Why can it not just be normal bread?”  What would happen if we realized that each day, we were dependent upon God to fulfill our basic most need?  To eat.  What  would it mean if we realized we could not even make bread ourselves.  Without God, we could not harvest some wheat, bang it with some stones, add water and have bread.  Where would that leave us?


It would leave us unAlaskan.  We would not be independent.  We would be the word that is taboo in America, dependent.  I did not see any banners in the parade that proclaimed, “Let Dependency Ring.”  It would not even be close to who we are.  We can harvest food from the ocean ourself, we have the wood to build whatever we need, and we have the will to conquer the greatest of obstacles and direst of conditions.  Some of you existed without cable or highspeed internet for way to long, but you survived because you are Alaskan.  You made due with what you had.


To say that we are dependent on God for the basic-ist of needs would ruin that whole viewpoint.  When it comes to meals, the question is usually, “What are we going to have?” not “how are we going to have food on the table.”  It is a question of salmon or chicken not food or shelter.  When I pray for my meals, I tend to pray for those who prepared it rather than the fact that there is any food at all.  That is not the case everywhere.


We could travel to other countries outside of the tourist areas, and see people who really are asking God to provide them with food for that day.  We could travel around to our neighboring communities and find that the source of nourishment is not always known.  We could find people walking among us in Skagway who are not sure where the next meal is coming from.


It is here that Jesus demonstrates how well he knows us, now if we will just listen to him.  So far in this sermon, I have been operating from the perspective that we are to pray that we as individuals would have enough, that we have a sufficient amount to get us by.  My mind and heart pray this petition this way, “Give me this day, my daily bread.”  Jesus' disciples are taught to pray, “Give us, not me, this day our, not my, daily bread.  This means that it is not just our concerns we are asking God to provide for, but for the world as a whole.


God did not provide manna in the wilderness just for Moses, but for the whole people of God.  When the people complained, it was as a body, a family if you will.  God provided for them all.  God has provided for us as well.  Are we willing to take it and give God credit for it?  Are we really?  It would mean lessening our self dependence.  It would require realizing that we are not the sole providers of all or any of our needs.  God is.


Are we comfortable with that?  I can tell myself, I don't need to be, I have multiple boxes of cereal and peanut butter in my cupboard.  But even that could disappear tomorrow.  Ask victims of natural disasters.  A bear could decide he wants it more.


If we are ready to accept that God is the provider of any and all our needs, we could be ready to expand the meaning of bread from the most basic of sustenance to all the other meanings it carries.  We could realize that we are also praying for all of our basic needs to be met.  Artos, the word for bread in this passage carries with it nourishment in general.  When we pray, give us this day, our daily bread, we are asking for all of our needs to be provided for.  


I did not say basic needs, but just needs, which is different from wants.  Each day is a new day.  What we need today may not be what we need tomorrow.  What you need today may not be what I need today.  I do not have the same amount cheerios each morning.  One morning there may be 156 individual O's in my bowl, the next 245.  God knows what the day has in store for me and has provided us with the things necessary so that I and you can be filled.


With that said, who then is to blame for hunger.  If God has provided everything we need, why are there people in our world, in our state, or in our city that go hungry?  Sin.  We are still commanding God to feed us because we are not fully in line with his Kingdom, because we are not following his will by remembering his character or name.


There is more than enough food produced on this planet to ensure that everyone is fed each day.  There is more than enough wealth in Alaska to feed a small country.  The amount spent on our beautiful fireworks would have fed whole villages for years.


Therefore, when we pray for our daily bread, we are also praying for all that goes into receiving our daily bread.  We are praying for the distributors of the food, that they may find ways of meeting the needs of people.  We are praying for the governments that regulate the health and wealth of the people they serve.  We are praying for our brothers and sisters to be attentive to our calls for help and compassion however disguised they might be, our Father knows what we need.  All of the factors of our whole socio-economic culture fall under this simple petition, “give us today our daily bread.”


Jesus, by including this earthly petition amongst a host of spiritual petitions is telling us that both are necessary.  God is not only concerned with our spiritual well-being, but our physical as well.  That may well stem from the fact that God's kingdom is not just a spiritual one, but a physical one as well.  Our mission in the world can not just be spiritual, it needs to be grounded in the needs of the world as well.  


Our brothers and sisters from Bozeman demonstrated this point for us by their work here this past week.  Not only did they address the spiritual needs of the community by leading Vacation Bible School, but the physical needs of the church were addressed by restoring the shining whiteness of the physical church building, so that there is a place in the future that Vacation Bible School can be held.


While there is much merit to seeing this prayer as petitioning God for Spiritual needs, we would be wise to spend time dwelling on what God actually asked us to pray for.  For in the 8 of the 57 words of the Lord's Prayer, there is the whole physicality of life summed up with the simple word bread.  Let us be wise enough to pray for our daily bread to be given by God to everyone, not just ourselves.  Let us realize that we are not the source of all the goodness, but God is.  Then we will be praying as Jesus taught his disciples to pray.

