
What kind of voter are you?  Are you a party voter or are you an issues voter?  Do you read each position statement of the candidate and make your decision upon that?  Or do you vote for the people you know and like, those you have a relationship with?


As you are making your decisions, who are you concerned about?  Are you voting for the candidate that is best for you or for the wider community?  You or the country?  Is your thought process, “Who will benefit me the most?”  Or is it, “If these policies are put into place, how will that effect my neighbor?”


Hopefully you have concluded that these are rhetorical, or at least ones that do not need to be answered out loud.  I don't need to know how you vote.  What I do want you to ponder this morning is, “What is it about God that makes you vote for God?”  While God's seat is not up for reelection, his throne is occupied by Jesus Christ, we still have a choice on whether we are going to acknowledge God's reign each day.  Each time we pray, “Let your will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” we are casting our vote.  We are saying there is something about God's will that we desire to see happen.  We are choosing God's will over every other will.


There our an billions of wills out there we can choose from.  We could desire that Barack Obama's will, our mothers will, the U.N's will, James Dobson's will, or even our own will be done.  Yet Jesus tells us we should be commanding God to do his own will.  Why are we not praying that Gahndi's will be done or Mother Teresa's, they both were people heading in the right direction.  Why do we not command God to do their will?


For one, Gahndi, Mother Teresa, James Dobson, the U.N., our Mother, Barack Obama, nor ourselves are our Father.  They have done great things for us, but they have not done what the Father has done.  They have contributed to the betterment of humanity, but not the way the father has.  They have not sent their Son to redeem us, nor have they sent a child to give God full glory.  They did not  create the whole earth out of nothing.  They have yet to be raised from the dead to give us hope of eternal life.  These are just for starters.


Two, they are not in seated on the throne of heaven.  Some are the heads of the leading superpower, some have the power of all the nations, some have toppled the british empire peacefully, but they are not on the throne of heaven.  They do not have the power to do the things our Father does.  They are not God who created all and receives glory from all.  They can not raise people from the dead.


Three, their full name is not Holy, sanctified, set apart.  There are parts of them that are, but they are not completely.  Parts of their will are tainted by sin.  Parts of who they are tainted by sin.  They did great and wonderful things in amazing ways, but it was not all 100% pure saintliness.  Yet God's name is.  Each aspect of God's name is a source of hope for us.  When we hear God is love, Servant King, Redeemer, Good Shepherd we have nothing to fear, but only hope.  Even God of judgement should give us hope.  For in judging the world, God will be making everything good and right.  He will be making it the way it was created to be.


Fourth, do we want their kingdom to come?  There are parts of their kingdom that we do.  Mainly because they are reflections or desires of God's Kingdom.  Facing oppression, giving a voice to the voiceless, loving us in spite of our shortcomings are all beautiful aspects of their Kingdom, but they are not complete.  Do we trust their wisdom to foresee all the positive and negative consequences of their actions.  Can we look at every decision they have made and say that was a good and perfect plan?  What was done was exactly what was needed.


I am reminded of the scene from Bruce Almighty where, given the abilities of God, Bruce decides to pull the moon a little closer to earth so it is bigger.  It creates a beautiful large moon that is really romantic for him and his girlfriend.  He was operating out of love.  However, the consequences of the action was a stronger gravitational pull of the moon, thus higher tides and large waves causing destruction to coastal villages.   Who else besides God has enough understanding for us to desire their will be done?  Who else can do what God does?


The passage out of Isaiah this morning speaks of one who thought they knew enough; whose desire it was for their own will to be done, because they were not satisfied with the way God's will was working out.  Between verses 13 and 14, the word's “I will” are spoken by this person.  “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. 14 I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” 


How did this show of determination work out for this person?  Their name is Morning Star, Son of the Dawn.  They are known for being a father, they once dwelled in heaven, their name is known, their Kingdom is dissolving, and they are finding that their will is being listened to less and less.  You may know this person by their more common name of Satan, the father of lies, the one who's kingdom is of this world, but has been defeated and is grasping at straws before Jesus Christ comes to redeem the earth and eliminate Satan completely.  


For God responds to Satan's I will's with four I will's of his own.  22 “I will rise up against them,” declares the Lord Almighty. “I will cut off from Babylon her name and survivors, her offspring and descendants,” declares the Lord. 23 “I will turn her into a place for owls and into swampland; I will sweep her with the broom of destruction,” declares the Lord Almighty. 


Now before I am accused of running a smear tactic campaign, just showing you why you should not vote for the opponents of God, I should show you why God's will is worthwhile.  Why we should be calling upon him to do his Will daily.


If you were the type of voter who wanted to know all of the fine details about what God's will is before you committed to praying, “Your will be done,” you could read the whole bible.  You would read that “God's ways are perfect.”  “The Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes will have eternal life.”  


If you just want the synopsis, the core, key central issues, read and study the sermon on the mount.  God's will is that we are poor in spirit, mourn, humble, hunger and thirst for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, and realizes we might be persecuted because of righteousness.  Yet, in the process, God brings in his kingdom, comforts, gives us the earth, satisfies, provides mercy, makes himself visible, adopts us as children and brings in his Kingdom.  We become the salt and light of the earth.


We discovered last summer however, that all of these things are impossible for us to do without the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  As we lived in the beatitudes, we were overwhelmed at times by what was called for and knew we could not do it on our own.  So we learned to be poor in Spirit and draw upon the strength of the Holy Spirit to give us the strength and perseverance to do such things.  In doing so, we are asking God to do his will.


Our three petitions are dependent upon the Trinity in order to be accomplished.  The Father hallows his own name, the Son of God brings in the Kingdom, and the will of God is done through the work of the Spirit.  All that the Triune God has done, is doing, and will do are what we are praying for in this petition.


Your choices are simple, the incumbant or the grass roots candidate that has no history.  One candidate that has been at work since the world began or another that has not been around for more that one hundred years or so.  The next newest phase or fashion, or the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?  Who's name do you recognize and trust more?  Who's Kingdom is more beneficial?  Who's will is more likely and desirable to happen?


When we answer these questions truthfully and honestly, we can say nothing more than, “Our Father, who is in heaven, your will be done, on earth, just as you do it in heaven.

Amen

