
The gospel of Mark is unique to the other Gospels because of the way it begins and ends.  It starts out in a full sprint, skipping details like Jesus' birth, childhood, and offers one line of set up before it is telling about John the Baptist and Jesus' interaction with him.  By the second paragraph Jesus is being tempted by Satan.  By the end of the first chapter he has called his disciples, preached, and already healed two men.


So how does the gospel that starts out with, “The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, the son of God,” end?  Amazingly enough, just as abruptly.  Where we stopped today is the end of Mark.  “8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.”  Period, nothing more.  It just ends there.  We have in the gospel of Mark, Jesus keeping the full identity of his Messiah hood secret.  Constantly telling people not to tell what has happened because it was not time.  Then, it is finally time, the women are told to go and tell the disciples, they have complete freedom to tell whoever they want, and they tell no one because of fear.


From a story telling point of view, this is probably the worst ending ever.  Especially if you are the story teller.  In seminary, I took a class for story telling the gospels.  The class' focus was to be able to retell the majority of the gospel of Mark and engage the listeners so that they really heard the story.  


As we learned the story and built to the climax of the story, the meal with the disciples, the betrayal in the garden, the trials before Herod and Pilate, the crowd responding with, “Crucify Him,” the solidiers mocking him, the walk up the hill, and his last words in Aramaic, “Eloi, Eloi, Lama Sabacthani, My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” we were ready to bring the house down, the temple curtain had been torn so time for a big finish.  The solidier tells us his opinion, “Surely this man was the son of God.”


Then Jesus is put in the tomb by Joseph of Arimathea and we were like Jack in the Boxes ready to Spring.  After a semester of study and preparation, we will get to tell the people all about seeing the resurrected Christ, his disciples reactions and leave the audience with an uprising of hope.


That is when the reality of Mark set in.  That is when the abrupt ending of Mark struck us in the face.  There was not one person in the group who liked the way Mark ended.  How could you end an hour long story with, “8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.”?  Since we were the performers, it was our call on how to get off the stage.  Did we stop there or did we choose one of the two endings that were added by scribes who were equally as uncomfortable with the abrupt ending?


The scribes finishing stories all included what we felt was missing.  Stories of people actually seeing Jesus.  In the study on Tuesday night, the author of the book's main reasoning behind the reality of Jesus' resurrection were two points, the tomb was empty, check, and Jesus was seen by people.  Mark does not give us such satisfaction in his version.  


We are provided with the good news, the tomb is empty.  We are given plenty of reasons why this is to be trusted.  The first few details about the sabbath being over when the sun set on Saturday night so the women procured the spices to anoint the body and then first thing the next morning setting out to do so establish that it has been three days since Jesus' death.  If we have heard the whole story we know that about twenty, ten, and five minutes ago, the story teller recalled Jesus prediction that he would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days.  


We also know that the women were there to see where Joseph put the body.  We know that the stone was going to be impossible for the women to move.  Marks Greek gets detailed here and makes sure the hearer knows that the stone was not just moved back so that the women could turn sideways and get through, but was moved out of the groove and there was nothing enclosing Jesus in.  The entrance to the tomb was wide open.  Death no longer had any claim on Jesus.  He did not sneak out, he  walked out boldly with no restrictions.


The listeners are also fully aware of who the young man is.  The clothes he is wearing are not your standard garments.  It is a long white flowing robe, possibly with a train like a wedding gown has.  It is white, the color Mark and other writers used to acknowledge God's glory and holiness.  You would not see a young man walking around in a white robe on his own, so we know that this is an angel of God who is speaking.


What he says comes under the term, revelation.  He is doing what we can not do on our own.  He is explaining what God has done.  If the Marys and Salome were to try and figure out what happened to the body that is not there, they would come to the same conclusions as in the other gospels, someone has stolen the body!


They were not expecting a resurrection because if the resurrection were happening, they themselves would be resurrected.  The Jewish idea of a bodily resurrection was unique to them alone.  No other belief had a worldview that saw the continuation of the physical body as a good thing.  The Jews did, but it was going to happen at the final judgement to all of them at the same time.  


So here sits this young man and he very unpastorally commands the women, ““Don’t be alarmed, You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.  7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”


The women are not to be alarmed because God had already revealed everything he was going to do.  He was going ahead of them to Galilee, just like he had told them numerous times beforehand.  The angel acknowledges their last known reality, Jesus the Nazarene was crucified.  Yes, that is true, but here is what you need to know, “He has risen!”  That is whay the body is not here.  Look! Remember three days ago his body was right here.  Dead bodies do not move, here is the place where they laid him.


Then comes the call to discipleship.  They are go and tell the disciples and Peter.  The good news needs to be spread and the disciples are the ones to do it, but why is Peter singled out.  Peter gets special mention, not because he was the leader of the disciples, but because he betrayed Jesus.  God needs Peter to know that forgiveness is still possible.  He is not left for eternity with the weight of denying his Lord and Savior.  Following God's words will enable Peter, the disciples, and the women to see the resurrected body of Jesus.  But first, there must be the decision to believe that God's word is trustworthy and you are willing to follow it.  If you do so, “there you will see him just as he told you.”


That would be a great place to end if we were not to have accounts of seeing Jesus.  But Mark does not end there.  He tells of the women's reaction.  They were trembling and bewildered.  Who would not be, they had just had an interaction with an angel.  They were just told that the person they had been friends with, watched die, was raised from the dead and is now in neighboring Galilee.  Flight or fight are their two natural choices and they are wise not to try and fight an angel of God.  So flight happens.


Yet, they said nothing to no one because they were afraid is not how this should end.  Possibly, they said nothing to no one for awhile, but then they calmed down, realized the good news and began proclaiming the good news to everyone would work.  Or then they went to Galilee and saw Jesus, just as he said and went back and told his disciples.  That would work.


Mark does none of those.  It might just be Mark did know what he was doing, even if we don't want to believe it.  Commentators want to say he might have been arrested or died and that is the reason for the abrupt ending. But you still have to send it and whoever mailed it would have finished the last lines. So we know he ended here on purpose.


If we look back at how this story started, we might see where Mark is going. The gospel of Mark is “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the son of God.”  The women seeing Jesus would then allow us to think that is the end of the good news of Jesus Christ, the son of God.  Mark's abrupt ending leaves us asking, “But what did Jesus do next?”


Mark knows that he can not summarize all that Jesus was doing at the time he wrote this.  Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God.  He was doing everything that the Messiah and God do.  He not only restored Peter to a right relationship with God again, but also each one of us.  He was raised from the dead and is alive in a body free from sin and death.  Is he going to try and describe that fully?  We won't be satisfied with his description and still have questions.


Maybe your mind has gone there already, “How can the women really tell no one and I still know about it?”  He is not telling the truth about the women or I am supposed to have that reaction and realize that Jesus must be alive and has done all that Mark has recorded.  He is still working now.  The tomb really was empty that morning and still is, the body is not here, for He is risen!  He is risen indeed!

