
To help set the stage for today's text, I want to take you back to a different era, a time of hope.  Imagine if you will, a day, let's call it January 20, 2009.  This day stands out for some.  For it was a day when something new happened.  Not so much new, because there had been 56 of these before, but it happened with a new twist, a new message.  January 20th was inaguaration day for Barack Obama.  Now, I realize there are differing political views, but the situation is what I am focusing in on here, so don't shut me out yet.  What happened and what was it saying to the people that observed it?


The day started out in Philadelphia.  President-Elect Obama boarded a train and headed to Wilmington, Delaware, then Baltimore, Maryland, and finally Washington D.C..  This would make sense if he lived in Philadelphia, but he is from Chicago.  What was he saying by starting in Philadelphia?  He was starting in the nations birthplace, where the original inspiration for the nation was conceived.  This makes sense if we look at his overall campaign message. Wilmington, Delaware was to pick up Joe Biden and the Baltimore is where Francis Scott Key penned the declaration of independence, while D.C. Was the destination.


All of the stops were planned out and had historical significance and meaning attached to them.  Can we find the same thing in Jesus' route?  Yes!  The Obama campaign can at least be credited with following the What Would Jesus Do campaign here.  Jesus starts at the Mount of Olives, the place prophesied in scripture as the site for final judgment of Israel's enemies.  As we will see in the week ahead, the enemies of Israel will be judged.  This idea of judgment continues with the route passing through Bethphage, the house of figs, hinting at the cursing of the fig tree that follows the next day.  Bethany means house of dates, which dates were symbols of life in the desert.  The cities were also the furthest one could travel on the Sabbath day from Jerusalem.


What about Obama's choice of transportation.  Taking the train meant he needed to leave from Philadelphia instead of Chicago to make the travel in one day.  In the parade, he later got out and walked on foot hand and hand with his wife.  What did these actions mean to tell the people of the United States?  The train was the first of many tributes to Abraham Lincoln.  Now, as I watched news coverage of the event, the train and the walking on Pennsylvania Avenue were highlighted, but not so much the limo ride, why?  The train was the transport of the people and the walking was an act that since Jimmy Carter has been a sign of connection with the people.  The train was left over from the time of America's growing industrial revolution and a way of saying this president is not like the others.


Again, this all comes from the Jesus playbook.  Jesus chose his mode of transportation into Jerusalem very carefully.  The donkey, beyond Eor's bad rap in today's culture, was an animal of Kings.  They rode donkeys during periods of peace.  For war, they traveled on horseback.  The usual mode of transportation for people heading to the passover was by foot.  So the riding of the donkey proclaimed that this was a King coming into Jerusalem.  The fact that it was an unridden colt not only fulfilled Zechariah's prediction that was our call to worship, but continued Jesus' pattern of operating with Holiness.  Things were holy if they had not been used for daily tasks yet.  Hence the virgin womb, the unused donkey, the unused tomb.  This donkey had been set apart for a special purpose by God.


So far, in presenting this presentation of Jesus entering the Holy City of Jerusalm, Mark has painted the picture that judgement is coming from a peaceful king.  This just from naming his starting point and his mode of transportation.


What does the rest of the details show us?  Like other pieces of the Obama inaguration, they too are loaded.  Aretha Franklin's rendition of 'My Country Tis of Thee' pointed back to the black opera Marian Anderson who sang the same song on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in 1939. Anderson, an internationally successful opera singer, had been denied permission to perform to an integrated audience in venues owned by the Daughters of the American Revolution and a local white public school.


The shouts of the crowd surrounding Jesus also called back through the history of the Jewish people.  The shouts of Hosanna, save us not blessed or praise, were used by the Jewish people in celebration of the liberation of Jerusalem by Judas Maccabaeus in 163 b.c.  From this event, comes the feast of dedication or Hanakuh.  An event that psalm 118 was probably written to commemorate.  The people give their impression of what is occurring by singing this psalm in the procession.  This is a conqueror who is coming.  One who will drive out the Roman Rule and bring about a righteous Israel once again.  Throwing their cloaks on the ground reinforced this since the last recorded incident of this is from 2 Kings when they threw them before Jehu as he began eliminating Ahab and Jezebel's reign of terror.  The people, in chanting this, also claimed another title for the one on the donkey's colt, Messiah!  The Messiah was known as, “the one who is coming.”  The Messiah is the one who would save them.  Hosanna, Save Us Messiah.


How was this Judging, peace bringing, messiah king going to save them?  By establishing the Kingdom of their father David.  He was going to fulfill the Davidic Covenant that seemed so far gone at the moment.  For currently, they did not have the freedom to build a house for God, because they were under the oppression of the Roman God, Caesar.  But with this coming Messiah things were going to change.  Things were going to be different.  All of our hopes would soon be realized.


Obama's inaguration held within it the same type of hope.  We had elected our first African American president.  Things would now be different.  As soon as he took that oath we would be a different nation.  As soon as Jesus of Nazareth walked through those gates, Rome was doomed.  Yet, Obama took office, signed a few documents for things we already knew were going to happen, then danced the night away and eventually went to bed.


Jesus entered Jerusalem, went to the temple, fully inspected it, and then returned to Bethany with the twelve and went to sleep.  He went to sleep and Rome was still in power, the religious establishment was still in power, there had been no judgment.


There was something different in the air though.  The procession had brought hope to the people, the outworking of which they did not yet understand.  Jesus had willingly, publicly taken the position of King and accepted the praises of Messiah. He was now left with the same issue that all newly elected officials face.  Fulfilling their campaign promises.  Jesus' were not to overthrow Rome, but to establish the Kingdom of God by fulfilling the covenants He and his Father had made with David, Moses, Abraham, Noah, and Adam by writing a new covenant on the people's hearts.  

Amen

