
Worship is at the heart of this passage out of John.  The Samaritan woman is trying to change the subject from her to something else, the easiest target being between Samaritan worship and Jewish practices. Jesus almost lets her change the subject, but does not.  In discussing worship, he brings her back to the question of the way she is living her life.


Verse 21 declares that place does not matter.
  Which was an important stepping stone to heal the rift between the Jews and the Samaritans.  The Samaritans accepted the Pentateuch, but the larger portion of scripture they ignored.  The psalms and prophets had no place within their worship.  Mt. Gerizim was where everything happened with Abraham, Moses, and God, not Mt. Zion.


So when Jesus tells her that they worship what they do not know, it is not a huge surprise.  He tells them, limiting God's revelation leads to incomplete worship of God.  Both the law and the prophets are needed to understand who God is.  The old and new testaments are needed.  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all help to give a full understanding of who God is.


The Jews understand, because they have all of the old testament and understand that from among their own the Messiah will come.  The samaritans were expecting one just like Moses.  The fuller understanding of the suffering servant that Isaiah portrays was missing from their worldview.


Verse 23 reinforces that place does not matter and expands it  to also eliminate the materialism of worship.  Not only is place not essential, but material acts of sacrifice are secondary as well.  If the sacrifice is done out of routine and not out of the heart, it is not worshipping God.  We are to worship the Father in Spirit and Truth.


This is where it starts to get tricky.  What is Spirit and what is truth.  As we define these, we threaten the distinction of characteristics.  We are looking in this series at the metaphysical characteristics of God.  Those that make God unique because we don't have them.  In the next line we are told that God is Spirit.  Yet, we are to worship God in spirit and truth.  The words are the same, so how do theologians work through this?


Spirit or (πνεῦμα) is viewed as the highest, deepest, noblest part of our humanity, the point of contact between God and man. Soul (ψυχή) is the principle of individuality, the seat of personal impressions, having a side in contact with the material element of humanity as well as with the spiritual element, and being thus the mediating element between the spirit and the body.  God provides the spirit, most often viewed as the Holy Spirit to bridge that gap between us and God.  We are only able to worship God with the presence of the Spirit.  Otherwise it is just ritual.


Truth is also necessary for actual worship because it should be God that we are worship.  The second commandment revolves around this idea.  God is Spirit.  He is invisible, has no bodily form or lacks material substance.  So if we make idols to represent our God or contain him, we are creating a situation that is not true and in accordance with what actually is.


If we are to be true worshippers of God, we must worship God as he really is, not how we would like him to be.  As we try to wrap our minds around the mystery of God's omnipresence from last week, any of our conclusions can not be based on a material basis.  When we talk about who God is and what is possible for God, we must remember that there are characteristics of God that apply only to him and not to us.


Our image of God the Father can not stand forever as an older, gray haired man with a long beard, not even Michaelangelo's picture of God can stand.  He is invisible and has no bodily form.  Granted, there are lines that talk about God's right hand and his feet, his mind and heart, but those are anthropomorphisms, helping us to understand symbolically what God is doing by attributing human attributes.


We must meditate on who this God really is and what the consequences are of not having material form.  Without matter, God can be eternal because there is nothing to waste away or deteriorate.  Without matter, God can be omnipresent because we don't need to stretch his substance out.  He can be fully present in each one of us.  Time nor space have no effect on him, so God can be omnipotent, he can know the past, present, and future because his is not bound to our progression of time.  He knows everything that we will say because he can fast forward and rewind. He knows the end because He has seen the end.  


As we contemplate the mystery of communion, we must not forget the truth that God is Spirit, and we are to worship him in Spirit and Truth.  As we take the simple elements of bread and wine and wonder, “How can God be in this bread and wine, in addition to all the other bread and wine being served throughout the church universal this morning?” we must remember who God is.  He is spirit.  


In this meal, he calls the highest part of us, our spirit to come and dwell with him at his table.  As our spirits dwell with the Spirit of God, we are refreshed in the truth of who God is and does.  We are aware of our sin, we are aware of his forgiveness, his new life, we are reminded that we are his children and are to live life without fear.  All of this because we know that God is Spirit and the fullness of that Spirit, Jesus Christ.


Christ has explained it all to us.  As you hear the words again this morning, do not just go through the ritual of passing the plates, but open your spirit to be present with Christ as his body is passed to you, as the sweet tartness of his blood runs down your throat, be aware of his presence and commune with him at his table and worship him from the core of your being.

Amen.

