
Welcome to the New Year's Eve of the Church Calendar!  Today is Christ the King Sunday, the last Sunday of the Church Calendar.  Today is the culmination and high point of our walk in Christ.  The questions, anticipation, hope that were mere seeds being planted last Advent Season, ideally are fulfilled as we reach the harvest point of the church year.  As we inspect our crop, we must ask, “Is Jesus King of our lives?”  Not only that, we must ask with Pilate, “What kind of King is he?”  “How has this been confirmed in our lives?”  And “How do we react to this idea?”


When Pilate asked Jesus if he was “The King of the Jews,” Jesus had a curious response.  The place where he could have flat out come out and said, “Yes, of course I am, and I am also King of the Gentiles and all creation” thus making our walk as his disciples sharing who our God is easier.  He instead, asks how Pilate came to this conclusion, “Are you saying this on your own, or did others tell you this about me?”


This is definitely not the straight answer one would hope for.  The question was a simple yes or no answer.  Why did Jesus not answer yes or no and instead ask of the source of the information?  Mainly, because Jesus wanted Pilate to understand what he was proclaiming.  If our salvation is based on simply giving the proper title to Jesus, than we have an empty faith.  If calling Jesus our King, or Lord and Savior were all that were needed, than what good is that?  A franchise calls themselves the King of Burgers, and I acknowledge and call them by the same name.  It does not mean that those Burgers are the best I have ever eaten.  Not by far.


Pilates first question is a loaded question.  It is a question that, when it is answered, carries with it God's work from the beginning of Creation.  It answers the long awaited desire of the Jewish people when they asked for a King the first time, when they were not satisfied with God speaking through Judges.  They wanted a God in human flesh.  They wanted a God that would rule over all the earth, sit on the throne of David, and fulfill all the covenants that God had made with his people.


Pilate then responds to the source of his knowledge, the chief priests and the people had handed Jesus over.  He had claimed to fulfill the covenants and hopes of the people, but again the people were not satisfied.  This was not the king they had in mind.  He was not ruling and conquering the way we would like him to conquer.  He won't even answer the simple questions the way we would like.  If he would have answered, “Yes,” to Pilates question, Pilate would have had little room in which to maneuver, other than have him executed for not honoring Caesar and building up revolt and sedition against Rome.  


The answer that he received, allowed Pilate the room to find out more and try and understand what he was rapidly becoming a part of.  Jesus was giving Pilate a chance to experience truth.  Pilate was given Jesus with the claim that he had claimed to be king.  In the course of Jesus' answers, Pilate now found himself hearing God's Kingdom being proclaimed instead of a trial to convict a man.  Pilate now hears that there is the type of Kingdom he serves and there is another that is not readily seen with the naked eye.  It is to that Kingdom that Jesus will acknowledge that he is King of.


Pilate, can be heard in the dialogue as being torn between two realities.  In his asking, “Are you a King or not?”  We hear that he still has a nagging and burdensome hold to this world.  He has been asked to examine and execute this man.  He knows those who could end his career and reign over this land are waiting for his decision outside his door.  Pulling away from that setting is a man standing in front of him who is claiming to be king, but not the type Pilate is used to.  One who has a different standard of action.  One who is not claiming his ascendency to the throne by force, but by suffering and  patience.  What is more, he is claiming to hold the one thing that we all desire, “truth.”  His very words are truth.


Jesus, seems to be claiming he is the King of Truth.  All that he says is truth.  What is behind this word, that when said too many times by itself, sounds awkward?  Truth is the revelation of God.  Jesus is the King, the supreme authority as to the thoughts of God.


Now, to a Gentile, this may not seem important.  Yet, the philosophers and orators of Rome were always searching for the truth.  There lives were set out after the truth.  For the truth is in the end, the way things really are, because that is how God made them.  


Pilate's questioning acknowledged that he realizes that not everyone starts out in the truth.  Pilate went into the conversation knowing that there was more to the story than the leaders at his door told him.  The charges against Jesus are fair, when they are taken in the proper context.  The rest of the New Testament writings go on to proclaim that Jesus really is the King of this world, he sits on the throne of God.  Yet, his rightful lineage is tarnished by partial truth.  The Jews thought they knew exactly who to put in charge of this.


Pilate, a man who's job was tentative, who was looking to impress Rome and move out of the desert, back into the life of luxury.  A man who had run-ins with the Jews before and was anxious to please to save himself from misery.  Most importantly, a man, as a gentile, who did not have full knowledge of the King the Jews were waiting for.


But Jesus, being the King of truth, the king of revealing who God is, revealed one of God's greatest attributes, grace.  Jesus' responses to Pilates questions could be heard as standoffish or cold.  They could also be heard as questions of compassion.  Leading an open mind towards the ultimate truth.  A task, that is almost accomplished.  Pilates finding is that Jesus is not who the Jews are claiming him to be.  He is not a man claiming to be King and not Caesar.  He is a man who is King and not Caesar.  


Caesar would not have held such a grace filled conversation with Pilate.  Caesar was business.  There were people, nations, lands to conquer.  This was different.  Here was a man, through walking Pilate through the preconceived assumptions and circumstances, showed him the truth of what he was dealing with here.


Pilates conclusion is that Jesus is not guilty, that he should go free.  But he tells this to a people who are not ready for such a king.  They like the Caesar model, but just wish it was to their favor instead of against them.  Their ears are not ready to hear the truth.  Pilate finds his maneuvering thwarted, and had not spent enough time at the feet of the King of truth to know how to maneuver well.  So, despite knowing the truth, his actions do not end in the truth reigning by Pilates power.


The truth, in the end, reigns by God's power of Jesus being raised from the Dead and appearing to his disciples, before going and taking his rightful place on the throne of the Kingdom of God.  In the process however, Pilate was brought closer to the truth than he was when a man appeared on his doorstep.  The sign on the cross, as dictated by Pilate read, “JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”  The chief priests wanted, this man claimed to be, but Pilate was intentional that everyman walking by, whether they spoke Aramaic, Latin, or Greek knew that Jesus of Nazareth is the King of the Jews.”  Jesus was the fulfillment of the covenants.  Jesus was the revealer of the nature and actions of God.


Pilate watched and reacted as Jesus was flogged, crucified, and died.  Jesus had helped him hear the truth of what was going on and by the time Jesus was on that cross, Pilate knew what he claimed was true.  He knew that he was a different type of King of a different type of Kingdom.  He knew that grace, full understanding, and forgiveness were part of this Kingdom.


What we don't know is, did this ever change Pilate's life.  Did Pilate's alliegance to Caesar ever become secondary to Jesus as his Lord and King.  What we do know is where are hearts are.  We know where we have intellectually agreed with Jesus as our King and where that intellectual agreement has been transformed into action.  Our belief that he is King has become faith grown to fruition by deeds.  We can see Pilates progression from stand offish, to willing to propose an idea to the people, to writing a sign.  Where would the next step take him.  How will the next step towards Jesus having absolute reign over our lives take us?

  
We need to do no more, than what we normally do on New Year's Eve and reflect back on the places God has revealed himself over the past year to us.  Reflect where the triune god has been at work in our lives.  Where the truth in our worldview has been changed to the truth in God's view.  Then, knowing the truth, let our lives respond with actions that proclaim that truth lives, that truth rules our lives.  


Let us harvest those crops and then prepare to plant that knowledge into the growth that happens in the coming year, as we grow in the reality that on the throne of the universe, sits Jesus of Nazareth, truth incarnated!

