
Once upon a time, way back in High School, cheerleaders would stop and ask the question, “We've got spirit, yes we do, we've got spirit, how about you?”  We would yell back the same question, only louder.  Now, the assumption was, the group that yelled back louder had more spirit.  While not all independent variables were isolated for a pure scientific experiment to test whether people really did have spirit, people were at least able to show their spirit.  


Now school spirit is one of those things we all say we have, but we all express it in different ways.  For some it is just being in attendance at the games, others its wearing proper colors that day, for others it is face paint, fog horns, and signs.  So, while school spirit as a belief is not tangible, but rather a state of mind and a way of living our lives, it still has visible expressions.


Pistis, what our translation reads as faith, is the same thing.  Faith can not be scientifically measured.  There is no device that I can attach to your arm that will measure how much faith you have in God.  There is not a worksheet for you to fill out to show your trust in God.  But there are signs, evidence, that this faith or trust in God actually exists within you.


One of the main sources of evidence is how you react to life.  In our text today, we have brothers and sisters who are cold, naked, and hungry.  What is our response to this situation?  How do we go about making sure that they are fed and clothed.  Do we just tell them to get dressed and find something warm to eat?  Or do we walk with them to do so?


What is the difference?  The difference is in understanding what God has done.  We are left to ask, “When we fell away from God, did God just sit and wait for us to get our act together and set our lives right?”  No!  We read the scriptures and see God interacting with his people, giving them the promised land, sending his prophets to call them home, even sending his only son here to live amongst us so that we might be free from sin and be able to dwell in the Father's presence again.  God did not just tell us to stop sinning, he did the actions to ensure that we right with him forever.  He did not just say he was our Father, but acted as our Father would.


The question is, “Did the God you trust in do this as well?”  Does the God you believe in call upon you to change the way you live your life?  Does the God you trust tell you to repent or continue on just like you always have, because his love is so great?


Now James is considering something different from Paul here.  James is not saying that we must work for our salvation, but that our salvation leads us to work.  When we proclaim that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior, it seems like a natural conclusion that our lives should be dictated by our Lord and Master's commands.  Otherwise, Jesus is our Lord in title only.  What Jesus has done for us should have some tangible evidence in the way we live our lives.  Not because the way we live our lives saves us, but because our lives have been saved and we are to live like it.


We, as a culture, tend to want to keep our faith to ourselves.  How we respond to God's calling is between us and God.  And in some sense that may be true.  But would a new person in town ever be able to figure out who we looked to for guidance and direction in our life.  What events in our life profess that sin and death has been defeated?  What is it about our daily routine that allows people to know that we do not live based on fear but on the saving work of Jesus Christ and his gospel?  What has changed in us because of Christ?


We may talk the talk, but do we walk the walk?  We can have the whole bible memorized, we could have read it and know what is in there, we may know the main bible stories well enough?  But does any of that information change us.  As we come into worship and are reminded of who God is, does that inspire us to praise his name or do we read to call to worship with the same enthusiasm as we read a tax manual?  When disaster strikes are you despondent or are you praying?


James is addressing those who talk the talk.  Deutoronomy 6:4 states, “Hear O Israel, the Lord your God is One.”  This was the first half of the Shema, or the daily prayer of all Jews.  If our response stops there, we have done nothing special.  The demons will readily confess this as well.  But at least they do more than speak the words.  This knowledge causes them to shudder.  The reason tremors course through them is because they know this to be true, but will not follow the second half of the shema, Deutoronomy 6:5 which calls us to, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”


We can call out an answer to a question with, “Jesus” and not have any reaction at all.  If our trust is real, if it is thriving in us, it calls us to respond to the one we trust in, believe in, hope in, have faith in, and obey by loving God as well.  What the mind takes as reality, the body will respond to.  As we grow in our pisitis, our faith in who God is and what God does our ability to respond will deepen.


If our lives fail to demonstrate the love of God, we have yet to fully accept Jesus' good news.  We have not put ourselves in a place of trust.  We can answer the questions in the workbook, but the application of that knowledge has yet to solidify the belief in our lives.


Living in and knowing who the Triune God is go hand in hand.  You can not have one without the other.  If only knowing who the Triune God is was all that mattered, we would spend all of our time at church or in studying his word.  Academics would be God's people.  If only living that way was all that mattered, further teaching or study would be unnecessary.  Activists would be God's people. As it is, we need this time to come together, remember who we worship and what the triune God has done, so that we may go out as his disciples, ambassadors, and children and live the way he called us to.  Let us be such a people.  Let us be God's people, because we are his children.

Amen.

