
In the course of reaching this point tonight, we have focused on the Christ Child.  The babe in the manger.  We will hear the text of the coming of this child before the night is done.  But, as we near that point, we hear the text out of Hebrews.  In the first four verses we are reminded why the birth of this child is celebrated not only by man, but the heavenly realm itself rejoicing.  Now, if you have scanned ahead in the bulletin, you see that a majority of the remaining carols concern the angels reacting to the news of this child being born.


Angels are a major element of Christmas.  They adorn the tops of our trees, are included with our nativity sets, and most females here probably played an angel in a Christmas program at some point in their lives.  Angels are mysterious beings who appear throughout the bible and leave much to the imagination as to their role and function.  


The Hebrew people used their imagination and the words of scripture to create a world and hierarchy for the angels.  The mythology of Angels is quite extensive in Jewish writings.  Angels were God's messengers, sometimes the interactive voice of God to man.  Some had particular callings and others were part of the massive host.  It is this worldview that the early hearers of Christ brought into their understanding of Jesus Christ.  With an ingrained mythology of angels in place, it was possible to mistake Jesus of Nazareth for someone other than who he was.


With this in mind, the writer of this letter sets out in this passage to first make sure we understand that Jesus, the son of Mary is the Messiah.  He is not just another prophet.  Nor is he an exalted Angel.  He is God himself, God's son.  A fulfillment of the prophets and superior to the angels.  That is why the “Angels from the Realm of Glory” are “Heard on High.”  So “Hark!, let us look at the one Heralded by the singing Angels in Hebrews 1:1-14.


Verse one connects us back to the season of Advent just concluded.  We have spent time hearing parts of the prophets proclaiming God's work with the coming Messiah.  But God's word was not limited just to our major prophets, but to the whole of the Hebrew Scriptures.  Each had a piece of God's promise, but none of them had a complete knowledge of what God was going to do.  Each was a part of the larger story of God, but no one could comprehend the whole plan.


Jesus, is different in this way from all of the prophets or messengers of God.  Jesus does not have a portion of the plan, he has the whole plan.  He has this whole plan of God, because he controls all things as their heir and he made all things as creator.  He is not specialized like Moses with the law of God or David with an heir of God, or Jeremiah with the judgement of God.  


Jesus brings the full message of salvation to us.  We need only think of Jesus on the road to Emmanus with his disciples.  As he walked with them, he explained all of scripture to them and helped them understand how it all fit together.  That full understanding makes Jesus unique in the calling of prophets.  Only he fully could see all that God was doing and how he would do it.  For who would have predicted that God would come as a babe to a virgin?


We know that Jesus was fully man and the writer of Hebrews makes sure we also know he was fully God.  Verse 3 takes this up by explaining that the Son is the radiance or efflugence of God's glory.  The greek word for radiance helps us understand the importance of this.  I once heard that Jesus was like the moon, reflecting the Father's glory.  This was a bit off.  We are like the moon, but Jesus himself is like the sun, in that the glory of God comes from within him.  He does not reflect God, but has God's very being in Him.  Just as God has self-sustaining, never ending glory, so does the son.  As the comprehend able expression of God to us, Jesus acts and is just how God acts and is.  For it is not by his actions that he sustains all things, but by his word and word alone.  Just as all creation was made by God simply speaking, Jesus in his image simply speaks, and the sea is calm, speaks and Lazarus comes out of the grave, speaks and the world exists out of nothing.


In the second half of verse 3, we hear the gift that the son himself eventually gave to us, the purification of sins.  But on this night, we need to be reminded of the Father's love and that the gift the father gives us is this Son that is just like him.  The Father knows we need purification from our sin, so he gives us the most precious gift, his son.  That alone, should lead us to take the lead from the angels and sing praises to God.  Yet, he did not stop there, he brought the son back from the dead and seated him at his right hand on the throne of the universe.  That is the child who lays in the manger.  The one who now rules the world at the right hand of God is the one who cries and is cared for by a teenage mother in a stable.


In these actions and callings, it was possible to integrate or lose sight of the significant points of the event of Jesus' ministry on earth.  Angels are heavenly beings and Jesus now sits as a being in heaven, isn't it possible that God chose one of his angels for a special mission and this is the reward for good and faithful service?


The author of Hebrews wants to make sure we hear his emphatic, “No!” by citing six different texts from the Hebrew Bible that should make the differences between Jesus and the Angels clear.  This child laying in the manger is not another angel taking on human form to convey a message.  He is the very Son of God, light from light, God with us, God in human form.


It is this time of year, that we can most relate to the folklore of our culture being intermixed into our understanding of who God is.  Some of us just came from a visit with a man in a red and white suit.  A man who embodies some aspects of the Father God's generous giving and other aspects that are not quite in line with the good news of God, but our folklore.  


So listen to the writer of Hebrews as he compares and contrasts the Jesus with the angels.  Then, as you reflect on the Christmas season, I invite you to get clarity between the Father's giving and Santa Claus' giving.  For instance, both know whether you are naughty or nice.  But one gives you coal, the other gives you his Son so that your naughtyness does not hang on you for the rest of the year.


In three different sets of quotes from the Old Testament, Jesus is compared to the angels. 


 God relationship with Jesus versus the angels is first.  With Jesus, we see the family relationship, between a father and a son.  Claiming Jesus as his Son and willing to live out that Father role puts Jesus in a unique place.  He is not just another heavenly being, but one who is closest to the Father's heart.  Angels were sometimes called the sons of God plural, but Jesus is the Son of God singular.  No angel alone was worthy to be the son of God, only the Messiah.


God's relationship to the angels is to be the center of their worship instead of a fatherly role.  Now, angels did not have the same problem humans do, with idol worship.  They are only able to worship God and God alone.  Yet, here we hear that all of God's angels worship Jesus.  It is clear to the hearers of this letter, this definitely is not just any spiritual being, but God's very self.  That is the who the newborn in the arms of Mary this night is.


Second, the author tells us the angels are made compared to what Jesus is.  The reason is, Jesus is not made, Jesus is.  The angels may invoke the breath or wind of life.  Angels may be purifying fire if God makes them that way.  Jesus is eternal, righteous, and the oil of the Father's Joy.  He is not made that way, he is that way because he is God.


Third, building on Jesus eternalness, we are told He was there when the foundations were laid and the heavens were created.  The angels, while not a part of earth, were again created by God in the realm of heaven.  Jesus is different from them, in that he made both them and their place of dwelling.  His eternalness enables him to always remain.


We celebrate this night, the birth of this Jesus.  The one who existed before the angels that sing his praises, before all that we know was created.  The one who will still be around after all we know passes away like a worn out garment.  Who promises to return to put on the new clothes of a new heaven and earth, where all that we hope for and desire on this night become a full reality.  Because Jesus is a reality, he is on the throne, and he will never leave the calling the father has for him, as a son of the Father, and a redeemer to man.


So let us rejoin the angels in singing our Praises to God the father for the incredible gift he has given us in Jesus Christ, his Son.  Let us begin with Angels from the Realm of Glory, verses 1 and 2, hymn number 131

