
The world tells us, the only constant is change.  If we just look at our lives we know this to be true.  None of us have the world completely figured out yet.  Just when we think we are making progress, everything changes.  Skagway is definitely not immune to these changes.  Friends who are in town are changing, bosses and leaders are changing, even the churches are changing.  By observing the world around us, we are likely to believe the only constant is change.


In our scripture reading today, we are given a revelation about God that challenges what we can observe by looking around us.  Change is not the only constant, God is as well.  God does not change, He is immutable, unchanging, constant, fixed, immovable, inalterable, invariable, unalterable, unmodifiable, and unmovable.  God is the same as he was before he created the world, when Christ lived on earth, and when Christ returns.


Nothing about God changes because God is spirit.  We are different.  Movies love the hero or heroine who proclaim to their loved one, “I will never let any harm happen to you.”  As life has progressed, we know that our ability to keep such a promise has increased and decreased.  I once could runner faster and longer than I can now.  I once also could not walk.  However, my resources have increased for dealing with other issues.  In college I had difficulty making my car payment every month, that is no longer the case.  Someday, I may be too worn down to walk again and shortly thereafter, I will not be alive, which makes it much harder to ensure no harm will befall a loved one.  


God has no physical body, so God has no physical limits.  A promise he makes today, He will be just as able to keep tomorrow or anytime in eternity.  Such is the case of Abraham in today's reading.  2000 years before Christ, Abraham received a promise and an oath from God found in Genesis 22 after he was willing to offer up Isaac, 


“I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son,  17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies,  18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”  


Any of us would not be able to keep a promise we made 2000 years from now, but due to the immutability of God, God can keep the promise


One of the reasons we often shy away from a commitment is that we don't know the future.  How can I promise to be at my 25th class reunion when I don't know where I will be?  I had intentions of making my 10th, but was instead at, a friends wedding instead.  By the time I need to go to my 25th, I may have children who get sick or parents that need attention or any other number of things, because things are always changing for us, but not for God.  God can make a commitment to someone because his situation will not change.  He will always be the same loving, merciful, righteous, grace-filled God.


That is why he is able to keep his promise to Abraham, not only in Isaac, but through the work of Christ bringing all nations to be sons of Abraham.  God's work of giving Abraham children as numerous as the stars is still happening today.  Case in point, “How many of us know the song 'Father Abraham.'”


Now if you making connections to everything that I have preached on over the last year and a half, you might be asking, “How can God make an oath when Jesus says don't and let your yes be yes and no be no?”  As we talked about last summer, when you make an oath in the ancient world, you are calling upon that being to ensure that it happens or punish you accordingly.  However, when you made an oath, that was the final word to a disagreement.  The man making an oath either had to be correct or face severe punishment later.  That is why Jesus encourages us not to make an oath where, if we fail, we are causing our God to lose face or act out of his nature.  


God making an oath is a different story.  First off, it is unnecessary because he never changes, so His word can be trusted.  But in Abraham's case, God wanted to make sure Abraham realized the security of the promise and swore by his own name, since there is no higher being than God himself.  In doing so, Abraham could die in peace knowing that the promise afforded to him would be kept.


This promise to Abraham is what gives us and the writer of Hebrews hope.  As we obey Christ, our descendants will be as numerous as the stars, because of God's promise to Abraham and our part in that promise.  We will be those favored children of Abraham.


Now, it is commonly acknowledged that God can not change or go back upon his word.  We proclaim that his word is true and right, the source of life.  So why does God swear unnecessarily?  The term 'anchor' in verse 19 made this clear for me.  In rock climbing, when a top rope is set for climbing, you always use two anchor points.  99.9% of the time, the second anchor is unnecessary.  Yet climbers want the sure thing, why settle for 99.9 when you can have 100% insurance that you will not fall due to the anchors failing?  Everything in climbing is doubled to insure that if for some freak incident happens, everything is fine.


God does this for us by giving us a promise and his word.  These double anchors keep us well rooted amidst the stormy seas of life.  The worse the storm, the better the anchor needs to be.  God offers us a surefire double anchor in his word and oath.  Our hope can weather out any storm if we live in the promises of God.


As we look at the promises that are listed throughout scripture, we have no need to wonder whether they will be fulfilled or not because of who made them.  As we look to Christ, on whom our hope is founded, we need not worry.  His work to make even us Gentiles children of Abraham is secure.  He has gone ahead, is the forerunner of us.  He has gone to prepare a place for us.  We need not worry about the place, because we know it will bring us to meet face to face with God.


For Jesus has taken the hope we have in him and gone behind the veil, to the world behind the world, where more is happening than you think, and placed our hope on the anchor of the Holy of Holies in the inner sanctuary.


Now, unlike the days of Aaron and David, Christ remains there, day after day, dwelling in the presence of the father.  It is no longer a place where the high priest goes only once a year and for a brief period of time, but where Christ, the high priest of the order of Mecelzidek, lives constantly.  He has secured it and made sure, as the forerunner, that we are welcome there as well.  All of this is possible 4000 years later because God has not changed.


You may be asking yourself, if we were only allowed the high priest to be in the inner sanctuary for one day each year, hasn't God changed if we are now allowed in there with Christ continually?  Good question and No!


God has not changed, only the high priest was allowed in after extended bathing and cleansing in order to be holy and stand in God's presence.  Such effort was required that it was a yearly event instead of daily.  Through Christ's work as high priest, God has not changed, but we have.  We have received the great gift from Christ, holiness. Through his death and resurrection we have been purified and sanctified, we have been forgiven and have hope of eternal life.  We can now commune with God through the work of Christ.  God's standards have not changed, we have.  The same reason Adam was removed from the garden is the same reason we are allowed back in.  Our sin has been removed, we are no longer stained, but rest in Christ's righteousness and are called to join him in his priestly duties.


Rest assured, no matter how much your body, your situation, your place in life changes, God will not.  He will always have room for you at his table, he will always offer forgiveness to those who ask, he will never stop loving, his grace will never be limited, his mercy will not suddenly dry up.  God  will not change, nor will his promises.  Only we will change.  Hopefully that change is closer to the hope that Christ has set before us and is ours to live out.

Amen

