Earlier this year, 


this text out of Exodus jumped out at me


 because it gave us two reasons why we should worship God.  

When you are planning out the year, 


you don't get too involved in the details at that stage.  



You look at the text, 



know that it is God inspired



 and no matter what it says, 




know it will shape the character of those who hear it.  

So the details, 


or as others may refer to them, 


the landmines, 



are often overlooked.

It is in the week of studying and wrestling with the text


 that the land mines become apparent 


and you are able to hear that gentle click of the bomb being engaged.  

There are two such mines in this text.  

One is, 


why does God try to kill Moses


 after he has spent all of this time convincing him to take the calling?  

Two is, 


why does God harden Pharaoh's heart?

These both have lots of theories, 


but most of the theories are based on just this text alone.  

It is only when we pull back and see the larger picture of what God is doing


 that either of these incidents make any sense at all.  

In the course of the broader picture, 


the two reasons to worship God become clearer 


and become something that we too can follow.

This text is situated at the beginning of the Exodus story.  

We have Genesis as our background story.  


God creating man and the world, 


man turning from God's direction 



and leading himself with all of the consequences of doing so.  


Then the calling of Abraham to be the father of God's people, 



with the sign of circumcision given to signify that they are God's people.


Isaac and Jacob follow wrestling with how to be faithful to God.  


Joseph's story of coming into Pharoah's land



 and being an act of salvation not only to his own people 



but to the land of Egypt as well ends the book of Genesis.

Exodus starts out remembering how the Israelites ended up there, 


but quickly acknowledges that the Egyptians quickly forgot. 

Out of fear they start to oppress the Israelites living in the land


 because they were living prosperously 



just as God had promised they would.  

They oppressed the people 


and even tried to kill all the male children in fear of being overthrown.  

It is from this incident that the story of Moses birth finds its' grounding.

Moses ends up with all of the advantages of being a prince of Egypt, 


which also means he tries to make the world right with his own power, 



thus repeating the sin of Adam and Eve 



and finding himself exiled to Midian.  

But just like the repeating theme out of Genesis, 


God does not let our refusal have the final word, 



but works to redeem his people and his creation.  

So Moses is called to confront the Egyptians a second time, 


but this time, 


not with his own power, 


but by the power of God.

So it is, 


that Moses is given instructions to return to Egypt 



and work with God in freeing the people of Israel.  

Why do the people need to be free?  


There is a line that is said here, 



and mentioned every time Moses confronts Pharaoh?  




It tells us why he should let the people go.  

We know, 

“Let my people go,” 


but the why is often overlooked.  


“So that they may worship me.”  

God's whole confrontation with the Egyptians, 


the seven plagues are because they will not let the people of God worship God.  The Egyptians in their fear removed the possibility for a Sabbath rest


 and chose to oppress the people instead.  

We worship a God


 who refuses to let anything oppress his people from worshipping him.  



The Egyptians happened to be the oppressor at this point.  


But God has not stopped removing the obstacles for us to be able to worship him.  When the obstacles were outside of us, 


like the Egyptians or Assyrians, 



he dealt with them.  

When the obstacles were in our own selves, 


he has dealt with those, 



through sending us into exile.  


Or, more recently, 



dealing with the principalities and powers



 through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  


Jesus enabled the lame to walk, 


the blind to see, 


the dead to live, 


and the oppressed were set free.  

The Spirit reminds us of God's work


 and keeps our ears open.

If God is such a God, 


then why does he harden Pharaoh's heart?  

Throughout the interaction over the next ten chapters of Exodus, 


we hear about Pharaoh's heart fluctuating.  

Before it is even mentioned, 


naturally Pharaoh's heart was hardened by cultural tradition 



telling him that he is in control of the universe



 and upon him alone all people's destiny dwells.  

The same myth that Adam and Eve bought into, 


that they did not need God, 



Pharaoh lived out on a daily basis.  

The previous Pharaoh had Joseph at his side to tell him differently


 and the Pharaoh was open to God's words.  

As the story progresses, 


the first few actions of Moses were mighty, 



but able to be replicated the Magicians under Pharaoh's control.  

The world has all kinds of signs that we can look at to believe we are in control, 


but if we are molded by God's word, 



then we know that it is really God in control.  

Pharaoh tries to let go half way through, 


but as he counts the cost, 



the cost would leave no room to believe he controls the universe, 




for his whole labor force would disappeared.  


Yet finally, when the cost becomes too great



 and Pharaoh realizes he is not in control 




but Yahweh is, 



Pharaoh releases the people.

Pharaoh unfortunately suffers from the same deceptions we do.  


We will turn to God in desperation, 



but when the bonds of oppression are released, 



in our freedom




 we tend to think our freedom was brought about by our works.  Pharaoh saw God's glory, 


and asked to be blessed by the God who worked such miracles, 



but then forgot and pursued Israel 




thinking he was the Lord of the Universe again.  

His heart was hardened by choosing to be his own God.  


Like most liquids or soft objects, 



if it does not contain moisture and becomes dried out, 







it hardens.  

We see the same thing with Moses, only in reverse.  

Moses has been called by God, 


after much convincing.  


So he leaves Midian with a staff in his hand that allows him to perform miracles



 and God is clearly at his side.  

God has so much invested in him, 


Moses believes he can do no wrong.  

He is the mouthpiece of God.  

The downside to being a mouthpiece for God is that


 God then expects you to act like one.  

One of the most basic pieces of being part of God's family is the sign of circumcision.  
With it, 



you are part of the family of God 



and with out it you are not.  

Moses, 


wanting to fit into the Midian culture around him


 does not circumcise his child.  

He does name him Gershom, 


meaning “an alien in a foreign land.”  

He takes the old saying, 


“When in Midian, do as the Midianites do,” seriously.  

So even after his encounter with God in the desert, 


nothing has compelled him to act as an Israelite.

God has been at work in his life since birth, 


but his sense of call as God's chosen is still getting the better of him.  

The first time it exiled him to the desert for 40 years, 


this time his life is threatened.  

Fortunately for Moses, 


he had a wife who was not as big headed.  

She acts to free Moses from the sin of conformity and pride 


and circumcises his son.  

Moses, 


faced death


 without the act of his wife performing the task that he should have done before.  God was not willing to send Moses forward with such a chain upon him.  


He needed to realize both he and his family were God's children, 











not Moses'.

With this made clear, 


we reach the second reason we should worship God.  

Not only does God work tirelessly to free us from the bonds of oppression, 


but he hears our cries, 


sees our misery, 


and is concerned about us.  

As Moses and Aaron spoke to the elders, 


the elders heard all the words, 


they saw all of the signs, 

but it was not until they heard that the Lord was concerned about them 


that they bowed down and worshipped.

This is a true example of real versus felt needs.  

We pretend that if we saw miracles like Jesus performed or Moses did, 


then we would believe.  

If God had a special message for us, 


then we would be stronger in our faith.  

The Israelites saw and heard all of this, 


but it did not lead to worship.  



It was the concern of the Lord 



and the watching over them that lead them to worship.  

What would you do if you knew that the one who created all that is, 



controls all that is, 



and has a plan for all that is and will be 




was specifically concerned about you 




and was there beside you during your periods of misery.  

You would have no proper response other than to worship.

The good news to the Israelites did not change by the time Jesus was on earth.  


Our passage out of Luke tells us the same thing.  



If an unjust judge



 who does not fear God or care about men



 will work for justice to avoid pestering.  


What about a just judge who is God


 and is concerned about men?  

God will surely respond, 


is surely present with us in our times of trial and our times of joy.

It is for these two reasons that we can worship God.   

For he releases us from our bondage so that we can worship Him 






and he is concerned about us.  


He is not distant, 



but an ever present help.  

He has been working to bring us to this understanding of Him


 and has used many different ways of helping us to respond to his love.

