
Less than seventy-two hours ago, we gathered to ring in the season of Christmas.  As you can see, the light from that night has grown, so that a few of us are confused enough to think we are somewhere tropical.  As we rang and sang in this joyful season of Christmas, God with us in Jesus Christ, we heard about how Jesus Christ is unique and why we celebrate his birth.


Intermixed in the text of Hebrews from Christmas Eve was the idea that Jesus is the Father's gift to us.  It is this idea that I would like to explore further today with Ephesians and next week in Psalm 98.  We need to be reminded that the Father's gift to us is His son, because it is easy to lose sight of.  If you saw the section heading in the text, it is labeled, “Spiritual Blessings in Christ.”  While it would be wordier, a more appropriate title may be, “Spiritual Blessings from the Father in Christ.”  But this idea is missed if we were not looking for it.  It is there at the very beginning, “Praise be to the God and Father.” Yet in the numerous of the bountiful things the Father has done through this gift of his Son. 


 As I read it, I want to assume it is Jesus we are talking about.  Perhaps it is because Christ is mentioned seven times by name in this passage and he Father only three times.  Being raised with our culture's need to have gender equality, I assume all the “he's” and “hims” are Jesus.  


Jesus is not the focus of Ephesians at this point.   Yes, Jesus gets the credit he deserves for the work he has done, but it is the Father that is praised and blessed in this particular passage.  The father sent the gift, so it is he who should receive the praise.


My family experienced something similar to this with my grandma's reaction to her Christmas gift this year.  My grandma made her second trip to Alaska this summer and did not have tangible photographic evidence that she had been here twice to show her friends, since they were not likely to have a computer around in her living room.  So, my sister went online and produced a hardbound book about my grandma's two trips to Alaska with a narrative poem written by my parents that narrated her adventures in Robert Frost like verse.  This was to go with the fact that my grandpa had the cremation of Sam McGee memorized and often recited it around Christmas.  So, after putting the hours of work into the book, when my grandma opened the book, guess who got the teary overjoyed phone call?


If you guessed, my sister you are wrong.  If you guessed my parents, you are wrong.  If you guessed the person who did none of the work of editing or composing the book, me, you are correct.  Now, why did my grandma make such a mistake?  It is because Alaska is where I live, I was the reason she came up here to visit both times.  I was the visible representative of my family's work in the book.  My sister's pictures usually have me and my grandma in them because she was taking the pictures.  The narrative had me named seven times, my sister only once, even though she was the one who enabled this last trip to happen.


Eventually, my grandma figured out that it was mainly the family in Bozeman who were responsible for the book and not me.  But it took reading the 'to: from:' tag closely.  It took a couple of times explaining the process for it to become clear.


So let us examine this letter to the Ephesians and see why we praise the Father during Christmas and not just the son.  Let us read through it and see who the blessing is from and what the gift is.


The first gift under the tree, once opened, contains blessings in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  As we are excited about this gift, we need to make sure we send the thank you back to the giver.  Who gave the gift of spiritual blessings in Christ?  The Father.  Jesus Christ is the gift, but the sender was the Father.


As we open up the next package, we find our calling to be holy and blameless before the creation of the world in his sight.  Now there is a he, his, and him in this sentence.  So again, who is the sender/choser and who's sight are we talking about?  It is the Father who chose us.  The way he chose us is via Christ, so that we would be blameless in the Father's sight.  


Verses 5 and 6 reveal another two more gifts that are under our tree every day, adoption as sons and glorious grace.  The “in love,” due to diligent and excellent work by our Sunday school teachers, immediately puts into our mind that it is Jesus who loves us, so it must be he who predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ.  Here, it becomes clear, when we pull back our presumptions that it is the Father who gave us this gift.  The rest of scripture makes clear that we are the Father's children, not Jesus'.


We have Jesus' work on the cross to thank for that gift, but it was given to us by the Father in sending his son.  So it is also the Father's will to give His glorious grace freely to us.  This package of grace, when opened, physically appears as the One the Father loves, his son.  But it is a gift of the Father's.


Verse 7 gives us a sneak peak of the gift the son will give to us, his brothers and sisters, his disciples in the days to come.  Redemption and forgiveness are gifts of the Son.  It is his blood that brings us right with God again.  These are given to us, because the Son is an exact image of the Father, who's grace is lavished upon us.  Yes, grace saw its fullest fulfillment in the Son's actions.  But the precedent had been set through the Father's gracious actions with our ancestors, in the covenant promises of Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and David.


All of the mystery of God's will for his people was made known to us in Christ.  During his lifetime, Jesus of Nazareth, made clear the Father's intentions for His kingdom by his actions, life, and words.  He spoke God's words to the people in full understanding.  He acted as God acts to begin the process of fulfilling the call to no longer have heaven and earth separated.  We find ourselves back at the calling of advent, waiting for Christ to return  so that all of the entities in heaven and on earth, are under one head.  When Christ returns and makes all things as the should be, holy or set apart for God, Christ will continue his lifestyle of servanthood and be under the rule of the Father.  Even Christ will be under the will of the Father, as he was while here on earth.


As we reach verse 11, it seems like a repeat at first.  The same gift that your brother received, so you already know what it is  But there are some highlights to see, by again looking at the 'To: From:' labels closely.  Paul above, talked concerning 'us' for verses 3-10.  Verses 11 and 12 are concerning 'we' and 13 and 14 are addressed to 'you'.


The question is, why the change?  For one, there is the need to show all of the spiritual blessings in the heavens that we received in Christ at work in our lives right now.  It is not only a calling to those in Ephesus who first heard these words, but a call to us who are now hearing them from our forefathers of long ago.  We have the phrase, “The gift that keeps on giving” in our society.  Paul is demonstrating that this gift of the Father did not stop with the disciples, the early church, nor the Saints.  The gift of birth that happened 2000 years ago still offers up the same great joys to all who unwrap it and then blesses those around them.


So Paul includes himself and the other earlier believers in the earlier calling as part of God's work and will.  Their life in the hope of Christ was to give God glory.  Part of that glory was sharing the word of truth, the gospel of our salvation with those around them.  It started out in Ephesus, but continued onto to Rome, Spain, China, Africa, across the ponds to Australia and the Americas.  The Father's gift of his Son is the gift that keeps on giving geographically and chronologically.  For we are blessed by the same words today as those who first read the letter aloud.


As we believed, we were marked with the seal of the son and Father, the Holy Spirit.  The gift we received on Pentecost from the third person of the Trinity.  The spirit is a deposit or pledge that what was begun at the creation of the world, what was promised in God's covenants through our forefathers, what Jesus told us would happen with a new heaven and new earth will really happen and we will be a part of it.


While we wait for that full redemption, we know our inheritance is secure.  We have a gift from one who loves us, the Father.  That gift gave us the ability to inherit such a great gift. The third person of the Trinity is with us now, reminding us of the work and words of the Father and Son, so that we may continue to praise the Father's glory, until his Son comes again.


So we are truly blessed by the Spiritual blessings in Christ.  We are blessed by them, because the Father gave Jesus to us.  That is the gift giving action this season is centered on.  It is a gift, because we certainly did not earn or deserve it.  We did not do anything to make it happen.  It truly is a gift of love from the Father, who sent love himself in human form to the world.  Starting as the clearest representation of love to humanity, an infant child who is raised via love to bring love to the world.

To the God of all grace, who calls you to share God’s eternal glory in union with Christ, be the power forever! Amen. 

