
We continue with the theme of God's covenants today and move up another 430 years from Abraham to Moses.  In this covenant with Moses, we again see a continuing theme of God claiming special relationships with those whom He enter into a covenant with.  Noah was promised continuing life, Abraham a line of descendants, and now Moses is blessed with being God's people.   God's treasured possession, a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.


Yet, when we think of Moses, what do we usually think of.  It is not the covenant that God made with him, but with the law he brought down off the mountain.  Yet these are one in the same thing.  However, being the legalistic people that we are, we stay focused on the law and ignore the language about the relationship God desires.


Yet the covenant starts with the relationship people have with God.  We said last week, in the earlier covenants, that it was God pouring his blessing out on us.  It still is that with today's covenant, but with an extended covenant for us to uphold.  As the amount of blessings have increased, so have the requirements.  Noah was a simple remember, Abraham required an act of circumcision, today's promise comes with an extended list of expectations, but also an extended, closer, deeper relationship.


God speaks to Israel and says, “You will be for me.”  That is much different than, I will pick some random nation out of my rolodex and choose them.  Instead, they are a nation that God knows personally.  They have interacted together before.  If it had been a few years since they last saw each other, they would still recognize each other even with the new haircut.  The relationship existed and God chose to take the relationship even deeper.  He chose to pin Israel as his own.  They were to be each other's steadies.


Now, I don't know all the rules of pinning and steadies, since pins were before my time, but I do know the rules upon which this covenant is based upon.  The covenant with Moses was set up as a Suzerin Vassal Treaty.  These covenants were established as a mighty King was establishing his kingdom in the near east.  As the subjects were made aware, the King was superior and their lives would be better if they were under the care of the mighty King.  As this King established his kingdom, he made a treaty with them stating what he would do and what they would do.

 
The treaties, as the New Bible Dictionary tells us, “Began with a preamble identifying the covenant lord, the speaker, and a historical prologue recounting the benefits previously bestowed on the vassal through the favour and might of the lord.”  Today's example includes carrying them out of Egypt on eagles wings.  “The obligations imposed on the vassal, the longest section, followed.”  Hence the 10 commandments coming in chapter 20.  “The foremost stipulation was the requirement of loyalty to the covenant lord or negatively the proscription of all alien alliances ,  hence, the first two commands regarding “No other Gods and No Idols.”  


Another section enunciated the curses and blessings which the gods of the covenant oath would visit on the vassals in accordance with their transgressions or fidelity. These sanctions were sometimes interspersed among the stipulations. We see this in God punishing the children of sin to the third and fourth generation.


As we look at this initially, it seems to be drifting away from the relationship standard I spoke of at the beginning.  Yet, this treaty was establishing the kingdom.  This means that God is welcoming the people of Israel into his kingdom and calling them to a particular calling.  We were to be God's priests and  therefore a whole nation set apart under the care of God.


A pastor becomes well aware of what people's expectations are for being Holy.  Often times, people's expectations of holy and God's sometimes differ.  Therefore, God gives us the outline of the basic things holy people do not do.  The list of what they do do is endless and overwhelming.  So God keeps it simple and lets us know what to avoid in order to be his people.  As he does this, we should notice that there is not sentences laid out for infractions.  The consequences all revolve around a break in relationship.  Children are punished of those who hate slash do not want God as their God, but showing love to those who love me and keep my commandments.  Misusing the name is distorting the character of God, thus breaking the relationship with God.


The other key thing in the works here is that the rules were to make them a kingdom of priests.  Everyone of them was to be the presenter of God to the world.  The point of the restrictions was to allow God's work to shine through them.  If they did not follow the commandments, it meant that the rest of the world was not made aware of God's blessing.  A priest's role is to mediate blessing to others.


As we reach Ephesians 11, the power of Christ's work becomes clear.  The Gentiles who were once far away lived a life separated from God.  They knew of God, but were not God's chosen nation, they were not his priests mediating blessing upon others.


Yet, as a suzerian treaty, one more rule is, that as each new son ascends the throne, the son is allowed to make changes in the treaty to accommodate the changes in the situation.  That is why in Christ, those who were far away have been brought near through his blood.


The law has been abolished because the law is no longer the way we become part of the royal priesthood of the kingdom of God.  We become priest by acknowledging the king of the Kingdom, Jesus Christ and proclaiming him Lord over our life.  In our baptism, we received all the instruction we will ever need as the Holy Spirit was acknowledged as being active in our lives.  The Holy Spirit will lead us in the same direction as the law did.  But the Spirit will walk with us in the positive callings of God as well.  


So we are no longer foreigners or aliens, but fellow citizen's with God's people and members of God's household.   As we officially welcome new member's into this particular house of God and the larger household of God's universal church, may we not forget the relationship we have with the King of the Kingdom.  May we not build walls that divide the kingdom, but build each other up around the chief cornerstone, Jesus Christ, the reconciler of all relationships, no matter how shattered they appear.

Amen

