
What is the difference between a tent and a house?  Our first response might be that it is the ability to endure harsh conditions.  However, there are tents that endure the peaceful conditions of Everest or McKinley without showing any wear.  As we experience spring and the return of seasonal workers, we see the return of tent villages popping up in odd, 'hidden' places around town.  The popping up, gives us the difference between a tent and a house.  It is the permanence of the structure.


I have spent whole summers living in tents, whether they were in my backyard or across the vast expanse of Northwest Montana, no matter the conditions, we stayed in the tents and stayed warm and dry and were able to cook.  The main reason we were in tents was that we were moving around the area each week.  Occasionally, for a rock climbing camp, we would not move the tent at all during the week, but at the end, it went into a bag and packed in the van to return to Flathead Lake where we returned to the canvas tents, which themselves, at the end of the summer were taken down and stored for the winter.  Those had studded frames, but were not meant to be permanent residences.


God, with David, has been living in a similar temporary dwelling.  He has been traveling with the people where ever they went.  Now the people find themselves in a place to settle down and peace has come over the community and David realizes his blessings and thinks that God should at least have as nice of dwelling as he has, if not better.  It makes sense and most realtor's would agree, partly because the commission on an equal to greater property as that of David's has would be nice.  However, God kills the realtor's nest egg by saying that he does not need a place built, at least no by David.  The realtor is going to ask, “Why not?”  We should be asking the same thing, “Why not?”


Why is God willing to continue living in a tent?  We have all had that desire to hit the open road and travel to where ever God leads you that day.  We have made it easier and easier to have all the conveniences of home in such contraptions as campers, RV's, some of which have more square feet than our homes.  Yet, even if we have such well equipped things, we don't live in them permanently.  Why is that?


Is it the neighborhood that David was choosing.  It seems to have been a troubled neighborhood in the recent years slash millenias.  In many neighborhoods, buyers wait until there is the movement to revitalize the neighborhood before they buy.  Once a neighborhood is showing signs of new life its value suddenly skyrockets and everyone wants to be there.  Is God waiting for such a thing to happen?  


Those who have lived in Skagway over the last 40 years have watched the value of property on Broadway and around town rise and fall with the dying and rising of the railroad.  The price of a building today could have bought you the whole street at one point.


God was and is waiting for that revitalization to happen.  The Jewish people thought that Solomon was the one to build a house for God.  Yet, we know that that temple followed the route of David and rotted and was buried.  Another house was built, but that as well ended up being temporary.  As great as our architecture and building materials have become, what can we build that lasts for eternity?


God was waiting for someone to come along who could be there to fix the leaky pipes for all of eternity before he settled on a general contractor to build his house.  What is the square feet on God's house?  His creation is the whole universe, so his house should at least be decent size you would think.  So who do you call on to do this type of work, for not even the Trump Empire in its prime could handle such work?


Who better than Jesus?  Why does Jesus' resume work?  Look at God's requirements.  “‘He must be able to establish a house for David, he must be one of his offspring, must be willing to let God establish his kingdom.  He must be able to build a house for God's Name, and be able to sit on the throne of his kingdom forever.  14  God will be his father, and he will be God's son.  


Who better than Joseph's son, from the line of David?  Who better than the one born of the Holy Spirit, making him God's son?  Who better than the one who came to inaugurate the Kingdom of God?  Who better than the one who already has a resurrected body?


This resurrected body, as I am stealing out of the Tuesday night study, is drastically different from our body.  Our current bodies are like tents.  They are not our permanent homes.  They are places that allow us to experience much and travel around to where ever we are called to be, but they are not where I want to experience eternity.  A tent is wonderful for a season on a mountain meadow next to a lake, but eventually, I will want a cabin if I am going to spend an extended period there.


Jesus' resurrected body is much the same as what we have today, only without the side effects caused by sin and death.  Without those annoying side affects, his body will last eternally, therefore he is able to build a kingdom that is big enough to house God's whole household.  All the citizens of God's Kingdom will find a place to live in God's Kingdom, because God's Kingdom is this earth.  It is this earth that Jesus has set about working on and with to establish his Kingdom.  When Jesus made his proclamation about the Kingdom being at hand, he was not on another planet, or in another plane of existence, he was right there, among the disciples and doubters, followers and fiends alike, proclaiming that his work of fulfilling the covenants with David, Moses, Abraham, Noah, and Adam was underway.


This is why the resurrection matters.  When we die, there is a time of death, but there is the promise of the resurrection of our bodies as well.  At some point, we will be alive and kicking again on this earth in physical bodies that are not susceptible to death and sin, because Jesus has defeated death and paid the price for sin.  His new Kingdom's authority is the life giving God that blesses the citizens who are also His children, abundantly.


God is building his house, his permanent dwelling place right here among us.  Let us embrace this work that we are allowed to participate in wholeheartedly.  Let the areas of sin in your life have nothing to hold onto.  You have life abundant because Jesus is not only the long awaited messiah, the Christ that we waited for, but also the Lord, the ruler of life who will sit on the throne for all eternity.  We need not be overwhelmed by who seems to have power now, because ultimately it is Christ that has all the power and authority.  This power is the same one who died to bring you life.  


Take hold of the calling and embrace it.  Jesus is doing this work right now.  He is not waiting for the last week before the ships arrive with all of his citizens to begin his kingdom, but has been establishing it for the past 2000 years.  The kingdom is growing, because the Holy One will not see decay.  Let it grow through your life so that when God comes into the house that the chief contractor who is also the chief cornerstone has prepared, he might see his glory reflected in you.


When you were baptized, you received forgiveness for your sins, you repented, and you received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  A gift so tremendous that there is no way to fully comprehend it.  God himself is currently dwelling with in you, a simple tent.  Let God be central in that tent, because someday, that tent will be a permanent home for God.  A place God will dwell for eternity.


So live life to the fullest in this tent, being ready to move as God calls you.  To follow him to where ever he may call you.  Do not let connection to this earth restrict you, because this earth is not your final resting place.  You to will be like the temple and be destroyed.  You will remain that way until Christ resurrects your physical body and makes it anew.  Then you will have the rest of eternity to enjoy what you helped bring into place while you lived this life.  We can do this because we have already died with our baptism into the family of God and were brought up out of the waters into new life.  Water, remember Noah, no longer means death and chaos but new life.


All of this happened through the loving work of God's covenants.  A foreordained knowledge and set purpose of establishing God's Kingdom.  That is why he promised to preserve all creation, called all to his family, established a priestly order to remind his people of his grace, and set one on the throne to rule over his Kingdom.  The work of the cross was no mistake, but a culmination of the abundant life giving promises of new life.


As my parents who are realtors have told me, it is much easier to find a house for someone who knows what they want and can describe it.  God knew the type of house he wanted because he knew what he planned to do with this house.  He knew who could build it to his specifications and what it would take to do it.  He counted the cost before he started building, and was willing to pay the cost.  We are to do the same as we enter into the house.  Is it worth it?  I promise you it is!  It is worth the wait and was worth the cost.  New life always is, eternal life has to be.

Amen

