
You have now heard of two occasions of transfiguration.  You have Moses and Jesus both radiating the splendor of God, God's glory, in their physical appearance.  Jesus is approachable by his disciples, Moses wore a veil over his face when he was not speaking directly for God to the people.  2nd Corinthians seems to be making some hints about the difference between Jesus' splendor and Moses' splendor.  What are the differences?  What do these differences mean for us?


Transfiguration Sunday is always the Sunday before the beginning of Lent.  The reason for this is, the synoptic gospels, Matthew, Mark, and Luke see Jesus' transfiguration as the full display of who this man is and how he is different.  When Jesus goes up to the high place with the three disciples, it is the tipping point of understanding for them.  Peter has just proclaimed Jesus as Lord.  Now, he gets to see what being Lord entails.  He sees the spirit of the living God fully alive and thriving within Jesus.  Jesus is so instep with the will of the father that the father's glory has permeated out to Jesus' outer being.


This is different from Moses' experience recorded in Exodus 34.  There, as Moses has been on Mount Sinai with God for 40 days, he comes down the mountain with a glowing face.  At first the people are scared to come close, for they struggle to be in the reflected glory of God too long.  Moses, in order to live within the community wears a veil in order to live out his daily life and only removes it in order to share what God has revealed.  As soon as he has finished with God's word, back down comes the veil.


Peter, James, and John stood there in the full presence of God emanating out of Christ and were scared, but did not ask Jesus to cover up.  Humankind is now suddenly able to look upon God and not shudder.  It is not because the glory pervading from Jesus is reduced strength. Paul, in 2nd Corinthians, tells us that this glory is extra strength glory.  The type that puts Moses to shame.  Moses, standing next to Jesus didn't need a veil, he needed sunglasses.  Jesus' glory was that much more intense.


Paul helps us to see the difference.  He cites the source of the glory.  Moses was in the presence of God and then reflects the exposure.  Sort of like someone who has been out in the sun all day reflects the heat and color of the sun in their skin with their sunburn.  That is what Moses possessed, the sunburnt skin of being in the presence of God.  Jesus however, had the very presence of God within him.  The sun that burnt Moses skin is living within Jesus' body.  What is more, we are told that that same source of light and energy is now living within us.  


Timing is important here.  I want to quickly respond, if such light and energy is alive and well within me, why do I not have episodes similar to what happened to Jesus?  This is where the process of the Christian life comes into play.  Paul tells us that we are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory.  Christ's full display came about after his disciples finally recognized who he was and he had started on the way to the fullest expression of being a servant of God.  He had committed himself to going to Jerusalem to die.  He had accepted his calling in life and was ready to offer to God the fullest thing he had, himself.


I am now just speculating, but the reason none of us has experienced a transfiguration ourselves is that there is still a part of us that we are holding onto.  There has always been a part of our self that has perservered in the best of intentions.  There has always been something that we are still in control of.  If I am wrong, please let me know.


This glory is not necessarily a fire that needs to be stoked, but contained in a clay jar that needs to be broken.  The Holy Spirit is alive and well in each one of us, just as the earth's core has plenty of hot molten magma to keep it warm.  However, the magma only breaks out of the earth and becomes visible where the earth is under stress.  The techtonic plates are where the tension has broken the mighty plate and released the energy and light that is magma.


The same can be said of our lives.  God's glory is mainly seen where we are facing the tensions of life.  Paul speaks of the pressure, perplexion, persecution, and attacks.  These things that have happened in his life that have brought out God's glory in his life.  For though he was pressured, perplexed, persecuted, and attacked he did crush, despair, feel abandoned, or become destroyed.


Paul can live like this because he knows of the reality of Christ.  He knows that even if his mortal body comes to an end, his resurrected body in the new heaven and new earth will persevere.  He sees all of the challenges that come his way as an opportunity to display God's glory.  Life lived safely within known comfort zones does not cause the glory to be exposed.  It stays safely hidden away under the center of the tectonic plate, never having an opportunity to reach the surface and be viewed by others.  


This is why Paul starts off by telling us that the 10 commandments brought death.  They told us how not to live.  What they did not fully do is tell us how to live.  The commandments told men where they could expect to be held liable.  They condemned men.  Christ however, came and showed us how to live, how we might be right with God, what God's will entails.


Moses glory could not last forever, because it brought with it death.  Christ's glory brought life which brings in new life, so it will last and last.  Ever renewing itself.  This knowledge, this glory allows us to be bold.  We are not like Moses who had a limited time offer.  For Christ brings about life, eternal life.  What he offers does not fade away.  Life is persistent through out all conditions.  You have seen the trees growing out of rocks faces in the canal.  You have seen the animals that remain here year round despite the conditions.  We are on the verge of seeing spring time return with the new life blossoming from every place.  We know life is persistent.


So we can life in the Lord with freedom, because we know that the persecuted will show God's glory.  We need not fear death, because we know that dying to self brings a fuller life in Christ, because as the clay jar that contains God's glory, us, is chipped and broken, the glory is more and more fully exposed.


We need not proclaim Jesus in secret or shameful ways, we need not use deception or change the word of God to make it worthy of acceptance.  We need only to plainly tell the truth of what God is doing in our lives.  Share where life is ordinary, share the extraordinary as well.  Proclaim to others how God is taking care of your basic needs and how he is blessing extraordinarily.  Plainly proclaim to all the places where God is boiling to the surface through facing the conflicts of your life.


If they can't see it, it is because they have allowed the god of this age, god with a small g, satan, to blind their eyes to what is happening.  God has been at work plainly before them, and they chose to give the glory elsewhere, probably to their own greatness and ability, which ironically comes from God.


So talk about your lives, share openly with one another and build each other up by bragging about what Christ is doing in your life.  In each and everything, try and leave the irony out of the conversation and realize that it is Christ living in you that is enabling you to make such wise choices, to endure such hardships, to have hope that there will be an end to the struggle.  Otherwise, how will you be serving others for Jesus' sake?


God said, “Let light shine out of darkness” at the beginning of creation.  In doing so he separated the night from the day.  As he has made his light shine in our hearts, and we become transfigured or transformed by that inner light, we let that light break forth out of our stress points and our light shines before man so that they too may glorify our father in heaven.


The cracks in our life causes a part of us to have to die, only to be replaced more fully by the Spirit.  Causing death to be at work in us and life to be breaking in to those around us.  Face death so that life may be full.  It is only then that you will find yourself fully transfigured, just as our Lord was. 

