
The scripture reading chosen for today seems to call forth the reality that has happened.  If death was the final end of life for our sister Ivadell, would the family travel from far and wide to celebrate her life?  Would there be anything to celebrate?  Would we sing what we have?


In choosing 1 Thessalonians, a passage that declares they will not grieve or mourn like the rest of the world who have no hope in life after death.  The words chosen by the family proclaim the truth that they will see Ivadell again, there is hope.  They proclaim that this is not the last opportunity to ever be with their beloved mother, sister, grandma or friend.  Within this passage many great and overwhelming things are announced.  We are told that the Lord will return to earth bringing Heaven with him, even the archangel and the trumpet call of Christ.  We are also told that the dead in Christ will rise.  


All of this will happen because Jesus died and rose again.  We know that terminology, we have said it hundreds of times.  But listen to what is being said.  You have ears to hear, listen.  Jesus, the one who died, just as Ivadell has died and is no longer present with us, he was dead but then rose again.  He was buried in the tomb, yet, three days later was alive and walking on this earth with his disciples.  


This was something that everyone except for the Jews thought was impossible.  No other religion at that time expected a bodily resurrection.  Spirits floating around maybe, end of our existence definitely were options.  Yet a body being dead and then given new life, this was impossible.  Impossible?  What do we mean when we say that? Not capable of occurring or being accomplished or dealt with; totally unlikely, or something that cannot be done.  That was the common belief about the bodily resurrection.  Yet, Paul was encouraging the people in Thessolinica to live boldly because what was thought impossible was proved possible by Jesus' being raised from the dead.


That is why the recipients of Paul's letter were to live with a hope that their neighbors did not have.  Because what was thought impossible was made possible by Christ.  All that the Jews had hoped for was now a reality, because the first fruits were evident.  God's covenant promises of his Kingdom being here on earth were shown to be possible.  God really was going to resurrect his people.  It could no longer even be considered impossible, because God had done so with Jesus.  He must be able to also do so with you and me and with Ivadell.


Verse 17 keeps the hope strong.  As we remember Jesus' last days, we must remember the order things happened.  Jesus died, then three days later was resurrected, he rose and walked on this earth.  That is what the dead will do again, walk on this earth.  Then, after all that, 50 days later Jesus ascended into the clouds, he disappeared into the mist, behind the curtain to take his seat on the throne of heaven.  On the day the Lord returns, we will go to the edge of the clouds and see him return to the earth.  It is here on this earth, the redeemed earth, that we will see Ivadell again.


How else could the earth be then redeemed if Jesus is sitting on the throne.  Not just the throne of heaven, but the kingdom of heaven, where God dwells, that has been expanded to earth.  There we will remain for the rest of eternity with our Lord.


That is the source of our hope, spending eternity on this redeemed earth that is as it is right now in heaven.  Where death, decay and sin have no place.  Where people no longer fall asleep because the source of life Jesus Christ, is present before them.


It is there that we will see Ivadell again.  It is on this redeemed earth that we can anticipate seeing her working with her roses to complete perfection, but I understand she was already close in this life.  She will probably have a slightly different profession.  She will no longer be selling nuggets to tourists, but to paving contractors, since the streets will be paved with gold.


We will know Ivadell by the distinct way she loved those around her.  It will be the same wonderful love, more fully complete, because Ivadell's Lord and Savior will be there at the center, fully visible as the source of her amazing love.  Her love will no longer be tainted, but pure because of God's redeeming work.


That is why we can have such great hope.  We will see Ivadell again.  We will be able to be with a person that meant so much in our life, because Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.  Christ calls his disciples to follow him.  He died and then now lives again in the new resurrected life.  We are to do the same just as Ivadell, who has gone before us has done.  Let us not be ignorant of that and live our life with that hope, even as we mourn that she is not here now.  Let the hope that all of the reasons Ivadell was loved by the people in this room will once again be a part of this new kingdom of God.

Amen.

