
Before we went off on that Lent and Easter tangent, we were working through the metaphysical  characteristics of God.  The characteristics that God alone possesses. We had covered God's asiety or independence, omnipresence, immutability or unchangingness, pure Spiritness, and eternalness.  We did not cover simplicity, omnipotence, or omniscience.  I was threatening to cover omnipresence today, but I also did not want to miss the opportunity to preach the good news of Easter.  


God and the good people who devised the common lectionary asked, why not do both.  1 John 3:16-24 is this week's epistle reading  used around the world.  In it, the good news of God's omniscience is connected to Jesus' work on the cross and the Father's work of raising him on Easter morning.


First, what is omniscience?  It is the reality that God knows all things, past, present and future as well as all possible things in addition to actual things.  God knows the answers to those pesky, “What if” questions.  What if I would have finished this or avoided that?  In addition to those things that we will not know the answers to in this lifetime, God also knows all of our history and what is causing us to make the choices we do in the present.  He also knows where those choices will lead.



With Psalm 139 making God's omniscience clear, we enter into 1 John and finding John starting elsewhere.  He is defining love once again.  How does he do it this time?  Not by describing a feeling, but by describing an action.  That action was a servant action, Christ laying down his life for us!  Love is service, it is not a warm fuzzy feeling, even though that is nice for a period, but an action.  You love someone if you are willing to serve them.


Is this statement true?  Well, who do you know you love for sure?  Children are usually a safe bet.  Do your children pay you for all the work and time you have invested in their lives?  Do they even pay you for the money you have spent on them?  Do you expect them to?  I hope my parents don't, otherwise I am no where close to being debt free.


What about spouses?  How do you know if they love you or not?  Valentines Day tries to tell us that they love you if they buy you something or take them to dinner.  Underneath that veneer is the reality that in giving them a gift, the reality is that you thought of them when they weren't there.  In blocking out the time for dinner, you value them over other things in your life.  Or they may feel loved by the amount of time you spent planning out the day.  Love may have come in just having that time together.  However the love was communicated, it was really love when your first thought was, “I hope this brings light into their day” and not, “I wonder what they got me.”


The reality remains that love is only love when it comes from servant actions.  The feelings that are created from those actions are an effect of those actions.  You need more proof that this is really what love is?  We need to look no further that the reciprocal of our first two examples.  If love were a feeling that naturally happened with pregnancy and never went away, then how could mothers ever put their babies up for adoption?  The case is usually that the parent is not ready to serve anyone else at that stage of their life, whether that is for economic, maturity, or health reasons.  


Divorce also happens.  How can a couple that was once so happy and floating on air so that nothing could phase them suddenly find themselves in a law office signing a document?  Life was so good initially, but then other priorities came into the picture, because we all deserve our space.  Pick your poison, work, hobbies, or life becomes complicated and difficult.  


I used to read a number of mountaineering biographies and the story lines pretty much remained the same.  Increasing skill in climbing and challenges, met a wife who was working in the base camp or climbed with them, then they had children so the wife could not be raising an infant at 17000 feet for six months at a time and there was always another mountain to climb where there was a limited window to get it done.  Eventually the mountains win and the climber is divorced.


So Christ's call is to lay down our life just as he has laid down his life.  It is here that we start to jump into 'we are not missionaries in the jungle' mode.  But John does not let us get there.  He knows that we need an example and gives us one.  Unfortunately for our consciousness sake, it is not a high calling.


Instead, the situation is simply, “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?”  This lets none of us rest easy.  Everyone of us in this room has material possessions or soon will after the first pay check of the summer.  


We have all seen a brother in need, but we have not always relinquished our time money or talent for that person.  There are times that we have, there are times that we have tried and were denied.  But there are times when we just did not want to stop or flat out did not want to help the person in need.  There are all types of reasons why we did not help the brother or sister in need.


The simple fact is that in doing so, we were not loving as Christ commands us to love.  That is the simple truth.  We did not do what Christ commands us to do.  At least not 100% of the time.  There are days when we can say yes I did stop, I did help a brother in need.  There are days when we know we should have and chose not to.


John does not leave us here to condemn ourselves.  He gives us another standard by which to measure whether or not we are living in Christ.  It is not so much an action oriented one as it is a belief oriented one.  Do we know God?  Do we know God to be an omniscient God who knows our every thought and deed.  Do we live in the reality that he knows where we have done what he calls us to and where we have not.    Does this knowledge of God allow our hearts to rest in God?


You may be asking, why would it?  I think of the recent movie 7 Pounds and know why God's complete knowledge should put us at rest.  In the movie, a person is trying to select people to receive his organs.  His standard is that the recipients must be good people.  One man is on his list until the full truth of some of his actions comes to the surface.  At that point, he is removed from consideration and left to die with a failing organ.


We do not have to worry about something similar happening to us.  There is nothing that we are going to do that we will hear God say, “When I died for their sins, I didn't think that they would do that.”  There is no sin that is a surprise to the Triune God.  He knew everything that you were going to do and not do and was still willing to forgive you those sins.  He died on the cross with no exceptions to the sins he was willing to die for.  Not even the one you hold to so dearly because God could not handle it.


There should be some comfort in our hearts to know that Christ is not on the throne of the universe saying, “If I would have known how things were going to turn out, I would not have climbed the hill of calvary.  There are not regrets, because God knew all that we were going to do.  There is nothing, nothing that we have done that we can not be forgiven for because Christ already died for all we will do.  To say there is is to say you know something God does not.


If we live in this reality, our hearts do not condemn us, because we believe that God really does feel this way about us.  We know we slip and fall, but we also know that the Lord is there to help us up and will not hold our fall over our head.


This freedom in Christ allows us to live as we were created.  We start living more and more as servants to our brothers and sisters and have less in our life that is holding us captive to this world.  As we do this, God will provide anything we ask because what we are asking for is in accordance with God's will.  We obey his commands to love each other and our actions to serve our brothers are pleasing to him.


John seems to have an error all of the sudden in his grammar.  In verse 22 he talks about obeying his commands, plural.  He then says in 23, “This is his command” singular.  And in 24 it is back to the plural commands.  When you look carefully at the command, singular, it really is two things.  Believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and two, love one another as he commanded us, which is serving our brother.


Now, this verse is often misquoted by people for whom love reigns supreme.  They say, “As long as I am loving people around me, I am alright with God.”  John does not fully concur with this statement.  There is believing in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ that needs to accompany that love for the person to be right with God.


Again, we have the word, name, which includes the character and persona of Jesus Christ, the son of God.  So unless we are not only doing the work of the servant, but know the servant of all, all of our servanthood is not for God.  1 John spends a large portion of time countering false prophets and anti-Christ's.  These people performed works and miracles before the people, but it was not in the character of Jesus and there for found wanting.  It is like the commericials that have the car wash without the rinse, it is not finished.  If we are following the Lord as his servants in his name and character, it is finished.


If we believe and do, Christ lives within us and we in him.  The ethics and the theology go together as one.  The two become one.  We cannot be loving our brothers and sisters fully as Christ intends without knowing God's Son, Jesus of Nazareth, the risen Messiah.  


Finally, as a last assurance comes the presence of the Spirit.  For being in a personal relationship with the Triune God is important.  Not just the Spirit, not just Jesus, not just the Father, but John insists in all three and includes them in this last paragraph.  


So let us go from here to serve our brothers and sisters in the name of the triune God to the full extent God has made God's will available to us at this point.  When we fall short, we need not fear, but only remember who else already knows, the all knowing God.

Amen.

