
Relationships never stay constant.  They are always progressing closer and closer together.  Whether that is love or complete hate is the question.  The underlying feeling grows as time progresses.  Jesus is aware of this and addresses both sides.  This week we start with the hate that develops as retribution is sought.

An example of people seeking retribution happened at camp where pranks sometimes happened.  I would always warn my cabin, “Pace your selves.  If you start out too big at first, you will not like the results by the end of the week.”  The reason being, our human nature is never satisfied with equal retribution, we always want something more.  It must always be a little bigger than what they did to us.  So if you do a prank that might upset you, know that their return volley will upset you.  That is human nature.


It is remembering this that we must greet the saying, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’  It was a restriction, yet we seem to think it barbaric.  At least until we examine our own legal system.  We quickly realize that not only do we have an eye for eye system, but we have put a dollar value on it.  If I am a cause of someone’s death, I spend some time in prison and pay so much in restitution.  If I hurt someone, I pay for their health care and lost wages.  

We see ourselves above this basic command that has been around since Hammurabi, but have not really come above it.  Jesus offers us a way to come above it, but we usually do not like the cost.  The cost is usually way too high for us to do what he asks us to do.  For he asks us to pay with who we are.  We must die to ourselves in order to fulfill what Jesus calls us to be as his disciples. 
The Beatitudes called for us to die to ourselves.  We had to realize who we really were before God.  That was 5 to 13 weeks ago.  We have since moved on because we have everything figured out.  We are ready for something bigger and meatier.  Jesus says, “No, let us stick with the principles laid out earlier.  Live those out and you will be fine.”  We would rather move onto something instead of being pulled back from racing ahead and learning the extent of the beatitudes.

Yet the brilliant teacher sits us down and gives us four examples of what it might look like to really be a beatitude person who is willing to die to themselves and be given a live the new life in Christ.  A Beatitude person does not resist an evil person.  They do not try to retaliate, get revenge, or get even.  
Resist is to be understood as not playing the same way.  We are to stand up for truth and rightness, but it is not by force that Jesus encourages us to overcome the evil one.  It is by the power of the cross.  The cross included humiliation, physical pain, injustice, and dehumanizing.  In it, Jesus overcame both the devil and the power of evil within those who crucified Christ. Jesus gives his followers a preview of the cross as he gives examples of what his disciple would do when faced with a physical or character attack, legal attack, government imposed burden, and material challenge.

The striking of the right cheek is viewed on two levels, the physical attack and the character attack.  We can see the physical one plainly.  The character one comes from actually acting it out.  Assuming that 75% of the world is right handed and goes to hit someone on the right cheek, how do they do that?  Try it.  The only way to strike is with the back of the hand.  This was of course the greatest offence one could place upon another in Jewish culture.  Slapping someone with the back of your hand implied they were worthless, so worthless, it was not even worth using your open hand on them.  This situation often led to a duel as gentlemen in the 18th and 19th centuries were known to do with their gloves.

Jesus tells us, “Do not set yourself against them and retaliate, but give them license to go farther if they must.  Offer your other cheek to them.  In doing so, the building of the hatred is stopped, at least with in you.  The question is, can we do it?  Can we allow ourselves to be beaten or insulted and take it?  Or are we going to hold onto our rights and fight back.  We are bigger, are we going to let them defame our family.  I must stand up for myself.  As soon as we utter those words, we know we have not fully died to our self and Christ is not fully living within us.  Why must I stand up for myself if myself is dead and it is Christ living within me?

Someone taking you to court is Jesus’ next example of being dead to self and alive in him.  We think of going to court today and wanting the best lawyers and the best possible case.  Jesus says, “If someone is against you so much that they take you to court to get your undergarments, give them your other layers as well.”  
The tunic was the poly propelene base layer and the cloak was the gore-tex or down outer garment.  It functioned as their sleeping bag at night.  There were usually two base layers owned and one outer layer.  Therefore, it was illegal to sue for the cloak. 
 If someone is out to get you enough to take your underwear, give them everything you have.  The end result is nakedness, you have held nothing back from them and offered all of yourself freely to them.  In doing so, you have offered all of Christ living in you.  This leaves no room for anger to build, conflict to escalate.  You are already naked, what are they going to go for next time, your chest hair?
The power of the government to degrade the people by making them servants is the next area Jesus looks at.  How do we respond to the demands of our government?  Do we gripe about every requirement or do we understand its role and kill the power to intimidate or control.  When a country occupies another country, there is a sense of imperialism that usually tags along.  Maybe it is the machine gun in hand that does it.  Traditionally, the country in power has the right to have the occupied person do their bidding.  

The closest we come in our daily experience is the Transportation Security Authority.  We are asked to take off our shoes, carry certain size containers, have no liquids, unpack our belongings, sometimes strip-searched.  What is our reaction to this?  Do we think that we are Americans, we are not the terrorists, we don’t deserve to be treated like killers every time we travel?  If so, we are missing Jesus’ call.  Fear is fueling this requirement.  What would happen if we joyfully followed the guidelines and went the extra step in packing, or getting our new dock security badges?  Would the fear still remain, would the evil one still have a foothold upon us here?
Finally, we are forced to face our material possessions after our physical health or honor, legal, governmental rights.  We are told to give to those who ask and lend freely.  This seems okay, but why don’t we normally do it?  Because what Jesus is asking for is mine.  I bought it, I should use it.  Why do we treat rental gear poorly, because it isn’t ours.  When we give freely, we die to the part of self known as material possessions.  We hold value in our possessions.  That value sometimes separates us from God.  The possession becomes for us an idol.  Jesus says, “Let the idols go! I will provide what you need.  Die to self sufficiency.  Let me be what you base your life on.”
For those who are already going down the ‘abuse’ justification for not giving, take a closer look.  We are told to give to whoever ask, not whatever they ask.  If we are incapable of providing what they need or it is excessive, we are not commanded to give it.  We just need to be offering what we have and not holding onto it.
If we were able to find ourselves living out these four examples of Christ, we would find the evil one defeated in our life.  We would find ourselves in better situations with our enemies, because we put a end to the surplus hate.  We will have laid ourselves bare before the other with nothing left but Christ living in us.  May we follow Christ’s leading all the way to calvary and crucify ourselves at the foot of his cross.  So we may be given new life with him as we leave our tomb through the Holy Spirit.

You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ ﻿39﻿ But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. ﻿40﻿ And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. ﻿41﻿ If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. ﻿42﻿ Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.
