
Welcome to my sermon on divorce.  Divorce is a sin and it is definitely not in God’s will that it happen, no matter the circumstances.  That is the key point of this text.  If I wanted to, I could say amen and end the sermon there.  It would probably increase the number of visits I see in a week.  If I were to end here, many would walk away and say that I was not very pastoral.  It would not be as pastoral as possible, but it would be prophetic.  It would be proclaiming the gospel.

Our God is a God of relationships.  God is a covenant God.  In entering into Christian Marriage we are entering into a covenant with our spouse and God.  We are undergoing the original process for humanity described in Genesis. You should be able to say it with me, Chapter 2 verse 24, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  We are meant to be one flesh through the physical acts of marriage and also the emotional, mental, and spiritual acts.

That is why we describe marriage as a covenant.  In the marriage ceremony, there is usually a section called, “Declarations of Intent.”  There, the couple entering into the covenant declare, “Understanding that God has created, ordered, and blessed the covenant of marriage, do you affirm your desire and intention to enter this covenant?  Covenants are made with the understanding that if we break the covenant, we break it at the cost of our life.  The penalty for breaking the covenant of marriage is death.


Our relationship with our spouse dies, the relationship with our children dies, same with our family, our community is disrupted.  Is it any surprise that Jesus pronounces adultery to be counter to the intentions of his Kingdom, counter to the way of discipleship, opposing God?  I should hope not.  We already know this, but with so many things we already know, we feel we have justification for doing so.

A good number of people try to hang onto the exception in verse 32, “Except for 
marital unfaithfulness.”  We suddenly finding ourselves trying to define what that means as do the bible translators, using a wide variety of terms, “Fornication, sexual immorality, unchastity, sexual relations with another woman, and whoredom.”  Marital unfaithfulness is said to cause her to be adulteress.  We grab onto that and say, there is an exception to the rule!

This works as long as we don’t use the rules of logic.  If we read the sentence without the exception it says, “Anyone who divorces his wife causes her to become an adulteress.”  We must ask ourselves, “Why doesn’t marital unfaithfulness cause her to be an adulteress?” The answer is, to divorce her doesn’t make her an adulteress because she already is, she already is sleeping with some one else.  The principle stands that divorce is a sin against God and his kingdom community, no matter the circumstances.  The ‘except’ merely says the person has already become an adulteress.  You are not causing anything, she is already an adulteress.  However, just because she is an adulteress, does not mean she must be divorced.  Read the book of Hosea and see how Israel is the Harlot and Hosea lives out the metaphor and works to keep her as his wife no matter how many times she leaves him.  If adultress’s could not be married, then we could not be invited to the marriage supper of the lamb.

I have proclaimed all of this knowing that there are a good proportion of people in this sanctuary who have experienced divorce.  While you don’t especially like me pronouncing you or your parents a sinner, you are aware of the disruption to the community and to yourself that it was and is.  You know the damage incurred from the divorce.  You know the continuing work of reconciliation that is, was, and continues to happen.  You would readily confess that you wish it could have worked out, but the way things were becoming was too much and the divorce was better for all involved.

So where does this leave us?  Even as we acknowledge that divorce is a sin, for most it is a thing of the past and we have remarried.  So there is no way of changing it.  How do your repent divorce?  While our legal status will not change, there is probably room for forgiveness in every situation still.  There is still room for mercy to be shown, peace to be made, and to be persecuted for the sake of Jesus Christ.  There is still time to face our shortcomings and own up to them.  There is still time to offer ourselves to those who’s worlds were disrupted and give them our ear and allow them to share their pain.


While trying to reconcile past sins, there is also a need to ensure that future sins do not occur.  If one marriage has failed, what are we doing to ensure the second one does not?  Are we living out a beatitude marriage?  As a couple, are we poor in spirit before one another?  Do we mourn our sins, do we share our brokenness with our spouse?  Are we meek or hold our self above our marriage partner?  Are we both hungering and thirsting after God.  Take the bulletin home with you tonight and substitute your marriage into the confession where appropriate.  Be challenged to live out your relationship appropriately from the challenges that come from that profession.

God created marriage in order that one man and woman would become one flesh.  One of the great mysteries of marriage is that two becomes one.  Unfortunately, when that one is divided by 2, the result is not a mysterious one, at least not in this life.  After a divorce, neither person is whole, nor is their family or community.


They would remain torn if it were not for the reconciling and redeeming work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  Divorce is a sin, a deeply hurting sin, but a sin nonetheless.  It is a sin that is not beyond the atoning sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus can bring back a beatitude heart after a divorce.  But why put ourselves and others in that place.  God gave Moses a concession to protect the woman with the written legal divorce document, but that was not God’s original intention.  Marriage till death do you part was.  Let us find ways of supporting each other so that we avoid divorce.  Let us seek out wisdom, support, strength from our community and from our loving God, who loves us still, even as we are sinners, divorced, or adulteresses.  Amen.
STATEMENT ON THE GIFT OF MARRIAGE

The minister says:

We gather in the presence of God

to give thanks for the gift of marriage,

to witness the joining together of N. and N.,

to surround them with our prayers,

and to ask God’s blessing upon them,

so that they may be strengthened for their life together

and nurtured in their love for God.

God created us male and female,

and gave us marriage

so that husband and wife may help and comfort each other,

living faithfully together in plenty and in want,

in joy and in sorrow,

in sickness and in health,

throughout all their days.

God gave us marriage

for the full expression of the love between a man and a woman.

In marriage a woman and a man belong to each other,

and with affection and tenderness

freely give themselves to each other.

God gave us marriage

for the well-being of human society,

for the ordering of family life,

and for the birth and nurture of children.

God gave us marriage as a holy mystery

in which a man and a woman are joined together,

and become one,

just as Christ is one with the church.

In marriage, husband and wife are called to a new way of life,

created, ordered, and blessed by God.

This way of life must not be entered into carelessly,

or from selfish motives,

but responsibly, and prayerfully.

We rejoice that marriage is given by God,

blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ,

and sustained by the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, let marriage be held in honor by all.
