
Blessed, happy, fortunate, to be envied, spiritually prosperous, hail to those, are all ways we could translate the reoccurring word makarios.  The first word in each of the beatitudes is makarios.  Yet, do all of them make sense?  Would we really say happy are those who are poor, spiritually or otherwise?  Would they fit Webster’s definition of, “Enjoying or characterized by well-being and contentment?”  More importantly, is this what Jesus means by makarios.

Makarios are those “privileged by divine favor,” in ancient Greek literature.  In Hebrew literature, the word for blessing carried with it the connotation of, “at the heart of being blessed is recognizing God as God,” or as the psalms phrase it, “God is the LORD” all caps, Yahweh.  Knowing who God is, having a relationship with God and being committed to the life revealed by God in the Torah was one who is blessed.

So as Jesus uses this term to describe what a disciple of his, the Son of God, looks like, is it any wonder he uses the word makarios?  We are fortunate, happy, blessed, to be envied because we recognize God as God.  ‘Blessings on’ is one way of encompassing all that is contained here.  
Another way is to say, “You lucky dog!”  We are favored by the divine, not because of our work, but because of whom we see God as.  It is not just a statement; it is an exclamation of what is here and now.  It contains a joy that is eternal and can not be altered.  “You lucky dog!” encompasses all of this.  Joy is here, favor is here, happy and blessed are all built into this phrase.  Bible translators just have not been bold enough to use this yet.

What is the first characteristic of these lucky dogs who know God?  They are poor in Spirit.  It seems contradictory at first doesn’t it?  It should be, they have whatever their heart desires, they are problem free, everyone loves them just like Raymond.  Instead, we are told they are poor in Spirit.

We can not even find solace in the translation of the word poor either.  Of the two options for poor, Jesus used the harsher term.  One means those who need assistance or if they just put in a few more hours and made some wiser investments, they would no longer be poor.  They are not rich, nor are they destitute.  However, the word Jesus uses means absolute and abject poverty.  Poverty beaten to its knees has nothing at all.  In the Hebrew, the word had grown to carry the connotation of the man, who had no earthly resources whatsoever, therefore was completely dependent on God, he trusted in God alone.


This is how some of us came to know God.  We had tried all of our own resources, our own ways to get us out of the current situation, only to find ourselves still burdened.  With no where left to turn, we finally turned to God.  As we have lived there, we have not found ourselves disappointed.  

However, many of us still struggle to keep ourselves here.  The enlightenment gives us the false hope that by our own power, with the right technology, we can make things right and bless ourselves.  Our self centered solutions go against how God wants to bless us.

If we realize that we need God, he gives us his Kingdom.  “You lucky dogs who are poor in Spirit, for theirs shall be the Kingdom of God.”  God knows that we will only appreciate his Kingdom when we know we need it.  Look at our U.S. citizenship.  How many of us celebrate the day we became citizens?  Granted, we do celebrate our birthdays, but no where in there is another year of being a U.S. citizen.  We are just happy to be alive.  What about those who have migrated here.  When they receive their citizenship, there is a celebration.  They know the value of being a citizen here.  Those who have traveled to other countries may also know of the value of their citizenship.
Do we realize the value of our citizenship in the Kingdom of God?  The more unworthy we realize we are of receiving this citizenship, the more we will hold onto it.  One of the ideas that are not as strongly proclaimed from the reformation is how wretched and unworthy we really are.  We are all sinners.  Not one or two a week sinners, but the majority of the time, we are not fully doing God’s will.  The more we realize this, the less we are likely to depend on ourselves to live.  The more we are to look to God to rule our lives.  As we enter into dependence on God alone, then and only then do we become citizens of the kingdom of God, then we inherit the Kingdom, take possession of all that is offered to us.

William Barclay sums up this verse the following way, “O the bliss of the man who has realized his own utter helplessness, and who has put his whole trust in God, for thus alone he can render to God that perfect obedience which will make him a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven!”


Jesus is on the side of those who realize their great need of him and gives them all that he has, even his own life, so that they can be part of the Kingdom of Heaven.  The classic prayer on television and movies is, “God if you give me this one thing then.”  That is not the desire of Jesus in this blessing at all.  Do we think Jesus died on the cross to help with a test?  Did he die to make one person well or recover from cancer?  Or did he die for something greater?  Something beyond a test or even normal health?  

He died so that when we became aware of our great need, our complete dependence on the Triune God for everything, from each breath to life itself, to eternal life and forgiveness in this one, we could be counted lucky because his death and resurrection made it possible to be citizens of the Kingdom, members of his family, and inherit the Kingdom of God.  You lucky dogs, your God loves you and offers you his Kingdom.  Answer this, “Do you need it or not?”

