
We have had adjectives, adjectives and nouns, verbs, but this is the first time we have had a compound word.  As is the case with most compound words, there are two separate words that normally don’t go together, and when combined form a word with new meaning.


If you are analyzing the English translation, you might disagree with me.  Yet, peace in the English is a passive thing.  When we think of peace, we think of all that we do not do.  The wars that do not happen, the fights that are avoided, the conflict that is non-existent.  When we think of the places that are peaceful for us, there is a lack of movement.  Most would not find peace on the railroad dock at 9 a.m. on a Wednesday morning.  Yet they might call the same place peaceful 12 hours later.  Why, because of the lack of action.


This is where the compound words conflict.  Because the second word combined with peace is poi-ey-oh, which by itself is translated 357 times as do and make 114 times.  A more active word is hard to find.  Its very meaning is the essences of action.  So what is the full meaning of this word that clashes within itself.
A fuller understanding of peace is necessary.  As I mentioned earlier, in the English , peace focused on us not doing things to achieve peace.  The Hebrew word for is a familiar one, shalom.  Shalom is not only the lack of war, but the over all state of well being. A person who is experiencing shalom is experiencing many of the characteristics of righteousness. Salvation is included in this included with this peace.

This makes sense since we know the lack of wars is not the fullness of the Kingdom the Prince of Peace came to rule.  In order to fully bring in his Kingdom, Revelation tells us a war will happen.  So we know peace makers ultimate goal is not the lack of war.  Jesus calls us to a higher calling.  One above the Buddhist calling of inner peace and nirvana.  Peace makers are called to the task of reconciliation.  

This is what Jesus congratulates his disciples for, the ability to reconcile relationships.  Why?  Because that is what caused sin in the first place, broken relationships.  If our relationship with God, each other, ourself, and the earth were brought into wholeness, peace would be made. Wholeness would be achieved.
As wonderful as it is to believe that humanity could bring peace through economic sanctions, embargos, or even good faith efforts, we should know by now that wholeness can not be achieved by man alone.  Reconciliation can not be done by man alone.  The reason man can not do it alone is, simply, man is sinful.  You remember those first few beatitudes where we came to terms with the state of man.  That is what also prevents us from being peacemakers.

Sin is what syands in the way of all relationships.  We have looked for the last two weeks at the response beatitudes.  Because we were poor in Spirit, we were called to be merciful as Christ is merciful.  Because we mourned, we were called to have a clean heart so that we could be comforted and then we would be unified and see God.  Now because we were congratulated for being meek, open to others seeing our brokenness, we are now peacemakers who shall be children of God.


Children of God because we have characteristics of God and are doing the work of God.  Jesus Christ came into this world to reconcile it.  To bring it back into right relationship with the father.  As peacemakers, we are doing the same thing.  We are reconciling our broken relationships with one another and making them whole.  Once the relationship is healed, then the other pieces fall into place. 
Christ in his reconciling death and resurrection proved this.  That act brought healing to the relationship between God and Us.  Now, there is nothing else that the Triune God must do to bring us into his family.  All the work has been done.  It is finished!  We are at peace with God.

This peace, this reconciliation between God and humanity did not happen by both parties not speaking up about the break in the relationship.  God was active in bringing us back into relationship with himself over millenias.  Abraham Isaac and Jacob, Moses and Aaron, Saul, David and Soloman, the prophets were all part of God reaching out to us to reconcile us to himself.  The works that were begun here were completed by the in-breaking of Christ to the world.


With Christ, the long, toilsome process was brought to fruition.  The Son of God brought peace, the possibility of wholeness back into the world.  Something that had been missing since Adam.  Sin no longer reigned supreme.  

The Son of God calls us to carry out the family characteristics.  We are to actively work to make ourselves and others aware of sin, then walk with them in mercy, bring them into unity with God, and see that wholeness rise to the surface in their life.

The process is takes time however.  The reason it takes time is because it takes God being involved.  We need to be able to know and trust God to be who he says he is.  If we were to live the type of life Christ is calling us to without his self revelation, we would be an idiot.  As we come into this understanding of who he is, our lives are changed.  Reconciliation gets ugly though.

Look at how Jesus tried to reconcile the Pharisees to the Father.  No matter what their intentions or point of view, Jesus kept the lines of communication open.  He never gave up on them. Even on the cross, he interceded on their behalf and ours.  “Father, forgive  them for they do not know what they do.”  They had issues with who he was as King and he faced those issues and dealt with them, he did not evade the questions but revealed where their hearts were.  Their heart’s were not unified in God, despite what they wanted to believe.  So he continued to listen to them and respond in truth, because Jesus Christ is Truth.  
Peacemakers keep the lines of communication open, but do not accept everything that is uttered is accepted as truth.  When falsehood is spoken, they face it.  They do not ignore the issue and say, “It will only make things worse,” or, “They have always been like that, they won’t change now.”  That is now what makers of peace, shalom producers do.  They disrupt the status quo, because the status quo is full of sin.  The status quo is slowly dividing us further and further from full unity with God, not allowing us to have clean hearts, which makes it impossible to hear how to be merciful.  The interconnectedness of the beatitudes creates an environment where maintaining the status quo and not rocking the boat is unacceptable.  If we are disciples of Christ, we must take up our cross and follow him.  

The cross that Christ calls us to is not stuck in the ground and letting the world grow up around it.  In order to take up our cross, it needs to be picked up from where it has always been, no matter how long it has been there, and moved.  God did this and it changed the world.  Christ could have never come to earth as an infant and remained fully Spirit with no human form.  However, as the Son of God, he knew that the God that he is does not stay a safe distance away where it is safe.  Just like the compound word of peacemaker, he took what people assumed was passive and showed how active God really is.
He came and made peace, offered us the fullness of all good and the absence of all evil, he makes us whole again.  He does this by calling us to live the same way and follow him, in the way children of God live.  They ensure that relationships are whole and growing.  Not just maintained and called good enough.  That is why we are to be congratulated, that is why we are blessed beyond what we deserve, because we have a God like this.  One who not only brings words together to give them new meaning and life, but people as well.  

Amen.   
