
E. Stanley Jones, a missionary to India, used to start each of his morning prayer meetings by asking three questions. "Why have you come?” "What do you want?” "What do you need?"  What are your answers to these questions?  Why are you here instead of sleeping, working, golfing, fishing, or doing anything else?


The answer to this first question, “Why have you come?” is important to know as we dive into the text today.  What are your motives for being here?  Is it because of a habit, a responsibility, or because of a relationship?


If our answer for coming here is the fellowship, the food afterwards, a thought provoking service, or it is socially expected, that is okay.  You will find those here.  However, you will not be here with a pure heart, none of us are.  For God, in this beatitude is calling for a single mindedness.  We should be here to worship God and glorify him forever to paraphrase the Westminster Confession.  All of the other occurrences that happen here flow from this action.  They are not equal to or above, but should flow from it.

This week we have an adjective, pure or clean, and a noun, heart, to consider in the first half of the beatitude.  In isolation, we might be able to live out this beatitude on our own.  If it were just blessed are the pure, the Pharisees would have qualified.  They had a list of external signs to show their purity.  As long as the exterior looks good, the rot on the inside didn’t matter.  

Yet, Christ added a noun, a powerful noun in Hebrew literature; heart.  Hearts in the Old Testament incorporated all that made up a person.  Not only were the feelings part of the heart, but the will and mind as well.  The very center of our being is to be pure, of one strand.  Walking through the beatitudes in order, we know that this is not the case.  We know that we are sinful and do not have a place to stand because of what we have done and who we are on our own.  We know that we do not worship just one God.  We worship numerous gods: time, money, status, work, play, philosophies, or movements.  

The pure in heart are to be focused on the highest good, the Triune God.  From that focus all other things come.  We sing it each week.  “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.”  


At this point, we should have formed an answer to the second question.  We have answered why we are here and know what our answer hopefully will be, now answering what we want should be easy.


We want that purity, to be congratulated for the condition of our heart.  We have seen our state and we desire something different.  Our struggle to enact mercy last week is evidence of this.  We all struggled in identifying how best to enact mercy.  We could conceive of what mercy to the person we thought of might look like.  However, we also quickly saw the consequences if it was not a true act of mercy.  There was a fear of enabling sinful or non God glorifying behavior.  There was the concern that they would repeat the act.


Working out the details bogged down or got dirty with the numerous ‘ifs’ that reared their head.  Nothing that people talked with me about had a simple prescription.  No, “Pray with them twice and call me in the morning.”  If there was, then we would not see ‘blessed are the pure in heart’ coming right after mercy.  Our Lord knew the difficulty of living out the will of the Father.  He knew it was not a simple prescription.  What he was sure about is that the communication line with God needed to be always active.  
That is why he tells us we are lucky if we are pure in heart.  Being focused on God alone helps us to be merciful as God is merciful.  It transforms not only our actions, but our thoughts and feelings.

If being pure in heart is what we want, what do we need?  We need a way to purify or clean our hearts, for how else will we see God?  We know the condition of our hearts for we walked through the previous beatitudes and know we can not do it on our own.  If we are going to become pure in heart and see God we somehow need to be able to clean up our hearts.  Only then will we be able to see God.

So, we step back and realize we need to receive mercy.  We need Christ to walk with us in the consequences of our sin and redeem our lives.  Without Christ’s grace and mercy, there is no way for us ever to see God.  As psalm 73 showed us, it is only dwelling within the throne room of God that we can really understand what God is doing.  It is then that our fear dissipates, patience builds, hope rushes to the surface and love becomes supreme.


As this happens, our mirror becomes clearer.  This brings us closer to seeing God face to face.  For we are only able to see what we are able to see.  In the night sky, without my glasses, the starts are fuzzy patches of light.  With my glasses I can discern more of what is up there.  Which are planets and which are stars.  Give me a telescope and I can see even more.  As we allow God to adjust our vision and give us clearer lenses, we see more clearly how God operates.

God promises one day to allow us to see how everything operates.  We will see him face to face and then we will understand all.  Until then, we must receive the slightly better each day vision that God gives us as a gift.  Work on discerning God’s gifts to us and we might catch God out of the corner of our eye.  But we must work knowing that this clearer vision is a gift and a struggle.


Every time we choose another god, our vision of God is blurred.  We must confess and return to God to remove that scale on the eye.  This is only possible through Christ.  Then we must depend upon God’s gifts to sharpen our vision until we see God alone, up close, face to face.


When we reach that place, we will worship God and glorify him forever, which I believe is why we are here.  So what do you want from the Lord and what do you need from the Lord.  Hopefully it is more of the Lord himself.
Right before blessed are the pure in heart is blessed are the merciful.  The brilliance of the progression made perfect sense this past week.  

This is why Jesus tells us that we are 


Since every thought, feeling, and decision is called upon to be pure, even if we are in denial, we know we don’t meet this standard.  We also know that if we were to start over right now, by the end of the sermon we would once again not qualify.  Purity is calling for an unmixed, unadulterated, unified heart.


As a pastor, everyone always assumes I do everything for the best reasons.  I appreciate you giving me the benefit of the doubt.  However, in the majority of my decisions, there is a part of me that wants to hear, wow Ryan, you sure are brilliant for saying that or doing that.  That other part of my otherwise pure action would disqualify me from being pure in heart.  For my emotions, thoughts, and decisions are not one.  There was the desire to do as christ’s disciple does and there is a desire to be recognized and validated as an individual.


As we examine our motives for what we do, what do we find?  Even if we based all our decisions on WWJD, What Would Jesus Do, we would still need to ask, why am I doing what Jesus did?  Am I doing it so that I am seen as one who has a connection with God or because I have a connection with God?


So realizing that during this lifetime, it is impossible to be pure in heart and therefore to see God, what are my options.  We could say that it all happens in the future when Christ returns or any of the other options we looked at when we started.  Or we can ask, how does this affect me right now?

 
We know that being pure in heart is a struggle because we have lived more that an hour in this world.  So how do we become pure in heart in this lifetime?  We receive a gift.  We receive a gift.  We receive Jesus Christ into our lives.  With Christ comes the Holy Spirit, who lives in us and works from with in, from the very center of our being, and works with us in transforming our lives.

Christ, gives the merciful mercy.  He walks with us in the consequences and takes the time to make them elements of his glory.  The consequences are not forgotten, they are just transformed by both the sinner and the one showing mercy.  Through this mercy of walking with us, we are able to start sprinkling purity into our lives.  We are able to struggle against our fleshly selves and start seeing the way God would do it.


It is a building process.  Over time, our purity becomes purer.  Why, because just like Christ’s decisions for purity kept the line clear to God, so our decisions to struggle to find God’s will clear up our reception.  1 Corinthians speaks of seeing a poor reflection, but someday, we will see God face to face.  We are scrubbing the soot and rust off the mirror each day as we choose the will of God in our every decision.  Our continuing in pursuit of purity continues to sharpen that image.  We continue to see Christ living in us clearer and clearer.  As we see Christ clearer, we are able to know how to enact mercy more clearly.  The ifs start to fade away as the fear is scrubbed off, the vindication is taken out of our hands.  We simply see them as we see ourselves, as a child of God who is in need of our Father’s grace and mercy.


The proverb states that “we can only see what we are able to see.”  Binocular sales at the hardware store show that tourists understand this.  On their own, they might be able to make out the movement of the sheep on the hillside.  With the binoculars, they see more than a moving white dot.  They see where the sheep is missing hair, what it eats, if it is young or old.  As the vision is clearer, they see the sheep more clearly.  This is only possible through assistance and knowing more about the sheep.As locals, you know the hours the sheep show up, what are their favorite spots to be, how many there are.  All of this, because you have spent more time around the sheep.  You have more knowledge.  A hunter would have even more.  A hunter is the one who is most likely to come face to face with the sheep.  They make it a priority to know their schedules and know their future meals depend on coming face to face with a slain sheep.

Let us have similar priorities.  So that we may be called a disciple of Jesus Christ and see dim reflections of him in our daily lives.  All the while, look forward to the day when we see him face to face.  As we see him more clearly, may we understand how to enact mercy more clearly.

Amen

