
Six words, six simple words total.  That is all we are considering this morning.  Six Greek words that probably challenge me more than any of the others we have considered thus far.  Mercy seems like such a simple, wonderful, and easy thing until it comes to actually doing it yourself.  It is one of those things we would love to receive but struggle to offer.  Why is this so?  If it is so great, why do we not share it abundantly?  Why is it something we need God’s help to do and can not do on our own.

The answer comes bluntly when we consider what mercy is.  When we look into mercy, it becomes hard to discern the difference between mercy and grace.  Both words deal with sin and our fallen ness.  Both offer new life. It is just the aspect of the sin that is different.  Grace focuses upon the sin and guilt itself.  Grace brings in the pardon, it cleanses and reinstates us to fullness with Christ.  Grace would be all we needed if our sins do not have consequences.

However, sin does have consequences, even if the sin has been forgiven.  If we have lied to a person, we may be forgiven, but the damage of that lie still exists.  If we were supposed to be somewhere and did not make it leaving the person alone when they were expecting us, we can be forgiven, but misery still happened.  Isolation happened. The trust we had built up is tarnished, the broken relationship that the lie caused still exists.  That is why we need mercy.  Mercy brings relief, cures, helps, and heals.  It deals with the pain and misery of sin.  Grace is the pardoning of the sin, mercy deals with the consequences of sin.

The after affects, the consequences of sin are why we need mercy.  As we counter the love of God, ignore God’s will, we establish strongholds against God’s in breaking Kingdom.  In that stronghold dwells pain reinforced by the rotten smell of misery.  Due to the exercise of sin in the land, they have full claim upon the land as long as the person wants to stake their claim to the damage inflicted by sin.  There is only one way to counter these strong claims upon the land.  That is mercy.  

Mercy comes in and acknowledges that the merciful has rights, has a claim to hold you in that misery, but also has the right to release you from that claim as well.  The glorious part is that they choose to release you.


Grace claims the stronghold back for the Kingdom.  Mercy tears down the eyesore and transforms it into a place of wholeness.  We have an example of that on our own property.  Our fellowship hall was once an army barrack.  It was in place due to hostility within the world and our legitimate right to claim protection against those hostilities.  The grace of God brought an end to those hostilities, but there was still the scars of the sin on the land.  Skagway had numerous army barracks, which were not known for their architecture.  It is mercy that has brought those barren barracks to places that now build fellowship and community.  Mercy deals with the consequences of the sin and brings healing.

Mercy is difficult because it involves doing.  Saying that the building is transformed does not make the building transformed.  In order to put mercy in effect, it costs the merciful something.  Often, that is the fairness, or justice on human terms.  The parable later in Matthew shows the human struggle to enact mercy.  A man is brought in before the king with a million dollar debt.  The king threatens to repossess all that he has and take his children from him.  He cries out for mercy.  The king’s love superceedes his desire for what is rightfully his and eats the cost of the debt and sets the man free.  He has a new lease on life, the million dollars he is owed is now zero.

His face still aglow from the good news, he sees someone else who owes him $1000.  He has been freed of his debt, so now, that $1000 would really help him get ahead in life.  So he calls upon that person to pay up.  The person is unable to pay it off, so asks for mercy.  Instead, he receives what the law requires.  He is thrown into jail and his wife and children are taken from him until the debt is repayed.  This makes it back to the king and the king then asks for the million dollars now.


We realize that this is us in the story with God.  We are not idiots and know that we have received the grace and mercy of God.  We were set free when God in his mercy, came, lived among us in our pain and misery and took the consequences of sin upon him to the cross.  For the consequences of sin is death.  In that atoning act, Christ did mercy.  He took the wounds upon him and brought relief, help, and healing to us.  Christ still is bringing that relief help and healing to us, in us, and through us.
If we are poor in Spirit, have mourned over our brokenness, know that we can not claim superiority over anyone else, and desire the right way of living, there is nothing else for us to be but merciful.  For we know that Christ has taken away a far greater debt than we could ever pay.  So how can we call on others to repay their debt to us?  What did we do that makes us worthy of this justice?  Nothing.  We are no better, we have no higher claim, as Christians, we are just more aware of our debt and the cost that was paid by the Triune God by sending Christ to be fully human.  The pain of the Father to watch his Son be killed, and then to spend the rest of eternity in a human body instead of fully spirit.


We know this, but still struggle to live it.  Just as the man in the parable did.  The problem is that sin still has dominion in some areas of our life.  It still leads us to think that we have some right to that $1000.  After all, it was us who gave it to him.  Shouldn’t he have to pay it back?  The fact that the ability to give the man the money was from the King is just splitting hairs.  It is ours and we are claiming it back.  That mind set is what causes this beatitude to cut so harshly to our souls.  It is the first of four that call for the previous four to be put into action.  We can not be merciful until we realize how merciful God has been to us.

You want proof, just think about who you have been merciful to.  We gave millions to the victims of Katrina and the Tsunami.  Whenever natural disasters strike a third world country, we give generously.  Why is it so much harder to give to those who we know?  It is because we know that there is things they could do differently to get their lives right.  Our medical system works this way.  We do not do a liver transplant on a practicing alcholholic.  Nor are we as likely to help out our neighbor who is struggling to make ends meet, but they are sitting on their chair, watching the expensive cable when we get up to go to work and when we return home.  We were out at work, there are open positions, get out and earn your living.


That is the challenge of mercy.  I know I am much more likely to give to someone I don’t know, so that I don’t have to deal with them and how they messed everything up.  That is why we wish that God would just speak the word and make the world right.  But God knows that is not how mercy works.  Mercy requires us to walk in the misery of the mistakes and do something about them to make them right.  We are to take on that servant heart and pick up our cross and follow Christ.  The Christ who gives mercy to those with million dollar debts, thousand dollar debts, and nickel debts.  It all requires the same payment to be made right.  Dying to self and letting the new birth of Jesus Christ live and reign in us.  That is mercy in its fullest.  
