When are we truly hungry?  When are we truly thirsty? Not just having a craving.  Only when there is no food or water.  We are never hungry or thirsty where there is food or drink around us.  It is only when we are living in deprivation that we truly hunger or thirst.  It is only then that God blesses us and calls us lucky dogs!  In the United States, this is hard to come by.  We have convienence stores all around and running water definitely does not seem to be a problem as of late. 
I can think of two experiences that may come close to qualifying for me to know what it is to truly hunger and thirst.  Once while backpacking in the Sawtooth Wilderness of Idaho and once climbing in Yosemite National Park.  The backpacking was when hunger struck.  I hiked to a pass and decided I could make it back around the other side of the mountain to my camp in the same or less time that it took me to travel the two hours there.  The two power bars did not last long over the next eight miles and 4000 vertical feet of miscalculation.  As darkness set in, hunger had ravished me. The pain from hunger was past and the energy to continue moving was the focus.  I was a mentally challenged to keep moving as well.  I started setting goals of how many steps to take before I stopped.  If I did not reach my camp soon, I would have no energy to make it to food.  I started searching for things that might be edible and my calls to God increased.

Thirst came climbing a seventeen pitch climb in Yosemite on an 85 degree day.  The gallon of water I brought along was consumed on the fifth pitch as we ascended out of the shaded valley and into the direct heat of the rocks.  Half way up my throat and mouth became chalky.  On the twelfth pitch, I had stopped talking because it hurt too much.  Water became so valuable and desirable to me, that when we came to a spring on the way down coming out of mossy rocks, I did not even give purifying the water a second thought and fell to my knees lapping up water that reminded me of runoff from the streets.

Both times it was not merely that I desired or felt like eating and drinking, it was from deprivation.  I lacked a basic element of living.  The necessities of life were missing and I turned to God in my extreme situation.  That is what this metaphor of hungering and thirsting for righteousnss points to.  Those who painfully feel their want of, and eagerly long for, those things by which the soul is refreshed, supported, strengthened.

It is a similar desire for righteousness that Jesus is calling for in this beatitude.  We have realized where we are actually at and call upon God to change it, because we know we can not.  We are now in a place where we realize the need so strongly that we know we can not truly live without it.  To go on without it would be false living, living a lie.
We should not be surprised by this call coming at this juncture.   It is the natural place after realizing that we can not do it on our own and thus are poor in spirit or bankrupt by ourselves, we have mourned because of our helplessness in changing the world due to our prevailing sin, and we have been open to man making us aware that we stand in spiritual poverty and that determines our behavior.  Our next step after confessing our sin is to desire a different world, to repent!  A world that depends upon God, a world that looks to God, a world that craves God’s right way of living so deeply that they are unable to walk or speak without him, to simply hunger and thirst for righteousness..
Our hunger and thirst for the right way of living will naturally occur here if we have heeded the other three calls of discipleship.  As we enter the stream of life and process what is really happening around us.  As we call out with the psalmist, “How long O Lord?” Our desire for God to come and rule will be overwhelming.
Now, comes the contradiction!  If we really are poor in Spirit, mourning, and meek, we realize that we can not achieve righteousness via anything we do.  We know we need God, yet we can do nothing about it.  No matter what we do, the reality is that we will be unable to achieve righteousness.  

So are we being mislead down an impossible path?  Is Jesus saying, this is how you should be if you are my disciple and at the same time saying, ‘you can not be my disciple?’  No! We are called to hunger and thirst for the way of God, not achieve it by ourselves.  In doing so, we are blessed once again by God’s promises.  God acts out of grace and promises to fill us with rightness.  This righteousness sits alongside the Kingdom of heaven, the comfort, and the earth as blessings from God.  
God wants to be in our lives, recognized in our lives, and sought after.  God promises that when we truly desire and crave him, he will fulfill that desire.

Hear that again.  We can not do it on our own, we can not be righteous by anything we do.  However, once we see the need for God and crave it out of desperation, God promises to fulfill that need.  We realize our need.  We realize that we are dependent upon God for fulfillment, and God fulfills.  We just need to hunger for it.  We must thirst after it.  Crying out to God with a dry throat and weak body for deliverance.
We are finally left to ask, what exactly is this rightness of God?  Righteousness can be subdivided into legal, moral, and social righteousness.  Legal righteousness is justification or a right relationship with God.  We already have received this righteousness with Christ.  This, for ourselves, we should simply hunger for a deeper and stronger relationship with.  

Moral righteousness is our character and conduct that please God, the fruit of the Spirit produced in us.  Our hearts, minds, and motives should desire God’s ways and not our own.  It is not just an external following of the rules, but an implanted way of life, developing into a natural way of living.

Righteousness also extends into the public realm with social righteousness.  If we were mourning over the state of the world and our relationships in that world, our desire for righteousness can not stop with ourselves.  We are called to desire humanities liberation from oppression and justice to reign supreme in all areas of life.  In the courts, business dealings, at home and in family affairs.  We are to desire and call out to God that those around us would find legal righteousness in him, that their hearts would be changed to live like he calls us as Christ’s disciples, and thus change the way the wider world lives.
The frustrating part of this for those who like checklists, is that it is never fully completed in this lifetime.  It is a way of living.  It is unlike my hiking and climbing experiences where once I returned to camp or made it off the rock, I never had to hunger or thirst again.  I could not just buy the “hunger and thirsting” t-shirt and call it accomplished.  Those who are blessed are those who are continually hungering and thirsting for righteousness.

We are promised that we will be filled.  Our calls will be answered.  As we see these prayers being answered, our eyes that are fixed on Christ will see Christ going to other parts of his kingdom and calling us there with him.  We will see the sin there and confess our part in it and desire for Christ to fully reign there as well.
Christ does this because he is not calling for parts of righteousness to be whole, but the whole world to be wholly righteous.  In the end, there will be no tears, no more crying, righteousness will reign supreme.  We will live in full relationship with Christ.  Until then, we are to hunger for future righteousness.  We must keep searching for God’s Kingdom, we must keep drinking and eating what God provides because our hunger and thirst are perpetual, a continuing experience.  To go without, is to choose to be vanquished by the hunger and thirst and to stop living.  We are called by Christ to continue the pursuit and live eternally.  Let it be so!
