
I have good news and I have bad news, which do you want to hear first?  Do you want the positive news, or the negative new?  Does it even matter?  Probably not, because just as electricity goes positive, negative, positive, alternating back and forth, so does Jesus’ promise to us today.


We start out positive with our continual, blessed, makarios, you lucky dog.  We are congratulated by God himself.  Just as we are ready to welcome in the rewards, because last week we were making peace and reconciling broken relationships, we are knocked off balance with, “when you are persecuted!”  We are immediately asking, why am I being persecuted, I am bringing peace into this world, why would anyone want to harm me.  We may remember the first three beatitudes and realize we deserve persecution, because of the sin that abounds, the broken relationships that exist.  Before our brain can process us into a place of solace, Jesus brings further clarification.  We are to be persecuted not because of our sin, but for doing the will of God, for righteousness sake.  Before we can throw this whole idea, we are reminded what God is freely offering us as his children, as his disciples.  He is offering us the Kingdom of Heaven.

Jesus always encouraged his disciples to count the cost before committing to anything.  When his disciples that had walked with him for three years were asked to weigh the costs, they asked, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. ﻿69﻿ We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”  We know this to be true as well. John also tells us that others that knew this to be true as well, but decided it was not worth the cost.  They were not ready to give up their lives and turned back.   The call to discipleship was too great, the cost too high.


We are left to ask ourselves at this point, “Is it worth it?”  The question is not, do you want to be persecuted, but will you be persecuted?  We sometimes wish that God would punish us for sinning against him, because then we would have paid for our sin.  We would have faced the consequences.  However, Christ’s call to persecution is not because of our sin, it is because of our righteousness.  It is because we are following God’s will.  We are treating people the way that God treats them.  Not the way the world treats them or the way that we think God should treat them, but we are actually showing them mercy at their most despicable points, we are unifying them to God, and reconciling them to us, the world, themselves, and God.  That is why we are being persecuted.  So is it worth it.  Is receiving mercy, is seeing God, is being a child of God worth it?


What are the benefits?  We inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.  You might realize that you already received the Kingdom when you were poor in Spirit, so why would you want to go any further, especially to being persecuted, to receive something you already have.  That is the cost of the beatitudes, they are not sold separately.  With everyone, you receive the promises of the rest.  If this were the Price is Right, Bob Barker would announce that we had inherited the Kingdom of Heaven, then the announcer would come on to tell us more about this great prize.  In his monologue, he would tell us that when we mourn, we will be comforted, when we are meek we shall receive the earth, when we hunger and thirst for righteousness, we shall be filled, when we give mercy, we also receive it, when our hearts are unified to God’s work, we see God at work, when we do the work of God, we are called his children.  All of this leads to our persecution, which ensures our place in the Kingdom of Heaven.

The first seven beatitudes had me sold, but the eighth has me questioning.  Is there any way of gaining the seven without the eighth?  The eighth is definitely a deal breaker.  Why would you purposefully inflict harm on yourself?  The truth is, that if you follow any of the eight, you bring persecution upon yourself.  The first and the last beatitudes come with the promise of the Kingdom of Heaven.  What is the last thing that this world, the fleshy part of our world trying to live apart from God wants?  It does not want the Kingdom of Heaven to have authority.  The Kingdom of Heaven is both spatial and spiritual.  It promises and is becoming actual places on earth.  It is also spiritual in that God’s reign, authority, or rule is overtaking the land.


Should we therefore expect anything but persecution.  The way of this world is self, independence, self preservation.  The way of the kingdom is relational, slavery, self sacrificing.  When these two forces meet, there is going to be trouble.  The fleshly way is going to try and destroy the godly way via any means possible.  Jesus knew the Kingdom, the reign he was bringing in and he knew how Satan feels about it.  He was pursued from the day he was born from the dark forces, eventually being force to Egypt.  He was tested and given the option of avoiding persecution by following Satan in the wilderness.  He knew how this was going to end, with his death, and counted the cost and determined that it was worth the suffering.  You were worth the suffering, I was, the world was.


Now we must ask the same question.  Is he worth the suffering?  Is the mercy, the inheritance, the fulfillment, the comfort, the vision, the status worth the cost?  Is it worth doing what we were made to do, to serve and give God glory, or is life better to just keep our head down and don’t cause any waves.


Notice I didn’t say ignore God.  We are either living righteous lives or we are not.  There is no middle ground.  We are making righteous decisions or we are making unrighteous.  There is sin in omission and commission.  Things we do and things we don’t do.  So, if I decide that I am going to just lay low, I will not be persecuted, but I also will not be righteous.


We realized earlier that the culmination of the first three beatitudes was hungering and thirsting for righteousness.  Now, the culmination of being filled, as Christ promised we would be, is persecution.  As we are living out the will of God, hearing God’s call to be his child, we are going to have to face a paternity suit.  The father of lies would like to be the father of us.  Being who he is, the reality is that he just does not want us to be with our real father.

Again, this is why Jesus is so clear about the reason for being persecuted, for suffering.  If it is for anything else, Jesus does not promise the kingdom.  If we are martyred for political reasons alone, economic reasons, social reasons, ignorant reasons, prideful reasons, we do not receive persecution.  There is no need to seek out persecution, just live as Christ calls you and persecution will find you, just like your alma matters alumni association or long lost friends on Facebook.  Evil has a low tolerance and is quick to respond.  


So be filled by satisfied hunger and thirst and be ready to face the persecution.  Know that you will be able to face it because of the previous seven blessings and promises.  You are living in the Kingdom of Heaven, you are one of God’s citizens, one of God’s children.  What kind of persecution can overcome that?  We thought that death could, but Jesus overcame death as well by living the righteous life, the God fearing life, the life described to us in Jesus’ description of what it is to be his disciple.  Face the persecution and face eternal life as the old life fades away and the new life in Christ is born and grows within you.  The persecution will refine you, just as fire does.  The righteous living will bring in the reign of God, just as Christ does.

Amen

