
What caused you to come here this morning?  It surely was not the warm afternoon sun or the wonderfully slushy snow.  So what caused you to set your alarm for pre-7:30 to be here in time to worship on this Easter Morning?  Why on this morning, of all other mornings, do we gather as a community at this park, pray, sing, listen, and pray some more?  Is it just tradition?  Or is it because we have a relationship or desire a relationship with the crucified and resurrected Lord?  Or were we just brought up to automatically show up for some kind of worship on Easter.

If it is the relationship, we are in the company of centuries of Saints who all have gathered together on Easter Morning to celebrate the risen Lord.  However, one may want to ask, why did Mary Magadalene and then Peter and the disciple show up that morning?  Why was Mary out walking to the tomb alone, before the sun had even come up?  A woman walking alone at night might be okay in Skagway, unless the bears are out, but in the outlying areas of Jerusalem is just a bad idea.


Why was she there, because she had a relationship with the formally living and walking amongst her Lord, who had been crucified.  Her relationship left her bearing great grief.  She was doing what a healthy mourner would do, spending as much time as possible near the body as was possible.  Mourners in Jerusalem had usually 7 days to mourn, before the smell was too great.  So before the sun has even arisen, she is on her way to be with the person who had offered her so much.  He had offered her redemption and she had accepted his offer.

With this new life came the close bond that was now shattered by the events of Good Friday.  Just when she thought she could not be stretched any further, she comes around the bend of the grave to see it is open.  Being wise about the situation, she does not go check it out on her own, but runs back to the city to tell Peter, and the beloved disciple, we will call him John.


John and Peter both had a close relationship with Jesus as well.  They had been together traveling for over three years.  If you have done a road trip with someone for a week, you are well bonded.  Try a three year road trip.  As our response is with our children, friends, or spouse, when we hear there is trouble we rush there.  They too run to the tomb to see it for themselves and find out what they can.


John arrives first, but does not go in.  Instead he kneels down and looks in to see strips of cloth that once covered the body lying there.  John would have been the better detective, because he does not ruin the crime scene.  Instead he stays outside and views everything and processes it first, before messing everything up.  Peter does not do so well.  He bursts into the tomb and gets a narrow view of the evidence.  His view is flooded with details about the state of the burial cloths.  He sees it all lying there and the head covering rolled up neatly lying there.  This evidence leaves him baffled as far as leads go.  For robbers would have taken everything.  They would not take the time to remove the cloths that held the expensive spice, nor neatly rolled the head covering.  Who would do this.

John wanders in after observing form the outside what could be seen.  Now he moves in and sees the cloth rolled up.  His mind has already begun to process the facts.  The large stone has been moved, the cloths are there, but the body is missing.  The last time he saw a similar scene was when Jesus had brought Lazarus back to life.  However, Lazarus’ cloths and head covering were still on him.  Lazarus was going to die again.  However, with the sighting of the neatly rolled cloth, it clicked for John that something new and greater has happened.  He saw all of this and saw God glorious work all over it.  He did not yet understand the full doctrine detailed in scripture.  But he did know that Jesus’ body was not stolen, nor was it merely resuscitated like Lazarus.  A new work had been done to God’s glory.  The normal process of life and death was no longer the same.

While Peter and John leave to go home to ponder these things of their close friend and let hope grow in their heart as the truth of scripture is revealed to them, Mary stays to do what she intended to do, mourn.  She stands outside the tomb and weeps.  In the process, she bends over to look into the tomb and see if what she believes happened really happened.  What she sees in place of the dead body are two angels sitting on the perimeter of where the body should be lying.

The angels, knowing what has happened are puzzled as to Mary’s emotional state.  They are rejoicing and here is a woman crying.  Why is this so?  Mary explains that the one who had called her from a life of rampant sin is missing.  Her love for Jesus is her highest driving need and does not even stop to think, “Hey, these are angels.”  She is searching for her source of life.


In her current situation, she does not realize that her source of life is standing right behind her.  She overlooks Jesus and mistakes him for a gardener.  His transformed state, his new body, this new way of living causes Mary to think it is the Gardener.  Which, in her delirium, she is half right.  It is Jesus, who with care created the world and all of its gardens and promises to restore the fallen condition of the world to full righteousness and glory.  However, she misses that it is Jesus, the God man that offered her new life.


It is only when Jesus calls her name, that she realizes it is Jesus.  Jesus calling us by name allows us to hear him and realize he is here.  Jesus is already here, Jesus knows our name, and Jesus is calling it.  Do you hear it?


Do you hear the good news that he adds onto our name? He tells us that he is alive and is doing much.  He is going to return to God the Father and sit on the throne.  Death has lost its sting and I am now going to fulfill my calling as King.  Tell my brothers, notice brothers and not disciples.  They are part of his family now, tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”  This new work of God, this Jesus Christ alive now puts us back into a relationship with the Father.  We have a God who knows us.  Not some distant and foreign God.  But a Father like God who has a son who calls us brothers and sisters.  What greater news could Mary ask for after what appeared as an awful start to the day.

The tomb is empty, because Jesus Christ is raised from the dead.  Jesus knows and calls our name and tells us to live out the truth that he now sits with his Father God who is our Father God.  That love of the Father and the Son is what brings us out on a morning like this.  To praise God for the great news that Jesus lives and through him, we live also.  Let that joyous news warm you from the inside out!  Amen.
