Acts 1  Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven 

 1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

 6So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 

 7He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

 9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11"Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."
Welcome to Ascension Sunday 2008

What is it that we are to take from an event that occurred 1,973 years ago?  What is the message for us from Jesus’ Ascension?

As I started to write the message for today, a message that had to say something relevant to you and to me (and oh yes, Ryan had to approve it too) I kept getting pulled into the Book of Acts (of the Apostles).   The reason this happened is that Ryan had asked me to pick a Scripture for the Ascension service this week and Acts 1 – 1:11 being most familiar to me was the text I chose.   Then every book I picked up trying to develop the Ascension message spent a few sentences dealing with the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ and then pages and pages and pages of explaining the Book of Acts.  Then I stumbled upon the following:  What is the preacher to do with Acts-an apparent narrative about the church rather than about Christ?  I’m sure there are several dozen, perhaps even hundreds of sermons that can be taken from Acts, but it’s Ascension Sunday and the message of the Ascension is that which will be given today – I hope and pray.

Now may the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable in Thy sight oh Lord our Strength and our Redeemer – Amen.
Lord will you at this time restore the Kingdom to Israel?  That was the question on everyone’s mind.  The disciples were instructed by Christ for forty days like Moses on the mountain but they still had questions.  Now they must wait in Jerusalem for the promised gift of the Holy Spirit.  The risen Christ makes 2 responses to the disciples’ question about the restoration of the kingdom:  1) “It is not for you to know the times or seasons and 2)”But you shall receive power to be my witness in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.

With the Ascension and with the writing of Acts we are signaled that the once taut expectation for the imminent return of Christ has now been relaxed.  While there is some confliction in Acts between Luke and Paul they both agree that the form of this world is passing away.  Since Christ, all previously existing relationships of power are being transformed.  It is not simply that the world is expected to end soon but that the world view as it had been, the methods and values for determining worth and significance in the world, has ended.  There is now a new reality.
For Luke the new reality involves the vision of a Jesus who is raised to rule with the Creator of the universe.  Death, the ultimate ending, the master fact which determined most of our horizons, our values, our projects, has been superseded in the resurrection of Christ.

An essential teaching of the Christian faith is the bodily resurrection, ascension and return of the Lord Jesus Christ. All three aspects of this essential doctrine are taught in Acts 1. Forty days of post-resurrection appearances, in which our Lord was touched and ate, convinced the disciples (including "doubting" Thomas) that Jesus was alive -- bodily! This resurrected Jesus was no phantom, or merely "the spirit of Jesus" taking on the appearance of a body. No! This was the same Jesus that they had known and followed and with whom they had fellowshipped for three solid years. Certainly after forty days they would have known if the Lord only had a "fake body" after His resurrection. While it's true that our Lord's resurrected body was a glorified body--a body that is eternal--it still was a real material and tangible body.

It was in this body that our Lord ascended into heaven. Our text is clear that Jesus Christ did not leave His body or change His body for His ascension. While He was bodily present and speaking with His disciples, He ascended into heaven.  9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their sight. 

The disciples were witnesses of the bodily ascension of the Lord. 
The two angels appearing as men in white robes not only assured the disciples that Jesus would return, but that He would return bodily. They seemed to belabor this truth when they said, " This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." V11 Our Lord is now in heaven, bodily, and He will return to this earth, bodily. In 1 Corinthians 15:5-8 the apostle Paul emphasizes that when the Lord appeared to him after the ascension it was not a vision of Jesus, but Jesus Himself in His resurrected body--the same material, tangible body in which He appeared to the disciples.

Right before His ascension, the Lord Jesus told His disciples that after the Holy Spirit had come, they were to begin at Jerusalem and be His witnesses to the ends of the earth (v8). The Lord's directive to His disciples then has an application to His disciples now. Certainly the Lord didn't mean that His present-day disciples should follow this directive as a precept, otherwise we would all have to travel to Israel and start our evangelism programs in Jerusalem! However, although we don't follow this command as a precept, we should follow it as a principle. In fact, there are several biblical principles for sharing the gospel that we can draw from this Scripture.

Certainly one principle being a witness for Christ is that world-wide evangelism should be the ultimate goal of every Christian. We may not personally be called to spend our lives preaching and witnessing in another country, but our bottom-line goal should be to help reach every person on the face of this earth in whatever way we can to be Christ’s witnesses —
A principle of evangelism from Acts 1 is to "start in your own back yard." Start evangelizing right now, right where you are! This is your Jerusalem! Don't wait for some "higher call" to a foreign land or to some special ministry. The so-called "higher" call may never come if you're unwilling to obey the Acts 1:8 call to evangelize in your own community--where you live, where you go to school or where you work. In fact, the Lord may be waiting for you to share your faith with unbelievers immediately around you before revealing further plans for your life.

Think of the power of the Ascension as it is inActs 1:1-11 that we hear Jesus’ last words ever spoken to His disciples before He ascended to heaven.  Let us, the present-day disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, get on with His command to evangelize the world, beginning with Skagway.  Amen
Ryan in the notices in the bulletin promises to be back in Skagway for Worship on Sunday, May 11 and he has indicated to me that he is 100% sure that his message will focus on Pentecost.  Therefore in recalling the death, resurrection and now today the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ let us prepare for Pentecost by praying the Apostles Creed as printed inside the front cover of the red hymnal. Please stand.
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. AMEN.

