
This passage from 1 Peter could almost be called Isaiah 53 remixed.  The remix includes important new information, like Jesus Christ is the suffering servant spoken of.  We can then fill in the details of how the servant suffered on a tree and how we rejected him.

We are also given insight into how the Christian life is to be lived through understanding the historical background of a word and the salvation history of God in the book of Isaiah.  First, the key word that I feel this whole passage in 1 Peter hangs on, oiketes; household slave or servant depending on your translation.  The lack of self determination, being the property of another is at the heart of this term.  Peter is not talking to the house cleaners or gardeners, or butlers of the Romans.  Rather he is talking to those who have no life outside of their masters.

Their master determined their work schedule, had control over their children, determined what they would do, and was solely responsible for their quality of life.  While this sounds like slavery as we know it, the Greco-Roman system was different from slavery as we know it.  Slavery was the social climbing ladder of the time.  Freed men and women, who wanted to better their lives sold themselves into slavery.

With slavery, one assumed the status of their master.  If your master ran the town, then you ruled the town, under the guidance of your master.  It would change our borough politics up quite a bit.  A slave of Tom Coughran would have all of the power and responsibility as Tom and could make decisions in his name.  Anyone Tom oversees in the city, a slave of Tom would also have authority over.  


This responsibility meant that slave owners would educate their slaves; some becoming doctors, lawyers, and accountants.  They were responsible for providing food, clothing, and shelter for their slaves.  Slaves also held out the hope of one day, usually around the age of 30, being freed.  With this freedom came equal citizenship to your master.  So if your master was a roman citizen, upon manumission or release, you yourself were a roman citizen.

This is how we are to live.  Verse 21 concludes, “﻿To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.”  Is this not the calling of a Christian?  We are called to be at the complete control of the will of God our Father, of Jesus Christ our Lord and Master, led by the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  We are to die to our selves and in our rebirth find life in the Triune God.  Has not God shown that he will provide for our needs, give us what we need to do his will, and in the end set us free from the bondage of sin?  Do we not have the authority of the Master to drive out demons, do we not have the ear of the Master through prayer?  Do we not have new life by following the footsteps of the master?  Only by submitting to the Master, who is truth, can the truth set us free!

Husbands and wives are called to live the same way.  Immediately following verse 25, Peter says, “Wives, in the same way be submissive,” then, “Husbands in the same way.”  We are to be slaves to God.  Our whole lives are to be offered up to the leading of God.


How do we know that this leading is trustworthy?  After all, we are told that we will probably suffer for doing what is right and if we endure it, it will be to God’s glory.  Our answer to that questions comes from the salvation history of Isaiah.


Isaiah chapter 1 starts out with God saying that Israel has rebelled and God has punished her for her rebellion.  His desire is for it not to be so.  ﻿ “If you are willing and obedient,  you will eat the best from the land;  ﻿20﻿ but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.”   Israel finds herself in the following state, “﻿5﻿ Why should you be beaten anymore? Why do you persist in rebellion? Your whole head is injured, your whole heart afflicted. ﻿6﻿ From the sole of your foot to the top of your head there is no soundness— only wounds and welts and open sores, not cleansed or bandaged or soothed with oil.” 
 These wounds have been inflicted by God.  God’s hope was to call Israel back to him.  The exile was to make them aware and dependent upon him, to bring healing to their relationship with God which had become just religion.  They thought they were free people, independent of the Lord.  God showed them through the invading armies that their safety depended on the blessing of God.  If they no longer acknowledge their master, their master no longer would protect them.  They were left to experience the life of being a slave to a human master.  A concrete experience that would call them back to God and start the healing of the severed relationship.
By the time we reach Isaiah 53 and the suffering servant songs, the hardness of our hearts have become clear.  God’s call upon our lives has been ignored.  The relationship has remained severed.  God promises to continue the healing wounds, the action of reprimanding his people, but he will do so on one who will demonstrate the life God is calling them to.  Not a pious life, but a life of servitude.  Suffering for the sake of others, enduring their punishment, being beaten for doing what is right.

That is why 1 Peter tells the slaves that suffering for doing what is wrong does not glorify God.  Suffering for doing what is right is glorifying because that is the example of Christ.  He did what brought glory to God, no matter the cost to himself.  He did not demand his due, because he trusted in the Father to provide that.  His Father, if you remember from the first week in 1 Peter judged impartially, because he provided everything and more of what we needed.  There was no need to judge with a bias.
It is through the wounds of Jesus Christ that we have been healed.  That sounds like a contradictory statement.  How can I be healed by wounds?  The wounds Christ suffered created the ability for healing to happen between us and God.  The wounds that came while on that tree have caused us to realize the love of the Father.  Since Jesus submitted fully to the worst that evil could throw at him: betrayal by a friend, renunciation by another friend, torture, and death via crucifixion, we now have freedom through Christ.  

That freedom allows us to endure the same treatment.  We can do this, because we have a relationship that is fully restored with the Triune God.  Our sins that God was trying to purge from us at the beginning of Isaiah have been taken on by Christ and purge from him through his suffering unto death.  Now we are to die to those sins that have no hold on us an live.


As anyone who has had an operation can show you, wounds are necessary to be in good health.  If anyone desires to see the wounds that have given us perfect health and a perfect relationship with the Father, they need to look no further than Jesus side that was pierced, the holes in his side, or his body upon the cross.  


If we ourselves receive these wounds upon ourselves because we were glorifying God and living righteously, that is just following in the footsteps of our brother.  We then are living stones who have etched in us the way of God for others to see, in case they are not ready to see the living God’s wounds.


From the time of the expulsion from the garden on, we have been like sheep going astray.  Now through the work of Jesus Christ, the Shepherd and Overseer of our Souls, we have returned to full fellowship with God.  We are able to be present as sheep who know of their dependence upon the shepherd for good food in green pastures, living, flowing water, we shall not fear death because our Shepherd has walked that path before and leads us into new life.  Let us submit ourselves fully to the care of our masters and the master of the universe as Jesus has lead us to do.  Amen
