
I know you have heard the rumors and are now seeing the signs, there is a baby invasion happening.  Newborn infants will fill the streets this summer.  1 Peter tells us that we are ourselves to be like newborn infants.  As part of our rebirth, we are to put off the parts of us that are not part of our original creation.  We are to put off that which ruins relationships, namely evil or wickedness.

If I were to draw a diagram to illustrate this list, at the top would be kakia, or badness, malice, wickedness, or evil.  This is the broadest term for evil in the Greek.  The next four terms would then be subsets of kakia or evil.  Guile, deceit, lying, or pretense are the various translations of dolos.  Hupokrisis gives itself away.  A hypocrite or insincerity does not build community or relationships.  When the real motives are exposed, all of the ‘good’ is then tarnished. Phthonos or envy is the third subset and is the basis of four out of the 10 commandments.  Katalalia or slander, evil speech, insulting language, hurtful talk is the basis for another four of the 10.  
Is it any wonder then, that in our new life we are called to put aside such things?  The newborns in town do not hide their motives or mislead anyone, they are not envious, not until the terrible two’s and they learn the word ‘mine,’ and their speech does not take anyone down.  Instead, newborn babes make their needs known, often by crying.  They are not afraid to cry and expose their needs.  Instead, they let those who love and care for them know their needs and allow for them to be met.  We are called to do the same.

Verse 3 is a if-then statement that has come true.  We have tasted that the spiritual milk is good and filling, therefore we should crave more.  It is not a question of whether the Lord is good, we know this and that is why we were reborn.  The question for us is, “Do we still?”  Do we crave the spiritual milk, the word of God to fill our hunger or do we fill up on other things?  As the new mothers in town will soon be saying, “Don’t eat that, it will spoil your appetite!”  Why do moms say this?  Because there is food that is more nutritious for us than other that does not help us grow as well.  It is not what we need most.

God’s Word should be the main course of our diet.  However, as is the case in our society, junk food has become the main source of food.  TV, the internet, idle chat, gossip, and self help feed our consumption.  We know what our bodies need, that is why the supplement market is so strong.  The same is said for God’s word.  There are many different avenues to get a quick shot of what we need and think it can sustain us.
A Sunday sermon is not to be a supplement, but rather part of a balanced meal that lasts all week long.  Prayer, bible study, fellowship, meditation, praise, and communal worship help the newly born in Christ mature.  It is also what makes the aged in Christ continue to live.  Remember, we do not reach a plateau at any point because we are now alive for eternity.  We want to be as healthy as possible for eternity.  Not looking back and saying, if only I would have eaten better.

This long, eternal living in the word, results in us coming to him, the living stone over and over.  However, we find that this food offered was rejected as some children reject vegetables or others may reject liver, which is rich in vitamins and minerals.  However, God, our parent knows what is best for us and leads us by the Holy Spirit to feast upon Christ.  To take part of this pure milk that gives life.
In verse 4, we do run into a quick and almost awkward shift in metaphors.  We move from a pure, flowing, liquid to a rejected, unmoving, solid.  This unmoving solid is also living?  The last time I checked my biology book, rocks were not living.  Did I miss something that happened in the world that was not covered in the Skagway News?  No!  The truth is that until our rebirth, we also were not living.  Through the work of Christ upon the cross, that has changed.  What previously did not have life, now lives.


The characteristics of rocks are true for God and are to be true for us as well.  God is immutable or does not change.  Rocks are not easily reshaped.  We do not have to worry about Christ changing who he is, what he has said, or how he lived.  We will not wake up one day and hear, no longer live like servants, but like tyrants.  Stop loving and start taking.  If God could change, all of his other attributes would be called into question.  His power, presence, knowledge, and righteousness, are all tied into God’s unchangingness, his immutability.

We are called to be living stones ourselves.  Stones that do not, going back to verse one, change their allegiance from God to evil.  Stones who therefore do not lie aka change the truth, are not hypocrites aka mask the truth, are not envious aka try and change reality, nor slander to change one’s true character.

As living stone’s, Christ is able involve us in the building of his new temple, this spiritual house, which is in Paul’s terms is the body of Christ.  We together, as believers become building blocks of the Kingdom of God.  In the temple, sacrifices and offerings were made.  Through our living the life of the reborn in Christ, our lives become living sacrifices.  Each of our actions, thoughts, or words has the opportunity to bring glory, honor and praise to God.  And they do if they are pure, with out evil or deceit mixed in.  If we have become solid in the feasting upon the word of God.

If we are trusting upon the precious cornerstone, we never have to worry about being put to shame.  We never have to worry about something embarrassing or defaming being revealed about our foundation stone.  We do not have to worry about the foundation not being the real foundation.  Jesus Christ created all that is and we are.  Jesus Christ is a living stone, an unchanging person.  The words he has shared will not be retracted or changed.

However, those that have rejected the stone will stumble and fall.  Why, because their view of reality is not reality.  If I look at a building plan and draw in a stair way out the window, I am in for a great fall.  Just because I desired stairs, did not make it happen.  Or if I go for a walk at night and feel I have learned the up and down of the sidewalks of Skagway, it does not mean that I do not have to look.  Someone might have left a bike in the sidewalk, or there could be a brown bear sauntering down the street.  

Those who have chosen to ignore reality will fall.  Those who have rejected God’s word and chosen evil, will eventually fall.  There are consequences for our actions.  If nothing else, if one has denied the existence of God all their lives, Jesus is clear that he will also deny them to his father.  Slandering God, lying about God breaks relationships, and God exists.  They stumble because they ignore what they were made for, a relationship with God, which is the message that Jesus brought to us.

We have heard that message and are called to act upon it.  We have been chosen by God, to act as priests who rule, who are offering sacrifices for the people as the ruling King has done.  So that they may see the King of Kings.  We are a set apart or a holy nation, we are God’s nation.  We are called to do what Abraham was called to do, as was Moses, Israel, and David.  We are to lead the nations and people’s back before God.  We are to call them out of the darkness of death into the light of new life.
  
We were once not a people, but now are, once without mercy, but now have mercy.  Let us celebrate this new life by living as children of our holy parents.  May we feed upon the pure milk of the word and imitate the actions of our brother Jesus Christ, the chief cornerstone.  Then we will fully experience the joy of childhood again and soon be mature in our faith, or rock solid.

