
If then statements; they remind me of my freshman year at Gonzaga and time spent in critical thinking.  Time spent tracing arguments and seeing the various ways people presented an argument.  I occasionally will hear someone speaking and will realize that they violated the rules of logic.  Most often it is my brother in our conversation.  

What is most important to know is, if the first conditional statement is true then the second statement is true as well.  The passage today starts out, “If you call on a father that judges each man’s work impartially.”  Now the question becomes, do we do this?  Do we call on a father that judges each of our work impartially?  If we don’t then there is no reason to read the rest, because it does not apply to us.

I was bombarded this week by conversations of other viewpoints of God.  In this process, it was amazing to see what happens when you take away the conditions.  You are allowed to make up anything you want.  If you take away scripture being God’s revealed word, then you can cut out whole sections of the bible because they are not what you are focusing in on.  If God is some powerful force, then we don’t need to worry about a relationship.  If God does not judge impartially, then we alone are left to judge what is right for ourselves.


What is the consequence if we do see all of scripture as God’s story of working to bring humanity back into relationship with the triune God’s self?  We end up calling part of the God head father, another brother, and another advocate.  We realize that the father, who loves us is going go love us abundantly.  Because God’s love is abundant and all sufficient for each one of us, there is no reason for God to give special favor in judgment.  There is no room for bias because no one has an excuse or is lacking what is needed.  We have a creator God we call father, not boss, supervisor, advisor, or dictator, but father.  The relationship implies love that can not fail, but provides abundantly.

If all of this is true, we are told how we are to live.  We are to live as if this were true.  If this God we worship really does judge, really does care about how we live our lives, the way we live should reflect that.  Do we live as people who are citizens of our culture and the flow of the world?  Or do we make decisions based on what our father who is in heaven and is breaking into this earth will think.  If we take the later, Peter does not hold back any punches and admits that we will be living as sojourners or resident aliens.  We are citizens of Jesus Christ.  We should not be living as citizens of this world, but we are to meet the laws of this world and continue on to the life of the Kingdom.

This is how we should live because we have been redeemed by the blood, the precious blood of Christ.  What were we redeemed from, the ways of our ancestors.  From idol worship, from self worship, to worship that flows naturally from us to the source of our joy; the perfect lamb without defect or blemish.  


This sounds great initially, but if you are holding onto your lifestyle of sin, this can be devastating.  Our rationalistic society has long debated the question of nature versus nurture. Is it how we were raised that caused us to be who we are or our genetics?  The scary thing about the blood of the lamb is that it wipes away that discussion.  It says, it does not matter how your parents raised you or what they did or even who they were.  For the blood of the lamb redeemed you, not silver or gold.  Nothing that you could provide or do freed you from your bondage.  The pure blood of the lamb accomplished this.  

Now you are to live as one who is not bound by their earthly parent’s decisions, but by our heavenly parent’s decision.  We are to live out what the Triune God has done for us, put into place from the beginning of the world.  Jesus knew what was necessary for this creation as he was making this creation.  He was not a man, tapped on the shoulder at age 30 and told, you are anointed.  He was very God himself, come in human form, being very human himself, to offer up his blood.

Because of Christ’s work, we are able to call God father.  Since Christ showed God’s full glory in serving as the crucified lamb, we have a faith and hope that are set in God.  As Christians, our hope rests on Jesus being crucified and raised to life.  If this is not so, then our sins are unforgiven.  There is no eternal life but chaos and death.  We have some good moral teachings that have no power because of human kind itself.  The only reason living out the moral teachings of Jesus Christ have any power is because of who Jesus Christ is.  We all know that the easiest way to get what we want right now is to lie, cheat and steal.  The most difficult way is to follow the example, the teachings of Jesus Christ, to call upon the father in prayer and be patient and humble, while serving others and meeting their needs.

We place our faith and hope in God because of our relationship with the father.  Doing so has purified us.  Just as doing exercise strengthens our heart and sweats out all of the impurities, so does placing our faith and hope in God.  In following the way of Christ, we learn dependence, we learn of the love, we learn the way of service.  This exercise, performing of God’s will, makes our souls pure by living in the truth.  

All of this results in love.  Love so over flowing that all we can do is love each other deeply from the heart, from the very core of our being.  This love comes not from mental effort, but rather flows out of us.  Our very being is dependent upon it.  It is a love that is not to be feared, but welcomed.  It breaks down walls, barriers, fences, curtains, and anything else that separates from the love of God and each other.
This new way of living, this rebirth, this call to live beyond this world is because you have been given eternal life.  This way of living will not stop when you stop breathing.  It is built upon the living and enduring word of God.

If the word is living and enduring and is never to stop living nor enduring, then it will not change.  This way of life will outlast the way of our ancestors.  It will continue past the final trumpet call into eternity.  That is a conditional statement to place your hope and faith in, because it is a true statement.  

Amen.

